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A LESSON FOR CANADIAN CITIES.
W. D. LIGHTHALL, K.C.

"Amnerican Cities- Their Methods of Business," by Ar-
thur Benson .Gilbert, M.A., le a etrong and clear-headed
volume on city economiîcs which should be read by al]
thinking business men, although written by an ex-profes-
sor. The author announces that bis ideas are cbiefiy due
to the Influence of the celebrated Tom Johnson, the lato3
Mayor of -Cleveland, "the first man in the United States to
grasp clearly the princIples by which cities must be pro-
mo' ted." "The Johnson principles that made Cleveland the
beet city ln his time in the United States must," hie eays,
"Boon receive univereal recognition," According to bim the
foundations of an ideal city will be found in long-sighted
scientifie business management, after which wl follow the
artletic and cultural excellences; merely "honest" goverri-
menit faile because of stupidity, and ordinary "business
fllan's goverument" je too short-sI ghted and superficial.
Conmpetitton to-day le so keen, between cities as well as
business flrmas, that even well endowed and well-situated
Communities muet fail as agaiust those where system. and
efficlency are thorougbly adopted, and it le necessary to
save every leak and develop every advantage to the full.

Therefore the city's firet object ehould be to furnish epe-
clal advantagee (differentials> to its business. To do so it
muet favor production-rather than ownership, and make
Its firet care the prosperity of the worklng classes, like the
Germans. "Cities jive by thelr business life wlth the out-
aide world, and on this foundation build religion, culture
and morale." Hience ail wastee muet be avoided: the ward
system, graft, monopolles, debauchery, bad houeing, pri-
vate-owned'waterfronts, poor terminal facilities. The old
system of mayor and council muet give way to the Myanager
plan of governinent, complete and exact surveys muet be
drawn up and applied, the city muet acquire and operate its
objet public utilities eo as to deliver good eervices at cost.
Ail these points are strongly and intelligently discussed lu
a manner appealing to business men. The author regrets
that business classes often oppose eomie of these Improve-
imente because they have not thought thora out. At the
am~e tinle. perhape. he dos not sufficiently allow for pecu-
iiarly composed communities like polygot Montreal, nor for
the necessity of effort at the saine timne hy other eleinente
than those of business, such as the churches and settleient
workers. And bave not the German communities over em-
phasized materialistic ideais of progrese? Nevertheless, it
ils tirue that our responsible business men have not as a
whoie properly backed up those who work for reforme nor
grasped the full injury doue to themeelves by bad clvlc
conditions and mismanagement.-Canadian Bookmau.
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OANADIAN CITIES AS FOSTER PARENTS TO
FRENCH AND BELGIAN CITIES.

JOHN KIDMAN.
The war period bas been prolific in declaratione of en-

during bonds of friendship between the Allies who have
fought, suffered aud triumphed together. There would
seem to be sonie danger, however, that but little result may
accrue from these protestations of eternal friendsbip, made
by post-prandial orators unless they can be tranelated
into sorne tangible forin. Oue of *the outstanding features
of the war bas been that the naines of certain cities, vil-
lages aud countrysides which until hostilities began, were
only geographical naines ta most people, have become
bousehold words because their soil bas been drenched
with the blood of our kith and kmn. To Canadians the naines
of Ypres, Arras, Armeutieres, Leus, Vimy Ridge, Albert,
Bapaume, Courcelette, Amiens and Cambrai, wiill be for
ever asSOCiated with our national hietory. But le it to be
an association of fighting and bloodshed only, or le it pos-
sible to soften these jagged edges of a mutually cruel ex-
perience by brlpging together in sanme way the lives and
neceesities of the saie peoples under peace conditionsT A
kindly and well- inteutioued sentiment bas already prompted
the idea of planting maple tree seeds in France and Plaxid-
ers where Canadians lie with their martial cloaks around
thein; but that scheme still points to. the grave, whereas
it ehould be possible to do somethiug of benefit to the
survivors.

The moet euduring monument to the' fallen will be flot
In marble pillars and urne or In trees, but in practjcal help
aud sympathy shown tô the people who suffered Invasion of
their country. Supposiug then that Canadian municipali-
ties or counties were to stand as sponsors for the re-
habilitation of these stricken cities, villages and country-
sides and stand hy thora as godfather until they were able
to look after themeelves? This, then le the proposai: that
a given city or group of parishes in Canada ehould adopt
a city or parish In France or Beliuin. Money would be
ýcollected and disbursed froin time to turne; but money
would not neceesarily be the only forn of assistance. The
Soldiers' Wives' Leagues and other organizatione of that
class might continue their efforts and send garments,
household articles, food and coinforts for familles which
are beginniug life over again. Merchants might give mna-
terlals such as lumber and other requisites requlred for
building operatione or for re-establishing Industrial sotivi-
ties. Furtber, there migbt be sonne friendly correspond-
ence between Canadian familles and Fr<ench or Belgian
,familles wbicb were wllling to take a personal interest
lu the upbullding of individual homes.

Such a schemne would need to be carefullY organized.
It would be necessary to have a D)ominion commlttee to
allocate tbe towns or group of psrishes to be adoptld and
to play the part of f'oster parents on this side. Then each
city or group of smail parishes would need a committee to
carry out the work allotted to thein for clty or district over-
seas. rossIbly the active sympathy of leading municipal
counoils migbt be in'voked In the waY of making a grant,
also In affordtng any facilitis such as municipal body
would be able to give In the wsy of organization.

Canadian troops for many monthe lived just in front of
and ,eround L~ens, a- hig colliery town lu France, wblch was
entirely destroyed and rujined. They Iooked forward te
capturing It frein the Hun, for lîke a ripe apple, it was ail
ready to faîl into their lap; but the suâden emergency call
to Amiens snatcbed this vlotory fromn our men. If Mont-
reai or Toronto m- Winnipeg would undertake to adopt this
clty and look after it for the next decade, its capture
,would be completed In an undreamed of manuer. There
les a good choice of these devastated cities and viliages, and
if Three Rivers or Sherbrooke were to undertake te recon-
struct Courcelette, or Hamilton to rebuild Arras, the "Bonne
Entente" would be assured on a permanent basi..

Mr. John Kidman waa correspondent of theq Montreal
Gazette in England and France during the f irst three yeara
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