" The noveltios announced fo

Tuere has been much Handelian dissipation throughout the musical world
in honour of the composer’s bi-centenary, in connection with which two
interesting performances have taken place in London, one of whig‘h was
given by the newly-established Handel Socicety, which gave a revival of
“Saul” on Febrabry 2lst, in St. James's Hall.” Of all Handel’s oratorios
“Saul™ is onc of the least known in the present day. For many years it
has not been performed in Eugland, which negloct is accounted for in an
Knglish musieal paper by the fact thut it consists largely of solo numbers,
Handel’s songs have to o great extent become old fashioned, whilst his
choruses have constantly increased in popularity.  The Sacred Harmonic
Society nlso gave a performance of Handel's oratorio Belshazzar.” My,
C. Halle conducted, and the vocalists were Miss Marriott, Miss Chester,
Madame Patey, Mr. Edward Lloyd and Mr. Bridsm. In Goermany the
oceasion has been celobrated in various places with wmuch eelas. At Halle,
where the composer was born on February 23, 16385, the festival wag
munificently patronized by the local nathorities and numbers of visitors
from all purts of Goermany,  The work chosen for the tirst performance
was the socular oratorio of Hercales,” Dy, Homeyer, the well-known
organist of Lueipaig, accompanying on the organ.  The performance way
perfect and produced a deep impression on the crowded andience.  On the
anniversary of the composer’s hirth a coremony took place in front of
Handel’s monument, in the markoet place, whon some chorases from “Judas
Maceabreus” were sung.  The oration of the day was then delivered, and
was followed by the march from “Joshua,” for wind Instruments, A
grand performunce of * The Messinh ” was also given, the orchestra, com.
prising the band of the Gewandaus Concerts, of Luipzig, together with that
of tho City of Halle, Similwr Handel colebrations have taken place in
several other prominent German towns,  Other celobrationy are yet to
come, notably the lower Rhine Festival, which will take the form of a
commamorntion of the joint bicentenary of the birth of Bach and Handel,
and the Handel Festival nt o Crystal Pulueo, which will b given this
year in honour of the anniversary.

Two entertainments recently given al Government House, Ottawa,
claim notice in thiy coluimn, nx they are n step towards the recognition of
the claims of music, Tuoy consist of Noipies Metsivales given by their
Excollencion Lord and Lady Lansdowne, Ay these delighttul reRtons
high-class music has bhoen performed by The Ottawa String Quartotte Club,
Mr. F. Boucher, the violin virtuoso, and feading nmateur voealisty, Thu
largo hall which is connectid in poople’s minds with many delightful hally
and theatrical sutertninments s now carpetid and hu.mlsomnly furnished
s n drawing-room, which witl the rost of the house iy open to the limited
numbor of guokts invited, to move about nu will, the only restriction being
that they nre expected Lo listen in gilonee whilst tho
forined, quurbuuuh-ly w fow il brod prrsons oee
nobwithstanding the respeel due to the et of wusic
guished hosts 5 but all those who have performud hyy
cinted the personnl offorts of his Excelleney Lord Lag
proper apprecintion of their offorts,
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“NILVANA," an opern. by Carl Maria Vo Weber, which has hoey
recently revived in Hambnry, was commenced by thag Rrent compoger iy
hik twonty-second your, wnd wais first produced iy 1810 in Frankfort ; 1yt
did not achiove nny great suceess in consequence of being wedded to a
woak librotto, and was neeordingly dropped for nny years, Iy 1854 Mr,
F. Langer, o composor of standing, wind My, “riest, Puqun, poct and /itte,.

LI
atsur, undortook to revive the work, Mes Paque wrote an, entirely pow
tish myths, which comprised foyup

libretto on a subjoct taken from Rhe
ucts, whoreas the old work hadd only threo, The eomposer xu.,'ct)r(linwly
ndapted music from the rich treasnee of Wahor's pinno compositions a’:ul
arennged it wo cloverly that “ Silvan ” As L wtands ix g genuine Woher
opers without n noto of music from any other pen, It wi]) shortly 1,
produced in all the chief thentres of Germany,

Tur diractors of the Metropolitan Oper
docided to undortake German Opern again next season,  Ap attempt, it
is said, will by made to obtain the servieey of Tlerr Hang Richter ,of
Vienna, as conductor., Mr. Walter J. Dumrosche hay been chosen uss;ist,-
ant conductor in recognition of the sorvices of hiy lamented father,
Among the oporas produced will b Wagner's o Meistorsinger,” Gotter.
dammerang,” * Tanuhaior,” « Lohengrin,” « Walkiire,” l‘{ul)ixmuin"
“Neoro,” Goldmark’s “Queen of Sheba,” ote, ’ e

n Iouse, New York, huve

Tug Philharmonic Nociety of London
concert of the season, under the conductorship of Siy A S. Sullivan, iy St
James's Hall, which was crowded on the oceasion.  Amope the ll(mnl);:r.
perforined were a pew symphony hy Brahms, overtures I)} Weber g 3
Mendelssoln, and violin concerto by Beethoven, played by ey ernchirrln
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The promoters tssued a circulay askiy
stating that their object was to form g musical society for th
and cultivation of loeal talent, and to provide agreeabie recreation for

citizens. The Union -8 to be divided into operatic and chorg) bra:)lrh N
and active members may join one or both, Among thoge mention fl P
patrons are Senator James Turner, J, M, Gibson, M. PP, Judge Si el y
R. A- Lucas, . Murtin, Q.C., and 3. N. s now segiop i

: vers, The new Society j
outgrowth of the Hamilton Amateur Opera, Oompany whicl, somey\\::e?(l:
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[Marca 26th, 1885.

since, gave good performances of the “Pirates of Penzance” at th%ﬁ, fl’s;:
Houses of Hamilton and Toronto, under the direction of Mr. R. L the
Steele. The promoters are for the most part men of W?alth’ ansed to
organization will have the support of the best society. It is ptiop(;ssibly
give two or more performances of light opera during a season, and p thi

& cantata or short oratorio, with a programme of part songs for ?)ub]

concert.  Musicians, both professional and amateur, are “}uCh o ociety
to decide as to the probable result of the organization of this new s aim
upon the cause of musie in the city. The supporters of the Union bf ihe
that there is a field for their society, while the patrons and members o”em
Philharmonic Society, which, under Prof. Torrington, has do’ne ex(;eorter
work in performing ‘“ Naaman,” the « Elijah,” the ¢ Messiah,’ and sh ort
works of the best order, assert that the city is not large enough to supp
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, Lwo societies, and affect, to see a spirit of factious opposition in thos

have organized the Musical Union. Hitherto large musical _socwtle:;;
Hamilton have been unable to meet, expenses. By close financial mm()ie%t«
ment the Philharmonic Society has this season been kept out of -
There iy considerable doubt existent as to Mr. Steele’s ability t.o Suwt:nt
fally manage a large choral and orchestral force so as to produce impor usi-
works, and until thiy doubt is removed it is scarcely probable that l;]ri
ciany will leave 4 society under Prof, Torrington to work under an ugr:eele}
man,  Thiy may b merely an unfortunate circumstance for Mr. § rove
but it is one which he will have to battle against, and if he should p s 0
able to overcome it, the greater will be hig after success, The member

. e 0
the Union talk of performing Sullivan’s « Iolanthe” before the clos
the season.

e . s 1 Od.
‘ Elijah” is soon to be given by the Philharmonic Society. Mr.kfrtx o
dard, of New York, is to be the bags soloist. Local talent is spoke

 opp the
for other solo parts.  The Arion Club (male voices) has tul\(.n“uﬁ”a »
study of a strong work for male chorus, soloists and orchestra— !

by Robert Sch walm,

Mrs. Martin Murphy, soprano, who has studied under good "‘?St:;:.:
in New York, has accepted an engagement for next season with the.e hmn
Abbott Opera ()ompany. She hay a voice of fair range, good quallty» ’fon
has obtained a facility of execution combine | with accuracy of intonﬂ\'i‘ac_
that will enable her to do effective work in the lighter operas. Mr. 2 al
Duff, one of the begt violin teachers in Hanilton, gave hig first al)lxu‘
concert in St. Panl’y Church School-room in that city on Thursday, M‘-‘fﬁ
19 The programme Was symmetrical (in & musical sense) and Chlbt,t,z
notable for the fipsg appearance of the Hamilton Harmonic Quartf'on
(brass), organized by Mr, Peel, leading cornet of the 13th Butt&l”s
Band.  The quartette played some part songs with surprising s;poothnek
and balance of tone, though there was a lack of promptness in attac 1;
The most satisfuctory number of the programme was the Allegro m'
Mewdelssolin's Prie Op. 49, for violin, “cello and piano, played by A r;
MacDatf, Prof. Parker and Miss Cummings, As a whole the t'r,lo w‘uc
well played, thr)ugh at times the piano wag r;.t;her obtrusive and the cc!“{‘s
did not bring out s broad tone as could have been desired. _Bub\“g.ll_
tucouraging to see such g number on the programme.  Mrs. Rosina ‘a
k}ﬂst)ﬂ, late of Englund, played an Andante and Rondo by De Beriot asl
violin golo, Her fingering iy rapid and clear, and she plays with dash ﬂ']l y
vigour, but lacks the intelloctual quality which stamps the work of a reall]
fino urtist,  She doeg not always play in tune,——¢’ Major.,

'l‘,'lP: Promoters of the copeert announced to be held in the 'I‘ol‘"l:ltz
I'Im't.xcu]tuml Gardens on April 10th are exceedingly anxious that ['sg
p‘ubhc sl)ould understand that it ig Miss Ulara Louise Kellogg-""? y lt.
'l‘mmy Kelloge —who ig engaged for that oceasion, along with Miss Huﬂl),
ington and the String Quartcte of the Buffalo Philharmonic. The su
seription list already fncludes the names of many of the élite of the city:

THE PERIODIVCALS.

magazines, Quting, begins Vol. VI. with the April num:;:;
u *W wWrapper ; noreover, it is almost doubled in size, and © ot
mprovements entitle i, to take blace, as the enterprising publishers claim, in the forem e
rank of American magazines, Four serials are begun inbthis number. Julian H“‘Vthomx
:::)ntril)utcs four chapters of & strong novel, entitled ¢ Love; or, a Name.” ‘A MOdenr
l”““l",” by Mr. . ¢, Gardner, is an illustrated serial in w}lich the problem of summe"
!l‘lllleﬂ i plens;mtly and helpfully considered. “ The Flaw of the Seven Upright Onesd
sa Ht,“k“‘g tale of Swisy demncmcy, by the famous novelis?; Gottfried Keller, tmnsmtev
by Miss Franceg A, Shaw. T)e fourth serial is entitled *“ Across America on a Bicyc®

. i t
and beging the story of My, Thomas Stevens’ journey across the continent. TWO brigh
short stories are given,

—“Lorly Jim,» o gt ir r and dialect, &7
of the number jy 5 strong group of letters on the preservation of the Adirondack Foreslt:,
l:y ® score of eminent publie men. Ap entertaining paper on the Charcoal Burners of the
(rre-:en Mountains i profusely illustrageq by the author, J. R, Chapin, and & delightf'u
article describing 5 vacation in Canggy Wwith birch and )a.d'dle. is .illustra‘ted by the Frontis:
blece—a striking picture drawn by Henry Sandham Ien"raved by H. E. Sylvester, ‘and
printed in two colours, Roger Riordon contribut;s ab poem entitled ‘*Running int¢
Harbour,” illustrated with an exquisite full-page engraving, There are also poems by

Edi.t}.l M. Thomas, Frank D. Sherman, anq R. K. Munkittrick. Other features are 88
exciting description of an ocean Yacht race, by C<;1 Stuart ’['a,y.lor a valuable paper oi
whist, by one of the best authoritieg in the country,'a,nd a plea for f:mtb&l], by Eugene L.
Yale eleven,
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A CAPITAL portrait of Lincoln forms the frontispiece to the April number of Harper3.

It is & atriking pieco of wood-cutt: ion of
-Cutting b in the possessi
W. P, Garrison, Esq. 8y Kruell, from o photograph in

Equally good Ji t, of the Prince an
Princoss of Walos aowon Cenesses, almost as well cut, o inoham
any a . . Sandring !
and other lovely illygt PARY & Paper on their favourite country-house at 3a
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v rations assist o gp idea of that charming Norfolk hall. Judge
by the beautifu] Pictures which resulted from, it, a more successful wild-goose chase could




