
rPHE VÀRSJTY
THE SOHOOL MISTRESS AT THE BREAKFAST

TABLE.
Oliver Wendeii Holmes used to enjoy lus breakfasts, if

his own story bie true. The Autocrat would evidently
have been content on occasions to extend the meal long
past dishwashing tinie. but then there was thec selinni
inistress who had pcrforce to bnurry to lier wvork aîid the
auitocrat's own students werc w-aiting for bis lecture
on anatoîny. It is not liard to imagine the strong wi]i
of the lecturer whien lie cou]d forget for the time the
charmi of the fresh spring morning, the pleasure of thie
stroîl along ''the long patli,' and the delighi. of the lit-
tie rcst upon tlic bench near the end of it. TPo forget
ail of fuis sufficiently to teacli anatomny before an Itour
liad passed-wlîat self cominaîd 1To ttii froîju a soeîetv
that made his pulses throb in an ccstacy of happiness to
speak of the structuire of the human hieart! to (lemon-
strate its aurieles and ventricles!

But.I also have îny breakfast with a goodly comipany
including a school mistress. ler way and mine also lie
in the samne direction in flic xorning as sue goes to lier
sehool and 1 to nîy lectures. But we arc not affer types
of the Autocrat and bis fairest among women. We do
not spcak to each otlier at tlie table and ecd travels thec
path alone. Thc fact is that she out-talked nie before
imy own audience-the oflier boarders. Before she caine
I used to tell niy clioicest stories a.nd bow rnodestly to
the applause. 1 used to discnss Chamberlain with the
American gentleman andl the sermon with the Scotch
lady. 1 would turn the soniewliat extraordinary tales
of thc commercial traveller into a laugh against biim-
self, and altogether took charge of the conversation.
This was last summer before the sehools opened.

The school nîistress was introduced to the company
and was weIl received. I had been making a few re-
marks upon faddismn in foods-there were three kinds
of porridge and a patent breakfast food upon tbe table
that morning-and was about to continue wlien tlie
newcomer raised lier voice. We ail heard bier as slic
intended we should. SIc was accustomed to being
lîcard above tIe hum of a sehool room, so she found it
comparatively easy to f111 the apartment with the blare
of lier trumpet tones. Wc were not long in ignorance of
tIe fact that she ate no vegetables, owing to a hyper-
acidity in bier stomacb. We also learned that lier diet
wa.s chiefiy unbuttered brown bread, ''Zweibacli.'' This
sIc crunclied at every meal, and 1 soon grew adept at
intcrjecting a word when she w'as occupied witî lier
noisy moutliful.

We soon crosscd swords. 11cr shoulder acbed one
morning. Suie bad whipped a boy the day before and
l)eing ont of practice bad strained a muscle. I referred

proudly to tbree years teaching with but two strapping 1s.
Nonsense! Slie believed in the good old-fashioned meth-
ods, and nîy argument wus lost. Next 1 ventured f0
syînpatliize with the Dental Student who had spra:ined
bis foot. Ile hiad been to a surgeon and the bandages
were 5<) appiied t'bat lie could not walk on bis heel. We
were interrupted witî tbe information that people who
wvalkcd correetly got the baîl of the foot down before
flie lieed anyway, so that the bandages were tlie means
of induîcing a more perfect gait. This argument spun
out for a week. Anatomy ivas flouted as showing noth-
in g, and tlic comnion habit of alighting on tIe lied and
springiuîg f roui the bail of the foot was denounced as
wrong. Slue had only noticed two people walking prop-
erly iii a w'%hoie day of observation on a crowded street.

'l'lic arguments iii whicî 1 took so mueli pride were
l)rushed aside and we listened because we were not de*af,
tiiongu wreil nigli deafened by the din. At last 1 bcgged
a trucee. 1 conld figlît no more and l sought to save iny
cretit ais flic leader in discussion at our table. She'let
ine go for one day, and then brougbt down a drill manujal
to flic table, ont of whieb she proposed to read a ebapter
as a, 1 roof of bier contention. 1 left the table and a sud-
denIilislî f cil upon tlie place. I left the room. She
forgot flhe page slîe intended to read and no one urged
lier to seek for it. Since tlieî we have not spoken, and
wlien both arc at the table there is no general conver-
satioin. We were bof h away one day and tbe boarders
pnsse<l a vote of tlianks to me for the sacrifice of dig-
nity which liad silenced the sounding brass. TheL land-
lady bas oftcii to dclay bier disîwashing now, as a few
l)y tacit consent coie late to resume the old relations.

F. K. C.
Y. M. C. A. NOTES.

During tbe latter part of last week Mr. A. B. Williams,
one oif flic international secretam;es, conducted a series
of training conferences for tlic committees w~ho have
charge of next year's work. Every brandi of flic Associ-
aticin work wiIs <iseusscd, and thù diffieulties to lie met,
wvere sbown, and uuetliods of overcoming tlîemsugfe.
Tliese conferences sliould mean mîieb to next year 's coin-
mittees.

ASSAULT-AT-ARMS.
'l'lie tenth annual assault-at-arms will lie beid in the

gyuîïnasmumiii ext Friday, lUarclu 4tb, at 8 p.m. Ojne
of tlie inost interesting events will lie the champion-
ship tuîg-of-war betwceiî Meds and Sebool. Botb teams
are butting for-th every effort to ]and tlic title for '04.
The final]% iii the fcncingtournaincnt is attracting inveli
attention. and wili add greatly bo tic program -of the
assanît. Everyone sliould niake every endeeavor to
at tend.
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