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They marry early in the book for reasons sufficient if flot
creditable. Lionel leaves Nancy in a way which almost
amounts to desertion ; tbey corne together after the usual
misunderstandings and complications ; and start married life
again on uines wbich the author, ne doubt, iteans us to take
as the example of wlîat xnarried life ouglbt to lie. H1e is un-
fortunate, however, in bis selection of examples.

Readers of Mrs. Hungerford's stories know wvhat to ex-
pect. Certain stock characters and certain stock situations
appear in ail her books. There are the young girl brusque
and hoydenish, and the man of position sober and sedate.
He discovers ber in an awkward position, sitting up a tree
or with bare feet, and slie vows to hate himi ever afterwards.
Later on he saves her frein being tossed by a cow or caught
lîy the tide, and they get married, sorneties early in the
story, somietirnes late. Il Peter's Wife " is no0 exception to the
rule. Tbese two parts are played by Neil Prendergast and
Sir Stephien Wortley, and as Mrs. Hungu-iford bas a bright
and plea-sant way of telling bier story ber numerous readers
will enjoy tbe bistory of their love affair. Still thev are not
Peter and his wife. Their story is a sad but u'sual one.
Peter's wifc, who is Neli Prendergast's sister, has been sepa-
rated from ber first lover by ber matcbnîaking motber, and
thinking she bas been deserted by iini bas marrîed Peter.
Af ter a year or two the original lover turns up. Explana-
tions follow. Sbe is on the point of eloping witb bim, but is
prevented by Neli. Tben sbe confesses ail to Peter, wbo isvery angry. Next bier lover dies and Ptrsfes h
falîs very ill and Peter forgives, and ail ends well.

A new book by Walter Besant we always take Up ivith.
eagerness, tbougb not perbaps witb the same eagerness as
wben lie had Mr. llicc as bis partricr. IlBeyond the Dreamis
of Avarice " is, bis latest book, and exbibits the intimate
knowvledge of almnost forgotten districts of London and the
<idactie purpose for wbichi we now look f rom him. It telL4
the story of a gigantic ilîgotten fortune which carnies witb
it tbe curse of its origin. On the deatb of the last owner it
would naturally fail to al young doctor, wbo bias been brougbt
Up in ignorance of tbe possibility of bis coming into sucb an
inheritance. Wlien lie learns of its existence be learns
also of the wa v iii wbicli it bas been amassed. At first
lie resolves to ]lave niotbing 'vbatever to do witb it.
Tbe absence of an heir and tbe immense arnounit of tbe
fortune 50011 gets abroad. Claimiants, wbio can prove some
connection with the famnily appear in shoals from ail parts of
the world. In bringing tîtese before us Mr. Besant shows
lîîmself reînarkably skillful, as als4o iniri aking clear the
varied degrees of relationsbip to the last posses.sor of the
fortune. Tbese claimants belong te every class in life, but
on themn ail bas failen the sbadow of the curse wbich tbe in-
beritance ever brings witb it. Lucian, tbe young doctor,now resolves tbat, if he <bu-s flot take the fortune, 'nobody
else shall, and from that point it is an easy step to resolve
to take it himself. Froin the very beginning bis wife bas
refused to bave anytbing to do with a fortune su tainted, and
on this resolve, to whicb bu- comes despite bier entreaties, slie
leaves biîn. This is a bleavy blow to bim, but the desire for
tbis great wealth is tee strong to be resisted, and he pro-
dlaims bimself tbe hein- For a very brief space of tiîne he
u-njoys tbe sensation of being the wealtbiest man in
London, wben suddenly ail bis dru-ams are shattered by the
discovery of a will, by 'wbicb lie is deprived of every
cent of the fortune. For ai moment lie is cruslîed, and tben
lie realîzes tbat a great temptation bas been removu-d. Hlis
wife returnis to him, and evurytlîing is as it was before lie
was carriu-d away by bis desire of wealtb. Tbere is not a
great deal of inovement in the story, and the stage is 8oite-
what crowded with actors, but Mr. Besant succeeds in
keu-ping tbem distinct, and ini bis descriptions of tbem lies
tbe cbief interest of tbhe work.

"'Oid Brown's Cottages " by John Smith is tbe latu-st
volume ini tbe Psevdonym Library. It is a series of short
sketcbes of village life in England. Tbe inbabitants of eacb
cottage ai-e in a few words vîvidly br.cughit before us, and
the book gives us a clear idea of their mailler of life. The
sketches are supposed to bu- written by a lady wlîo is tbe dis-
trict visitor, and sbe, thouglt a soniewbat sbadowy personage,
is the connu-cting link between tbe six cottages. Tbere is4 a
good du-al of insight, power, and tuinan iîîterest in the book,
slight though itis.

In Macmillan's blue and gold series we have a cbarming
littie story by Miss Yonge, IlThe Rubies of St. Lo."ý It is a

domestie story, such as tbe author bias for so many years heem'
successfully writing, and will find many readers, especiallY
among girls. It shows the saine knowu-dge of girl life, and
thîe saine deep religious feeling, whicb have always mnarked
Miss Yonge's xvork.

In the saine su-ries we bave "lThe Sphinx of EaglIebawk"
iîy Roîf Boldî-ewood. Mr. Boldrewvood bere tries bIs b and
at imitating Bt-et Harte, and neot witlout success. Tt is the
story of a lady, who, for reasons disclosed in the narrativ.e,
for a time takes the position of barmtaid in a rougît i 11
an Australian mining-camp. There is >plenity of excitenielit
in tbe book-abduction, robbu-ry, and murder, and it ends
in thte triunipltant tîarriage of thie lieroin- witbi a barottet.

"A Mani of Mark "is not one of Anthiony Hope's bu-st
stote, but yu-t it is good enougb. Most novel writers would

be g-lad te have produced it, and most readers, thiouglb tltey
may recognize its inferiority to te Dolly Dialogues or the,
Iîtdîscretion of the Duciess, will stili find enijoymntt in read-
ing it. Thle Mani of Mark is the Presidenlt of a South
Ainierican Republic, and the story is told by thîe youîig mnt-
agrer of thte brancb of an Eîtglish lîank establishinent ii the
capital of the Republic. We are not going to te-ll tbe storY,
whîicb is of the- usual very modern type foir wbicli wu- look
froin Mr. Hope. Sufficu- it te say, tbat thu- polities of Aure-
ataland are sufficiu-ntly excitiîtg, and the- complications and ex(-
tractions thteîefroîîî are distinctly Anthony Hopeian.

Wu- have also received "lFar- froin the Madding Crowd,'y
by Thomîîas Hardy. We are glad that Messr-s. Macmillati re
not restricting themselves in their Colonial Library te neW
works, but are republisliig the works of eut- mnodernt tîuveî-
ists-. Those to whoin Bathsbeba, Gabriel, and Sergeanlt TrOY
are old ftiends will lie glad te welcome tbein again ini this ex-
cellent edition, atnd to tîtose wbo know then net we say
"iasteti te tnaku- their acquaintance."

BRIEFER NOTICES.
Uhoco,-ua's letaites. By Frank< Bolles. (Heuglitofi,

Mifflin & Co: Boston anîd Nu-w York. The Riverside Pre8ss
Cambridge. Price -$1.O.)-Cbocorua i8 thîe name of a moii'
tain and the tenants are its birds. A itatural scientist,W-
suppose, could tell front their naines wlîere the mountaiti 1
Itut as there is nto direct statemîtent on tbe part of the autîtor
and thme birds of woîn lie siîîgs are not of aîîy uncomulOli
species, wu- are left te out- inmagination. But sty- The
Maryland Yellow-tlu-oat " niay be a dule te theu locahity. Be
titat as it niay, tbe poeîns are ail written ini the Hiawath'
metr-, and there is a similar intermingling of Indian naines'
Pu-t-aps the best of them are on the IlLog-Cock '" apparetîY
a species cf our cemtnon wood-peck-î, the whîip-poor-will, aiid
the kingfislier. Thte author lias evidently mnade a study Of
the- habits cf the bird 's. There is ne "Ode te a Skylark."
The following is a specimen of the way be can at times present
a picture ; lie ts speakîng cf the kingfisber and one can ahflOst
see tbe actions described :--

Flash! a jet of white and azuire
Leaves the sandbank, clips the water,
Rises te a blasted maple,
Drooping o'er the Bearcamp eddies.
Hark ! Again the forest quivers
'ru the harsh and jarring challenge,
And agaiiî the fish are startled
By this plunge beneath the waters.

Thte publisiiets hiave left nothîng te be desired in tbe geilerel
appearanc- of the bock and some very pretty views are inter-
spersed throughcut.

Gi-euk Studies. A set-ies cf essays by Walter pater,
late Fellow cf Brasenese College, Oxford. (New York
Macinillan & Ce. Toronto : Rowsell & Hutebison. 81-75)
-The extended review cf the Englisti edition of this impor-
tant collection of essays which appeared in a recent nuîniber
cf TniE WEEK renders a mere mention cf the Amet-icai edi-
tien ail that is necessary. It is uniforin in style witlt the
othter works of Pater se well known te Ainericani and Can'
adian readers. Like ail the bocks wbich conie f rom the gregt
firm whese impress it bears it is faultlessly printed and ex-
cellently bound. We have a decided weakn ess for these red-
bound books cf Macumillant. TiiE WEEK is endebted tO
Messrs. Rowvseil & -Hutchisen fer this copy of the bock.
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