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' ISKOWITZ. Gershon

b, l9’l
Burn at I\xekc near Warsaw. Poland. the son of a writes; .md one of fuur children, he
wanted to become a painter when he was only six: At 16 (1937) he entered The
Wirsaw Agads.my of Artists.and a ycar kater he was aceepted. by the Cracaw Academy
of Fine Asts.' His studics were ended when the Nazi army overran Poland in 1939.°

Iskowitz and his brothers were placed in forced. labour gangs and by 1942 his whole
family was Hving in o ghetto at Kiclee, Then his father, mother. one brother. and

Sivied were faken awdy or Uresettiement™ and he never saw them again (they were:
wassed to death at Treblinka): In 1943 he and his remaining brother were shipped in-
cattle-cars to Adschwitz where his Lrother was killed. - Iskowitz survived and was’
transterred 1o the camps of Dachau, \1|d.mLL and just before the camp was liberated-
by the Amencan atmy at Buchenwald.' He fled a work party as it was beyond the
wire fence and was shot by o guurd as ke took cover in the nearby bush. The bullet
struck hiny in‘the leg and he was left for dead. He was so emaciated that when his
body struck the ground. hie fractured his hip. -Later that d.n his fellow prisoners:
managed to bing him back 1o the camp and pnt}hnn»m bed.* Then the: Americans.
arrived. After a tong period in hospital Iskowity, recovered and wenf on to study at
the Munich Acadenny of l".mu Arts where he won b scholidrship in 1948 (for a years
study in France and 1talv).® He arrived in Canada in 1949 and settled in Toronto:
where he has estabhished himselt as an artist, While in the Loncentrmon camps he

snadesketd fes on brown \\mppm paper and hid thiem from sight. Describing this

period Kildiare Dobbs® nated. “This painter hud none ot that sclf-defeating pride
that answers ovil with silences as the minstrel'boy in the song tore out the strings of
Ais harp that they niight not sonad in slavery. skowitz ‘mude himgelf a witness.”

These adrawmgs were reproduced in Sarurday Night with Dobbs" article.” Iskowitz
sk evhibited his paintings.in one man shows at the following gallerics. Hamilton Art

tialfery CES7) Vancouver Art Gallery, (|%7) (,n‘cn\wch Gullery: Tor.. (1958):

The Havter Gallery . Tor., (1957, 1938): The fére & Now. Gallery, Tor,. (1960,
1901 ); Dorothy Cameron Gallery. Tor., (1963): und at the International Cinema,

- Tor.. (1963)'when Luba Eleen® noted. "bcrshon Iskowitz formed his attachement
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