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The Board of Commerce
According to a stateinent published on Septeinher 4

by the new Board of Commerce in answer to certain
criticisms that it has not sufficient power to lie effec-
tive in putting down profiteering wherever it xnay lie
found, two menibers (Judge Robson and Mr. F. T.
O'Connor, K. C.> are evidently satisfied that it
have ail the power necessary. Bie that as it may the
proof of their statement will be in resuits. In the
United States the authorities seemi determined to
punish the profiteer. In Great Britain, too, the pro-
fiteer is having a liard tinte, for lie is treated sum-
marily by the local magistrates who show him no
inerey, and it remains for the Commerce Board to
show ,just cause for its existence by doing something
to satisfy the citizens that the day of the profiteer in
Canada is over.

Part of the Statement sent ont by Commerce Board
reads as f ollows:

"The Board possesses wide and ample powers and these
i1t propû~ses tc, fearl1sssly ercise. Its efforts flot ail of
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whlch it can now or ever publicly disclose, are already
bearing fruit, as reference to the market reports appear-
ing dlaily in the publie press will make apparent. The Board
would add that in its judgment prices are bound to quick-
ly and substantially fani and it cannot too seriously im-
press upon the business communlty this tact. The citizens
of Canada have had to compete in a world market for
products, food especially, which have been produced prac-
tically at their doors. The prices realizable for expert trade
have dominatedl the home miarket. Within the last 24
hours, Mr. Hoover, in a statement at Paris, bas drawil at-
tention to the tact that wharves sand warehouses in north-
ern European ports are overflowing with foodstuffs, prin-
cipally meats and dairy produets, and that for these there
is no immediate mnarket. The end of the export period
in these commodities, le, therefore, in sight, and since this
le so, the excuse that food Products are held for expert
will no longer b. accepted. Such stocks will have to be
placed upon the Canadian market. If those wbo hold
themn hold themn too long, the stocks are likely to b. put
upon the market in such a manner as to produce a glut.
with the i nevitable conseqÙences. The Board would pre-
fer that it should not become necessary for it to exercise
its compulsory functions, so that it takes thls oppor'tunity
of calling upon ail whom these remarks may concern te
forthwith reduce their storage stocks of food."


