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arepor. the <ebatesoaf this Hlouse. I amîî inîformed
th.t the comittee have not done anything of the
kind, and do niot know what lie can write or what
.1e cau do in that respect. They simply give himn
a pension of 82,000) a year. Wlien the Debates
wvere established, it was never understood that we
were to give a pension of S2,0(Ka year to a friend
-of ilie Govermnîent. I am> told that the reason
why more competent shorthand writers have iot
bien appointetd, is that they do not belonig to the
Governnent part-y. If the reporting of the debates
is to becone a matter of (oveniiment patroniage,
we should know it at once. In that case we might
wastme ouir money, but. we should know that we are.
doing it. I repeat that the reporting of the debates
iii French would be a farce if it were to be done by
mei not able to write more thanu 50 or 60 words a
minte.

MIr. DESAULNIERS. (Translationi.) SiouIld
the question raised by the hon. member for Quebîec
Centre (Mr. Langelier) have a good resuilt, i would
be muchi please(d, as the Freich IDebates of the
Hlouse of (ommînîonas would gain importance thereby.
I have kniown personally the gentleman newly
appoinitel to the staff of the French Debates, -Mr.
I)esjardins, while I was a imember of the Quebec
Legislatuire. I know personally that this gentle-
mani took lown verbixatimii every one of the speeches
pronîouneed ii the House. although he was oily
obliged to give a coidenased report of them. I
would not pra'ise hIim beynd lis due, but I know
:a foi-iier mei ber of the Quebee Assembly, MNIr.
(Gagion, wo while lie was a Minister in the Mer-
cier GoN;vernîîzîment., complimiented Mr.D )esjardins
from lis seat iii the louse. I do not wishs to say
miore than I shîould. I do not like to weary the
House with mv speeches. iaBut I would like to see
the French I)ebates ma<intaiied even at the cost of
heavy expeiditure, if necessary, aC an ecou1irage-
ment for those who dare to speak French iii this
Foiuse. Now, Mr. Speaker, since the Debates
Connnaittee have ichoseni a new stenographer, I
believe-and I anm sure that I an righit-that Mr.
)esjardinîs will be able to do justice to those

who will have the courage to speak French iin this
House. I believe lie wm'ill be able to tanhc lown
verbatii every word they say. I wish to add a
word with regard to the Freicl translation of the
1)ebates. As well as his colleagues, the chief trans-
lator, Mr. Beauliei, hias ia dri% ing task which
knows ne respite. Hias iot the House of Commons
the means of payiing, for the French l)elates, otfi-
cers whio should not be overburdened and who
should niot each one have to do the work of several
men ? I speak in Frencl. I express my opinion.
I am not an orator, but as to the Debates. if the
House wants them, let us have thenm translated. It
-is a step ini the right direction to adopt the report
of the Uebates Conunittee. If we mnust speak
English and cease enjoying the privilege granted
us by the constitution of using our mother tongue,
let us know it, and we may theniI do well to abolish
·the Ha.xaird altogether, both Eniglish and French.

Sir ADOLPHEPý CARON. I fully agree with the
lion. member for Quebec Centre (Mr. Langelier) in
ais statement that we should have the verv best
lshorthand writers to report the speeches which are

pronounced in French in this House, and Iana quite
certain thàt the conunittee who laave charge of this

Mr. LANEIER.

important braniclh of the service of the House of
0Comm11onas, would not have undertaken to select Mr.

Desjardins ori any eother gentleman to report the
.speeches whici are delivered in Frencla without
taking the necessary iiformnatioin and getting the
recommendations vhich vere considered to be sutti-
cient as to his qualitications as a shorthand writer.
I an told hy members of that committee that the
lion. iienber for Cardwell (Mr. White) w-ho, as we
all know, lias vîast experience iii these mattters. lias
gonie to the trouble of ascertaininîg for hiimuself the
qualificatiois of M. Desjardinas, anad I ami inforied
that froma the iiformliation lie lias rceived, lie is
fully convinceid that Mr. D>esjardslins is quite con-
petent to fill the position which the committee have
assigned to him. I anm, moreover, iiforiaed that
N'. Desjardins, durinag the ten years that
lhe practised stengiaphy i thie Local House
of Quebec, took down verbatii iii shortliand every
word of every speech delivered lby aniy hon. maaei-
ber wlo spoke in the Legislative Abssembly, ut lis
mlleans of publisliinîg the so-called Quel bec Legislati ve
Hajixard were very liiitel indeed. He liad to
rely upon his wn meaus to publish the report tif
the speeches as they appeared. or as they w'ert
reported iii the Legislature of the Province of
Quebec. Thien from t-le fulli notes w-hici le liad
taken in slhorthand lie made ao ré r né or synopsis
of the speeches which iad leei delivered, reserv-
inag to himself the dis.:retio oif pibhlishinsg i'u
c.te-u.o only the most important (f those speeches.
Now-, I ams quite certain that Nir. I)esjardiis, fromn
all the information which i have beena able to col-
lect, is fully competent to performni the duties
whieh have been assigned to himia, and thuat lie will
do justice to the )ositioni in which lie lias been
placed. I have no doubt that all the geitleimien
wlhio compose that conunittee, and who attach just
as much importance to the correct publication of
the speeches delivered in Frenich asof the speeches
delivered iii English, have taken pains to satisfy
themnselves that Mr'. I)esjardiis is just as vwell
qualified to report French speeches as the Englishî
reporters are qualified to r'epor't Enaglisla siecebs.

Mr. LAURIER. The fact that Nir. l>esjardiis
laas beeni selected by the coannnittee is lhardly
evidence of his competency, if we may judge by the
remar,ks of the lion. member for St. Maurice (Mr.
I)esaniaiers). The lhon. member for St. Maurice
lias referred to the transators whio also are
appointed by the sam ecomnittee, and I ntider-
stand him to sa y that the wor-k of translation is
doue, nsot 1y tiese seven or eiglht ien. wmhîo coim-
pose the staff, but by two men alone, inferring
thereby that these tw o men night bhe competent
and that the others were not so. As to the qualifi-
cations of Mr. Desjardins I have nothinîg to say,
because I have no knowledge, but we cannot
attaci much weighit to the argumaîcent of the Post-
master General who says, that because lie lias beenl
selected by the same conimittee who selected the
transIators lae ust therefore be competent, in view
of the statement made by the lion. mnember for St.
Maurice. I have been disposed to approve of the
nomination of 'Mr. Desjardins, because I under-
stood that the president of the cominittee had per-
sonally satisfied lhimaself of his qualifications. I
understand now1, hiowever', that lie recomnmends
himiii without having taken the trouble to enquire
personally into his qualificatioiis.
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