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The main and the final - . responsibility -fôr "âvoiding
this situation lies with the govérnments and the'peoples-- -
concerned, We in more favoured parts of'the-world cari-only--
supplement their efforts, unless of course, - those efforts are
hostile to uso But; we would be well advised to do that j
and primarily in our own interest o

Nor should we expect, as I have just said, much -
gratitude ; least of all the United States of America which,
I think' deserves it most' in terms of the magnitude of the
assistance given ,

The United States is the most powerful andtYie
richest country in the world . Yet while great"national
-wealth and power can achieve international recognition and "
respect2 it rarely gains affection - and not too often even
understandingo This is sôméthing to which the giant ha s
to become accustomedo ,̀ '

All history shows-this to be-the case, and most
recently2 the history of the British Empire ,

I was reading the other day an" article by Mr-,-'Eugeri '
Weber, a British 'Professor at the "University of Iowa ; entitled,
"European Readtions to Americân"Policies"9 which'cbntained""
some witty and perceptive"reflections on this scôre~ I"will
quote two paragraphs, while-refusing to take responsibility
for all the expres~ions he uses :

"The Greeks despised the Romans-as Barbarians ;-no doubt
the Egypti$ns in - their - turn despised' the" Greeks .' We"
British'h ave also had our time of'greatness our time
of world supremacÿ, "What were-weï,in those "daÿs?`We
were petfidious -Albion .- - We- wéré a nation of 'lorig=--
shankedy'long-toothed milords ; of lean and angular
spinsters ; patronizing Cookts-tours, gaping at European
culture (which we"were not supposed to understarid)~j and-
calling loudly wherever-we-wént•)for-tea and ,for-porridge,
i~ow we are decaying, and only the memoties of this great
tradition still live ono We have gathered the dis-
tinction of decayo People prize us, like oni of the
riper sorts of cheese . We are supposed to enshrine and
guard admirable traditions, a great cultural heritage,
which no one seemed to suspect (or at any rate admit) 2

generation or two ago . It is wonderful what a little
failure can do !

"Meanwhile, the l'.mericans have taken over, more
nilly than willy, the banner with the strange device
of the white man's burden. They provide the perfidy,
they provide the comic relief, they provide the gaping,
uncultured tourists chewing gum and sipping cokes .
They are the powerful and the rich, and for this they


