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large pine tree, to, while away the time tili our host should
appear.

Our books proved very interesting and we were deeply
absorbed ini thein, when the sound of horses' feetaroused us
and we saw two riders coming in at the gate, but they neither
of them proveil to be the one we were expecting: they were
two neighbors, who lived only about thirty miles off, and
had corne to ask Mr. Atherton's assistance in hunting up
some cattle, that hadt gone astray. They were much sur-
prized to find two ladies and xio one to introduce them ; but
on teiiing us their names. and finding that we like them-
selves were English, we at once feit mutuaily acquainted.
It transpired that they expected to stay ail night at the
ranch and as our inspection of the premises had made us
acquainted with the fact that its accommodations were
liinited, we began to wonder how we ail were going to, be
provided for. but decided it was of no use to, make any ar-
rangement tii] our host should appear, which he soon did,
and gave us ail a hearty welcome. Mrs. Gray being as I
have2 b efore stated, equal to any emergency, began to, con-
suit with Mr. Atherton as to getting supper, and the rest of
theu evening was spent in talking over the "land we had
lef t beh1indi us. " And then.we two ladies took possession
of our host's apartment, while he and the two visitors made
themiselves comfortable on the floor of the dining rooni, say-
hng that thiey were quite accustomed to sleeping on the
grouind wvith their saddies for piilows, when on frequent

round( ups " for cattie.

The next day they ail departed in quest of the missing
cows, aud as it was Sunday we spent the day quietly, read-
ing the psalmsý and lessons froni our Prayer books, and
walking about amiong the trees. The gentlemen returried
it drk withoUt the errant kine however, and they decided
that it was not worth whîle to look for theni auy further, as
they would probably returu of their own sweet will with ali


