
NIonfh-c! Gazette NOV 9 1985 

, 
t.4 aw - ee - L 

Quebec
' s 

Gazette News Services  

rovince agree on 
ars SL. Tier it role 

QUEBEC — Premier Pierre Marc 
Johnson announced yesterday that 
Quebec and Ottawa have reached an 
agreement ending a decadelcing dis-
pute over the province's  participa-
tion in a summit meeting of franco-
phone nations. 

The premier, accompanied by In-
ternational Relations Minister 
Louise Beaudoin:Made the•an-
nouncement at a 5:45 a.m ,  news con-
ference before flying off to Gaspé to 
continue his election campaign. 

The accord, which follows four 
months of intense, negotiations be-
tween Quebec, Ottawa and Paris; 
will allow the province tOparticipate 
in summit talks on matters under 
provincial jurisdiction, particularly 
cultural and technical co-operation. 

And the Quebec premier will be an 
official participant in the summit. 

However, Quebec will defer to Ot-
tawa on discussion of matters of fed-
eral jurisdiction, in particular for-
eign relations. 

Johnson expressed satisfaction 
with the accord, which he finalized 
by phone with Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney Thursday afternoon. 

"Never before has the feddral gov-
ernment accepted the legitimacy of 
Quebec's presence at such:a sum-
mit," he told  reporters.  

"Quebec isn't sovereign, this ac-
cord doesn't state that Quebec is sov-
ereign, but there are elements' here 
so that we have enough earantees 
about our role. 

"This is an extremely  important  
step for Quebec.',' 

He said Quebec never expected to 
be discussing such things as the situ-
ation in Vietnam and did not mind 

being left out of talks on internation-
al matters. 

He would not say who compro-
mised and how the governments 
came to an agreement. 

Quebec and Ottawa have been 
squabbling for years over Quebec's 
role in  an  eventual summit of 
French-speaking nations. 

Quebec had wanted to be a full 
participant in the meeting, while Ot-
tawa wanted the province to be part 
of the Canadian delegation. 

The French government refused 
to take part in a summit until Que-
bec was satisfied,  sono  such meeting 
has ever been held. 

Now that the situation is resolved, 
a conference may be held in Paris as 
early as January or February. 

.That the accord was in the works 
•had been announced earlier in the 
week by Gil Remillard, a Liberal  

candidate in Quebee City and a for-
mer constitutional adviser to 
Mulroney. 

Remillard's announcement irked 
both Ottawa and Quebec, who had 
not put the  finishing touches on it. 

Johnson  Said yeSterday that 
Remillard had not had a hand in 
working out the agreement. 

In Ottawa, the agreement was an-
nounced yesterday by Prime Minis-
ter Mulroney who denied the deal 
was intended to be a pre-election 
boost for Premier Johnson. «. 

"We are not intervening in the 
Quebec 'election," Mulroney told re-
porters who asked him about aid his 
party, received from  Parti Québécois 
members and supporters dtiring the 
1984 federal election campaign. 

"I have maintained impeccable 
neutrality as a Québécois and as a 
Canadian," Mulroney said. 

Claude Morin, a former Quebec in-
tergovernmental affairs minister, 
praised the agreement as "honor-
able, 'practical and respectful." 

At the summit, Quebec's premier 
will be at the table with Mulroney, 
but its delegation will have a sign 
identifying it as "Quebec-Canada." 
The delegation will be allowed to 
have a Quebec flag in front of it. 

Mulroney said the governments 
are trying to bring about a "kind of 
francophone Commonwealth" and 
added that  lie  will discuss the meet-
ing with French President François 
Mitterrand later this month in Brus-
sels. 

The prime minister said he wants 
to emphasize trade and commercial 
issues at the summit, to enhance 
trade between France and Canada. 

About 20 countries are expected to 
take part in the summit. 


