
QUERN'PS UNI VERSITY JOURNAL.

birds which might be mistaken for Pine Grosbeaks arc the t\vo species of

Crossbills, the American and the White-winged, but these birds have, as

their nam'e implies, the mandibles of the bill crossed and both species are oniy

abo<ut (; inches in lcngth. The Fine Grosbeak breeds in New Brunswick,

N.cwfouindland, Labrador and other northerly portions of Canada, as far

north as the limit of trees. The nest is usually placed in conifers and is

composed exteriorly of twigs and rootiets, interiorly of dry grass. The eggs

are usually four in number, gteenish-blue, spotted with dark-brown, drab and

pale lavender.
In the winter this species cornes fat sonth of its breeding-range. Like

most of ont winter birds its visits to a given locality are irregular, it may

appear during several successive winters and then be absent for several years,
but on the average in Ontario it appears during alteruate winters. Some-

tîuîes a flock or two are observed in the faîl and perbaps again in the spring

at a certain place an-d that is ail that is seen of theru ; at other tinies they

remnain thronghouit the witet as they did at Guelphi in 1903-04, when they

arrived on November 5th and were common until Match 24th.
This year they arrived in Kingston about Nov. lst and have been seen

in flocks of 8 to 30, fceding on the fruit of the. Mountain Ash trees, the two

trees opposite the Post Office being their favorite lunch-counters.
During the breeding season the iPine Grosbeak feeds Iargely upon the

seeds of the Sptuce. While on its winter sojoutn with us it feeds o11 the buds

of the Maple, Elm, Larch, Spruce, Cedar, and Fine, the fruit o)f the Mouintain
Ash, se.eds of apples which rnay still be hanging on the trees, the fruits of

the Ragweed. Water Smart-weed (P. hydropiper), and Blueweed, and the

see(ls of the Nightshade (S. dvlcaniara). Usually the winter trips of the

Pine Grosbeak extends only as far south as southern Newv England and Ohio,
bnt occasionally they reach the District of Columbia and Kansas.

As they are with us only in the winter and early spring we do not hear

their soug in its full power, we hear only the low, sweet, warbling prelude.
of what becomes in their northeru breeding-grouind a rich clear s6nhg.

Corning as they do f rom the fat north, whete they are not molested bv

the pseildo-sportsman xvho must "kill something" or by the small boy with

the .22 cal. rifle, these intcresting birds are very tarne and give one an ex-,
cellent opportuuity for a study of bird-life at close range.-A. B. K. '09.

.7he lYew :~grees in .Peda'gogy.Q VEN'Sis to bc, comuniendcd ou establishing a 1)epartmnent if Pedagogy.Q This step) is taken at an opportune tinme, for un one kuows what will

be the final p)(licy of th-c Ediucation Departient. 1'lie reinoval of the On-

tario Normal College from HIamilton xviii not simp1 lify but rather conîplicate

matters as fat as professional training of teachers is concerned. Acco'rdiugiy

Oucen's wîll be ni a position to nicet the nexv conditions tîtat arc involved,

whatcver the issue nîay bc. But tlîe purpose of tliis article is îîot to, discuss

the Educational policy but to comnîct on the value of degrees in Pedagogy.


