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improved. However, the western countries, especially the US, stili have strong influence in the
region. Also, along with Russia, they are the major source of arms in the region. The NGOs ini
these countries can put pressure on their govemments so that they, a) do flot exploit regional

conflicts to serve their strategic goals, b) do flot export arms to the region.

3- Support local NGOs working towards creating public opinion in favour of better relations.
Public opinion needs to be changed in favour of peaceful seutlement of disputes. This is
especially true in the case of India and Pakistan. Kashmir and other disputes are only symptoms;
the main obstacle to long terni peace between the two countries is mutual distrust. Pakistan is


