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CANADA CONDEMNS THE MURDER 0F

GUATEMÀLAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISI

BISHOP JUAN GERARDI
Minister of Foreign Affairs Lloyd Axworthy today strongly condemnedthe murder last night of Bishop Juan Gerardi,

Co-ordinator of the Human Rights Office of the Archiepiscopate ofGuatemala. Bishop Gerardi was an active campaigner for human rightsand had played an important part in Guatemala's peace process.

"It is particularly distressing that this brutal crime cornes only twodays after the release of the Church's report on the human rightsviolations and atrocities during Guatemala's 36-yea&r civil coriflict,"said Minister Axworthy. "Canada calîs on the GoveriTnent of Guatemalato undertake a vigorous and rapid investigation of this crime and toDring the perpetrators to justice."

'We express our sympathy and condolences to Bishop Gerardi's f amilyand co-workers," added Minister Axworthy. "Canada will continue to3upport human rights workers and organizations in Guatemala."

'anada, through its Peacebuilcling fund and its bilateral aid program,;upports implementation of the peace accords and peacebuilding in,uatemala. This includes five civilian police human rights monitors.or the United Nations Mission, support to Guatemala's "Truth
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