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(Mr. Pagac, Czechoslovakia)

... Turning to the work of the Conference on Disarmament, I would like to
stress two ,areas in which my country has traditionally been involved. These
priorities for us are the nuclear test ban and the chemical weapons
convention. My delegation appreciates all activities which can contribute

to the cessation of nuclear weapon testing. We highly esteem the tireless
efforts of Ambassador Donowaki to reach consensus on a drafting mandate for an
ad hoc committee on item 1 of the agenda based upon the Czechoslovak proposal,
the "Vejvoda text" (CD/863).

.. . When we resumed our negotiations on the convention on the prohibition and
destruction of chemical weapons, we did so under the favourable impact of the
Paris and Canberra conferences, and, moreover, in the light of the bilateral
talks between the Soviet Union and the United States. Under the chairmanship
of Ambassador Morel the intensity of work was increased, and with the active
assistance of technical and legal experts we have achieved important results
in elaborating the '"rolling'" text. We are convinced that under the skilled
guidance of Ambassador Hyltenius the Ad hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons will
proceed successfully to the final drafting of the convention.

Czechoslovakia has consistently adhered to the principles and purposes of
the Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, which was
signed as long ago as 1925. In this context, Czechoslovakia welcomed the
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