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Current Topics.

Every careful observer of the Canadian

The Senate | . » ot "
Revival, Senate during the present session mus

8 have noticed its unwonted alacrity and
ne 1 - - . . %
. '8 in the despatch of business, and its increased disposi-

20 to take a statesmanlike view of public questions.  As
m:::: :)S very little change in its personnel, the r(.ena,scence
o ed‘“f’ to some other cause. A probablé solution seems
rat, Zan Intention on the part of Mr. T'Ja,m:ler to magmfy
and I‘ttha.n minimize the Senate’s constitutional flll’lCthI‘IS,
ext‘inc;‘) Increase its utility rather than promote 1ts
k R L O perhaps, not too much to say that
si(ferla,ugrovement which has take.n place is tc.r a fc;)}n-
WO ve ¢ extent due to the admirable leader.shlp 0 lle
Way in“e!‘a‘ble knights who are mainly rgsponélble for the
Which the Senate does its work. Sir Oliver Mowat,
Bufgcit:gs t?“? Ministerial contingent, f)ccu[‘)ies a 'positiog
ta Hy difficult to tax even his ability, 1.ngenu1ty, ?n
legislative has the Government xxlgasur(?s. to pilot tlwox’lg:ta
oup toe chamber in which the (,)pposlt‘ilt)l.'l has a,‘ ma.]ou')‘);
to enhay, on?, and he has so far done this in such ;.f;lva);b{g
® task ce }.us already high reputation. Bqually di ;:u S;)
ar peﬁo?SSlgne.d to Sir Mackenzie Bow_ell,' and he ‘ ;as \
easy fo, “med it ‘with equal success. It is compara 1v:}i
Urey a.n(;m Opposition leader to criticise G-overnmer.l‘t m;e i:l
& Positigy :0 S‘.lgge“t amendments to them when ].le.lb Eo i
Negpg eas 0 dictate even if he desired to _df) so; it 1y Zver_
Whelmiy, IV for the leader of an Opposl't‘lon that is ver
ance of gl(:}; St:/rong in voting power to avold feven the a,;ip' i
i ation while he is simply expressing the critica

Opinjq . .
2 OF his owa side of the House, The way in which

QSe v ;

et o i '
Aren j orn politicians maet each other in the legislative
and a source of

%s%0n to younger public men, )

v . T o

ur FO all who are interested in the efficient working
On'st‘ltuti()u,

Sf&ction

An excellent specimen of the good work
which the Senate mnight do, and apparently

intends to do, is the Government measure
to increase the efticiency of the Supreme Court of Canada.
During the twenty years of its existence that tribunal has

not won its way to public favour, and has not secured public
confidence, to the extent that was expected when it was
created. The best proof of this is the frequency of the ap-
peals from Canadian Courts, including itself, to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council. There are several obvious
causes for the unsatisfactory position of the Supreme Court,
and the measure above referred to was framed to remove one
of these. No adequate means of retiring aged or infirm
members of the Bench having been provided, it is not sur-
prising that the efliciency of the tribunal should be at
times impaired through the physical weakness of some of
the judges. This is exceptionally the case just now. While
there are heavy arrears of judicial work two of the judges
are off duty from ill-health. In a short time one of the
younger and more energetic of them will be called away to
fill for an indefinite time an important diplomatic position.
Sir Oliver Mowat, as Minister of Justice, proposed to the
Senate the strengthening of the Supreme Court by the tem-
porary addition of judges ad hoc, when such a congested con
dition arises, and a bill to authorize this form of relief has
been adopted unanimously, the framer of the measure having
in the course of its progress accepted several important
amendments suggested by members of the Opposition. As
it now stands, the bill provides that the remedy shall apply
only to the present crisis, and that the judges ad hoc shall
be selected from among the most eminent members of the

The Supreme
Court.

respective Provincial benches.

It is reasonable to hope that under its pres-
ent auspices the Senate will continue the
good work thus begun, and that Sir Oliver
Mowat will bring to bear on the permanent improvement of
the Supreme Court his long and varied experience as a judge
of one of our superior courts and as Attorney-General of
this Province. Some means of securing the enforced retire-
ment of judges who, while physically unfit to discharge their
duties, persist in retaining their positions, should be provided
by Parliament. The law’s délay is bad enough at the best ;
when it is due to chronic physical infirmity on the part of
the judiciary it becomes a grave public danger and an intol-
erable public scandal. But to say this is to suggest, what
must be patent to Senators themselves, that theirown Cham-
ber is open to a similar criticism. The duties of a legislator
are not less important than those of a judge, and their efti-
cient discharge calls for the exercise of quite as high an
order of mental and physical power. What more important
task can the Senate undertake than such a reform of its
own constitution as will tend to make it more efficient and
to redeem it from the public contempt into which it has to
some extent fallen? It is vain to expect members of the
Senate to resign life positions, and therefore membership
should not be for life.  Appointment by the Crown is apt to
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