
FRENCH ENLIGIHTENMENT

ùind that desires Wo stifle discussion and reasoning, because
you begin such a hune, you don't know where it will
The attitude bias been well taken off in a character of

of George Eliot's novels; "'when 1 was Young there never
sny question about riglit and wrong: we knew our cate-
m aud that was enough; but now if you speak out of
prayer-book itself, you are hiable to be contradictedl."
r feeble is sueli an attitude compared with that of
utes,. who said that he always followed that proposition
fas the resuit of investigation and discussion shom-ed

f to bc the best founded. And the lesa courageous Kant
ved the best influences of British and French 'Ratilonahsm,-n
n h. deelared: "Our age is the age of criticismnto whieh
ything must ho subjected. Rehigion through its sacred-
3the law through its majesty both try to except thein-

es. But thon they justly arouse suspicion against them-
es aud cannot élaim the respect which resson pays to
Swhich eau maintain itself against free and npreju-

d examination. '
The motto of Rationalism which. represents an attitude

mtorather than a programme of dogmas, is sap
5 aeto think for yourselves; ho intelligent proaiis
teechoes of others. Do not allow yourselves to bo
uddcoutrary to your teason, or float idly in a stream of
âinhowever popular they mnay ho temporarily. The

ih;to make people surrender theïr pesnltes to mere
ort; to persuade them that the old as suh sbte
i uh ew aud get them to acquiesce ini thinps as they are;

ïwaethem from a spirited eioertiou of thefr ewn powmr.
odrrationaim was undoubtedly too dgai n

ngtvo, inclined t o auti-hiatorical; hs efcswr
tý the conditions under whieh it arose aud had to sustain

[f Rationalists were everywhere eihrpersecuted or
jeot to onerous inconveniences, and in cosqece used

ospytoo muai as a weapon of wa&fare. They have
, rAined a freedom ini a countrv like France which allows


