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ISKOW1TZ, GerShun 

• • b. 1921.  

. Born at Kielce near Warsaw. Poland. the gin of.a writer,  and one of four children, he 

v.anted to become a painter .  when he was élinly  six Ai It) (1937) he entered The 

Warsaw Academy of Artists.and a year later he was 'accepted, by the Cracaw Academy 

. of Fine A; ts..' His . studies were ended when  the  Nazi army overran Poland in 1939. 2 
 'IskoWitz and ltis lit-Others yt ,ere placed in foreed.lat;our gangs and by - 1942 his whole . 

- family w as  living in a ghetto at:Kielce. Then his father, Mother. one brother,  and 

sister %vole taken aw.iy fOr ','resettleinent -  and he nevei saw them again (they were 

..as.'sed to death at 1roblinka1.. in 1(143 he_and his remaining brot .her Were'shipped in • 

	

, 	cattle-cars to -11iseltwity where hi ss brOther was killed... lskowitz survived and was  

tr,insferred•to the camps of Dachau.,Midatick jiist before the camp was liberated • 

hy the A;n..•rican army at . Buchènwaltf. 3  He fled,a work Party' as it was beyond the 

wire fence and Was shot hy. a .  guard as'lle took cover  in the  nearby bush. The bullet 

• truck him in  the  leg and he w•as left for dead. Ile v..as sti emaciated that when his 

body struck the.' ,  ground. he fraciured his hip. •Later that da'  his fellow prisOners , 

 managed to King him back to the canip mid Put him:in bed. °  Them ilie•Ainericans. 

arriyed. .\fter a long period in hospital Iski)wit, r. ecovered and went on to study at 

the 'Munich .‘cadenly of Fine .\ its \Y.:W .1 .e lic won a  scholarship. in .1948 (for a years 

study in .France and Italy1. 5  lie arri)ed in Canada in 1949. 	and, settled in TOrontu 

where he has eMablislied himself . as ail artist. While in the concentration camps he 
.; , a.d e .. s k er,j-h es  on 'brown wrapping paPer and hid thein front sight. Deseribing this 

period Kild.tie Dobbs noted, "This painter had none . of that self:defeating pride 

:he answers eiI with silence: as the ininstrel.boy in the song fore out the strings of 
iris .harp  t 1 t they Might not sound in slavery.' Iskov. , itz 'Made himself a witness. - 

 The.se -drawInes,wele reProduced in Saturilay ;Viet with bobbs' article.' Iskowitz 

s es hibitcd his paintings.in  one inan shows at theTtillo'wing aller:ic. Hamilton Art 
Gallery (19571: Vancouver •Art  t jhIçi (1957); Greenw,ich. Gallery.- Tor.. (1958): 

	

r. 	The lily tei'. Gallery.  . 	(195 7 . 1 )5S): The liére' Se.. Now Gallery,. Tor,. (190, 

19011; 1)orothy Cameron.  Gallery. For„ (19o3): and.at  the International C.inema. 

( 19b31'when Luba Eleen8  noted* "Gershon IskoWiti formed his  attachement  


