
Other valuable insights were provided by Criioean Tatar youth representatives,

who spoke frankly about the assimilatory pressures faced by their peers. These pressures

are due to the absence of an appropriate educational/cultural infrastructure to serve the

needs of the Crinean Tatar population, and the highly disruptive process of resettlenent.

The language and culture of the Crinican Tatars were niaintained, even in the difficuit

conditions of exile i Central Mia, because of the cohesiveneSS of traditional. extended

familles. However, rnany of these extended familles have been broken up during the

process of resettlernent in Criroea. lIn addition, the very bigh levels of unemploynient

arnong the returnees, and Iimnited career opportunities for their children, have greatly

derorazed the Crirnean Tatars and have contributed to an increase in social pathologies

i their conimunities.


