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]~ ~sido to e hitorical lnewiedgo apai t from an insight
ifie te harcte aid destoins Of tht> age ?And des tie

xvriter in the Gaize'tte' thlik that the historian cari Lie lm-

Tf HE . olhy Echo fer November contributed an article 1hcit1 rele on for an impa rtial pieseiliation of historic

e n Geo. Eliott, which shows considerable knowiedge trt Viyumas' peint ())Ut novels xvhich have
.f be wý uiok, and coîî-iiderable insight it hier character. gix en untrue picteires of hîistonia icii oîracteri, von can
\Vîth regard te its literary style, ho\vever, seme of thle ais> point out se called liistei ici whichi fail ie 'the first
expressions iit hc iinproved. 1'1)iiigy iniortals,'' Mr 1 equiremient cf trne history, viz:-tle historic i magina-
"ordinary mortais '' or -"obscure moi tais'' is flot a happy tien. Ili these 'history hi>eiflCs a moi o catalogue cf

phrase, for it calls attention te the \%ord rather thani te events \Vith reference te the yolung it ieay safely be
the theught. 1'Cemmon ranks of life," shouid he " rank 's said that more children have î'euceived a tlierough dis-
cf commen lîfe,'' Synîpatby is net eniisted in pepe taste for hi'stery hy rcading such histories than hy reading
Yen have interest in, het sympathy for. ht lias oeily to i 1 histex cal nlovai.
mention ed te he niiticed at eonce that the foiiewing sen- 'Nxe o igi eraiii lihrqlrsîemn

tene i cnfusodleitshgres ''Shbe gis b l toeht tai effort oii the i eadei 's pairt'' i's the Opinioni cf the Gazette.
and feelings xvhich hoe ba hiCldii, andi te her ,'e'i -aie geiud oniy whoi roui for amusemnent, and
readers a ireor hy which te look inti) tlîeir ewn siels, ,Nvels tieti oeiîiei ai flf'steipne

and test their inmest worklings.- As a i uic the Wl ite of hef tSieliislic 'morey arduil'l tik iiiiiîl place ptiin

the article weakens instead cf strcitigîlieiiiieg les roirlîj*js 0fteShlsi.Te v)] iOal lc o yi

by a tee fi equent use cf adjectives aild lt(vei-hi. the saine i'aîegery wiiii iiisîls. Ne dciiiit t!iev arc in a

As regards t he mat ter tss'i secntenlces ility a',h q iii teil as ;ense coirrect. Bunt if that is foir the~ ai uner île, ss lile use

perapsthebcs ii tu aricl. G'>.Ehiit s u 15allil affirnied îiiat mîitlier ail
1 

oser eeiuîii[o(ýliid the spirit
iii tho preseiltaticil cf cliaracter-iiit se mucli the char- ivlo ra
acter aiready furmed asý that ini the prilcess (if ilevelep- e iiiei cfagetîvlo a grea t jîeiii.

ment. She aii'dyzed wi th merciless pi ecisiîîe the ceoin November's S'itîîîllî ini'Getîs and Lýittleness''
plex xveh cf hurnan motives aiid showvs their siîhtle svorkiý poess ua 1îu'>cior; wlîî gis îs ine rogiliur ci uer sermon

ing nde th ii trcat aisiyii i -cuistaices oîf and appîlication. ()"]Y tiiîiie Si luse lives arcexosmples
hiimun life.'' Tive ethor senitencies expiressil airi of piîrity ciii s'eetire te exiîîuît tithcis. T. 1. iaay e ue
neticeahie contrast, te xvhicii sve caii attenttion hy muans cf tiose. lut she %vrites, ''ihii often are vie îirevented
cf italics, 1' She is beycnd deuht the best apestie Of the acccmrpiislîing our ehject becuîîse xse cou.sider the way tee
medernî dectrine cf hiîiaanitariaiin, i. and "'The great humbîile, fer elîr noble foot te îrcad '-T bat is sarcasmn
central fact ef her crocîl is thut eti'nfihiite aspiratioin te- andî oven sîici mill siricasin ais tiiiot scarcely liai mciid
wards truth, and riglit, fer iniiividiials, and of infiuiite svith the truie spiit iof the thoie BSut settîîîg that asido,
cempassion and lave to\wards ma-nkýind.'' Apart frim the andl ce cely ask thie quiestioni, wbeni theiî the sîîhject is
Cerractuess or inceni'ectness cf thec latter stateinent, there set forth svitb siifficient cleuriioss. is tiiere any need cf
i5 ne indication in the contribution that the writer eau appilication ? \Vell neot tiiese, te 'shiin any application
racencile the doctrine cf hemafliturianisi îviui bis use cf woulu heocf bunefit, do the appix îng for themselves?
the werd ''infiiiite'' at ahI. If ho des' wvly siîoiîd lia s0cm Eaclu indix'idîial \îîuid theîi fit the sernnn te bis ewu
te consider that there is a radical cenfiot tIet\veen the neu.wlile yeuîr appilication maýY un11Y suit a fow, But
bigbest rneraiity and tbe hest religieon. this is ini place fer dogmatism.

Apart from this, and viewiiig thîe article as a %vhele, the
Writer 15 tee) lavish in lus praîses. Ne ciih)t Gee. Eliot
faIt the inystery ut life. That is apparent from the
mental toîl thaf is inanifested ripou almest eveis' page.
But bier werth dues ilet lie se mucb in the solution s 'if the
difficulties wbicbi beset lier se thicldIy, as in slîcwiug that
there are questions te ha solved or she xveuld ulinest
isay, seemn te be insoluble. You înay go te Remela or te
Daniel Derencia te see that ber buirden ivas greatar than
she ceuld bear. We would refer the xvrifer te an article
in Ne. 6 cf the Oluerlie Revicee on I'rbe Pessimîstie viexv
Of Life" shicb touches in ene paragrapb upen that sidle
Of Geo. Eliet's cliaracter wbucb is the opposite of the
eue dealt with by bimsalf.

Tbe Notre I)auue Sciolastie, Ne. 14, and Theî Daîlhousie
Ga2ette, Ne. 3, beth ceutain articles wbicb deal xitb
neahreading, entjtled " Nevels and ncvel-reading," and
"Ncvels, their use, and abuse," respectively. Amucngst

ether tbîugs each bas semething te say cf the historical
flevel. The Scloastic says, 1'aitheugli Sir WValter Scett's
flove!s gave a better insight jute the character and custemls
cf tbe age cf %vhich be writas tban can be ohtained hy the
readiug cf bistcry, stîll ba is not te ha reliafi on for bis-
torical'kncwledge," and the Gazette, ",tbe advantages tc
be derived frem the histenical ncvel are cf a very deubtfui
character. Whitler the daeply rccted prei udices, xvhich,
witb the ycuug at least, are flue inevitable resîmîts cf a
Course cf histerical novais, are ccrnpensated fer by tbe
lncreased iutu'rest in the study cf histcry mav well ba
lquestioned," What does the writer in the Schalastic con-

G ORGE M. MACDeNNELL B.A, .C, 'fi0, is the
happy futlier cf al yeuîg son.

iMiLEs S. RciaRTSON, 'A,84, condlucts the cluss of
juniior German.

JOH~N YeONG, B.A., '82, is finisbiug bis theclegical
stiidies et ICdinhurgb University.

REV. ALEX SNIiEi( McLE SN, B.Ai~., '78, died at Meure-
tewiî, Lamhton Ce., cf typbiuid foyer, cauglut whila filliug
appeintiimuts lu tha Presbytery cf Sarcla.

joicz R. SHANNON, '85, lately on the JOURNAL staff,
euriy lie tihe seuson received aud accepted a gced appoint-
ment on that cf the Mc'ntreal Star.

REV. JAMES MURRAY, B.A,, '82, B.D., '84, haviug c-
cepted the call te Streetsville, mas inducted on the
ietb cf Neaînhr,

J ASiS BEhTHUiNE, Q.C. an 'Humus cf 'fie, the eminent
lawyer, dicîl thea middle cf last mntb at Toronto, cf
typhcid fever, " le seas a mari cf sterling integrity, bigb
prînciple and uublemished rePutctioîî, and bis deatlî will
ha daaply regrettafi througbeîît Canada.",


