
- 12 -

very little support for it from-âny governments concerned .
Indeed, we received no active support from any of the governments
concerned, because they felt it was not-timelÿ

. to introduce a
United Nations force of that character'mnto-Palestine when the
boundaries had not,been determined

; when a political settlement
had not been reached and when the parties to'-the conflict--andit was a conflict--were opposed to such a force ,

Mr, Diefenbaker
: What countries raised that objection?

Mr . Pearson
: There was nota country with which we

discussed the matter that actively supported the idea
.' When-we

get into committee I will be able to give more details, I hope,
with regard to this matter

. Certainly in our view it was- -
important to have a police force of that kind'operate with the
consent and the active co-operation of the governments most
concerned .

That then was the situation, Mr . Speaker, when our
United Nations force resolution was introduced, and that is the
background to our initiative in this matter

;' At the time our
resolution was--introduced the 19-power Asian-Arab resolution had
already been introduced, which reaffirmed the earlier United
States resolution which had been carried by this time an d
which insisted on a cease-fire and a withdrawal of troops ,
and whicif asked the Secretary-General to report within 12'hours
on the compliance with that injunction

. That-night of November 3
and 4--and the session went on all night--tempers were rather
high~ The talk was strong and the danger of a rash--as we would
have thought it--condemnation of the-United Kingdom and Franc eas aggressors was very real . The situation was deteriorating and
the communists were working feverishly and destructively to exploitito

In these circumstances and having, as I have said,
canvassed the situation carefully with our fffiénds and having
studied Sir Anthony r

;den's speech, we moved this resolution
concurrently with the 19-power Asian-Arab resolution which was
an attempt to get British, French and Israeli forces out of
EgYPt

. It was a very short resolution, and it'asked th
eSecretary-General merely to submit, within 1+8 hours, something

we had been unable to do anything about for ten
a plan for setting up an emergency international UnitédnNations
police force with the consent of the governments concerned

. Ifwe had not put in that phrase with the consent of the governments
concerned" we might not have been able to secure a majority for
our resolutipn

. As it was, the resolution passed unanimously 'as hon . members know . Steps were taken immediately by the
Secretary-General to report back what he was able to do

:in4$ hours in the setting up of this force to supervise and secure
acessation of hostilities in accordance with the terms of the
earlier resolution of November 2, one of which was to ensure
freedom of navigation' in the Suez Canal .


