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The International Research and 

Training Institute for the Advancement of 

Women (INSTRAW) was created in 1976 

to conduct policy research and develop 

international training programs in order 

to: (a) help emancipate women; (b) help 

them participate more actively and equi-

tably in development; (c) raise awareness 

of gender equality issues; and (d) create 

global networks to help make gender 

equality a reality. 

The Institute, an autonomous body 

within the United Nations system, is 

funded exclusively through voluntary 

contributions from UN member states, 

intergovernmental agencies, non-

governmental organizations, philan-

thropic institutions and individuals. 
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and Development joined with the GATT 

in assuming operation of the Centre. 

ITC's role is to work with developing 

nations and economies in transition to 

help them introduce effective trade pro-

motion programs with a view to increasing 

their exports and improving control over 

their imports. 

The International Trade Centre 

UNCTAD/WTO (ITC) was founded in 1964 

by the forerunner of the World Trade 

Organization, the General Agreement on 

Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Four years later, 

the United Nations Conference on Trade 

ITC concentrates its energies in six 

sectors, including product and market 

development and human resources 

development, in order to enhance the 

effectiveness of developing countries' 

trade activities. o 


