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In proportion to the number of words used. Though the
conciliatory tone adopted will not be without its effect, one
searches in vain for either admission or denial of the
alleged attempt of the German officers to assert German
control. over the whole island. The Prince indeed declares
that "the ohject of Germany's energetic action of repres-
sien can, and should only, be for the sole and exclusive pur-
pose of restoring public order, quiet and peace." But just
what kind and amount of encrgetic action was assurned to
ho necessary for this purpose does net appear. Possibly
the key to the whole difficulby may be found in Prince
Bismarck's strong expression of surprise that se much
sharp exchange of despatches could be possible"in cannec-
tion with a group of islands se insignificarit and interests
sa inconsiderable. It seems not unlikely that this view of
the comparative insignificance of British and American
interests in the islands, led Prince Bismarck ta reckon
without his host, and conclude that Germnan control could
be establishied without protest.

T HE universal sympathy which would ordinarily be
called forth by the sudden death of an heir-apparent

to one of the great European Monarchies has, in the case
of the late Prince iRudolf, of Austria, been partially
swallowed up in the surprise and curiogity excited by the
înystery surrounding the tragical event. [t is quite pos-
Bible that thé- whole truth cancerning the affair miay licver,
or not for many years, be known te liistory. The accaunt
first given to the public, attributing the sudden death to
apoplexy, or some kindred functional deraugemielt, 'vas
naturally discredited, partly on accaunt of inherent impro-
bability, partly by roason of watit of cohiesian with attend-
ant circumstancos. Whether the statements naw officially
made, attributing the ovent to suicide, the effect of incipient
insanity, will be roceived with similar incredulity remains
to ho seen. The teudency in the popular mind ta connect
the sad affair with disreputablo conduct of some kind
illustrates once mare, and in a very painful manner, the
prevailing impression with regard to the moralities sup-
posed to prevail among the scions of the reigning families
of Europe. Great expectations, perpetual flattery, and
possibilities of unlimited self-indulgence do net create an
atmosphere favourablo to tho development of the noblest

P personal qualities, and it would be wonderful were the
coming monarchs of the world ta escape the maelstroms on
every hand and enter manhood with unscathed morals.
The important question of the eil'ect of Prince Rudolf's
death upon the political character of the future monarchy
is outside the realmi of speculation, pending the determin-
ation of the succession.

ST. GEORGE'S SOCIETY.

IAT facy hatmost People wiIl regret the recent contostW for the presidency of St. George's Society; and it
can hardly be doubted that the gotters up of it were, for
the Most Part, political. wire-pullers who used the cry of
England and the Empire for the purpaso of displaying
their animosity tawards one from whom they differed in
local politics.

If the question wero consi'lered simply on its merits,
there is certainîy lia man in Canada who would confer
more honour upon the Society by occupying its presidential
chair than Mr. Goldwin Smith. That he is the first
Englishman in the Dominion, as a scholar, as a writer, as*a man of recognized ability, lia one would think of doubt-
ing. On the other hand, it is quito certain that Professor
Smith did not desire this position-or any other. What
could it give him, but trouble? Probably also incroased
exponse, for which ho would care but littie, as he is
certainly, already, one of the mast liberal supporters of
the Society. We believe that we are right in saying that
ho did not consent to stand until ho found that an apposi-
tion was heing organizod an hunes which he thought incon-
sistent with the purpose and meaning of the society.

The only reasonable objection which we have heard ta
the election of Mr. Smith was the fear lest his being
placed in that position at the present moment might lead
ta the impression that the St. George's Society, or in
ather words, the representatives of English sentiment and
opinion in Toronto, were in favour of Commercial Union,
or perhaps even of Annexation. If this had been the real
and sole reason of opposition ta Mr. Smith, it would have

been intelligible and evon respectable.
We can, indeed, quite understand that persans who

thoroughly respected Mr. Smith and appreciatod the value
of hie influence, socially and intellectually, in this country,
should yet hesitate ta place him in a position that mighit

i. leaci Âmericans ta suppose that they shared hie viewe as ta

the relations between the two countries. But, if this was
the real reasoii, it would have been very easy ta ropresent
it in this manner ta Mr. Smith and his suipporters, and we
are assured that hie would quite have undorstood the feel-
ing, and would have lef t himself in the hands of the
Society, leaving its memnbers ta, do simply what was best
for its interests.

But this was net douie. On the cautrary, a numl)er of
anonymous letters were addressed ta the city papers, set-
ting forth the so-called disloyalty of Mr. Smith, and his
variaus other disqualifications for the part af president.
On this point, we inust express aur surprise that a paper
canducted wîth such ability and general moderatian as
The Empire shauld have admitted seine of those letters.
We had thought that it was generally understoad thiat in
papers of a higher class ail published lotters containing
persanalities should be signed by their writcrs; and the
sooner this rule is acted upan the better.

0f course such letters can give lia cancern ta Mr.
Smith and his friends. They will remember the excellent
remark of ane who wvas suppased ta ho insulted. Ilia n,"
he said, "no gentleman will insult -ne; and lia other can."
The regret which is feit in cannectian with saine of those
praductiaus arise.% rather fram Publiecocnsiderations. It
is a pity that such letters shauld lie written and printed.

With regard ta the accusation of disloyalty, it is
absolutely certain that, with a great many wha have taken
Up the cry, it merely means that Mr. Galdwin Smith
advocates a palicy which they cansider adverse ta their
awn party political iuterests. Somo of his oppanents are
Imperial Foderationists, who dislike him because hie says
hie cannat understand what they exactly want. But same
are in faveur af Canadian Independence, and yet they catI
the advocacy of Commercial Union disloyalty.

Now, we have never professed ta be couverts ta Mr.
ýSmith'ls opinions anCommercial Union. It is averydifficult
and complicated question. We hald that a reasanable mani
may hold, withaut rebuke, the opinions as ta the future of
Canada expressed by Dr. Baurinot, the ather day, in his
lecture at Triuity College, or the apinions af Mr. Galdwin
Smith. Bath seem ta be quite confident of the truth of
their theories; but others, who hear bath sides, nay sus-
pend their judgment.

But even if we were quite satîstied that Mr. Smith was
utterly wrong an the sub ject of Cammercial UTnion, that
would make no differenco ta aur appreciatian of the valu-
able services which ho has rendered ta this Province and
its principal city; and it would ho absurd ta make his
opinion of what is advantageaus ta Canada a ground for
accusing him of disregarding the intereste of the Empire.
We do entirely believe that Mr. Smith is, thoroughly sin-
cero when hie says that the drawirig of the bonds betwocn
Canada and the United States dloser will tend ta promate
mare kindly relations between the States and the Mother
Country.

No one can doubt that a cordial friendship betweeu
England and America is of the highest importance, nat
anly in the interests of aIl English-speaking peoples, but
aise in those of human civilization; and the difficulties of
the IlIrish vote" must nover doter us frani' working ta
bring about that dosired result. Mr. Smith may be mis-
taken in imagining that the reaization of bis thoories would
help ta remove the irritation occasionod ta the larger power
by the thought of a hostile nation lying ahl along its nar-
thern frontier. Hoeînay ho mistaken, and hoe may nlot.
But whether ho is or nat, it can hardly ho doubted that hie
te sincere in blieving that hoe is sorving bath Eugland and
Canada; and it is absurd and ridiculous ta speak of such
a man as a Iltraiter " or Ildisloyal. "

Those who remember the chivaîrous and Patriotic course
taken by Mr. Smith, in opposing the Irish HomoeTuie
mavemont first in this city and afterwards in England,
where ho was welcomed as a fohlaw-cotiaatant by the best
Mon in the land, and was entreated ta offor himself as a
candidate for sanie of the principal constitueucies in Eng-
land and Scotland, wili scout the idea of such a man beiug
disloyal ta the land of bie birth, a land of which ho bas
proved hinisoîf a worthy and illustriaus sali.

We could not suifer this incident ta pass by without
comment; but the best thing wo can wish, for ail parties
caucornod, is that it may soati be forgottexi.

THE FORTHCOMING LABOUR CONGBESS.

il STORY ton centuries ago was the record of the strifes
of monarchs and the echemes of courtiers. Five

centuries ago it was the record of the st rifes of Parhiament
and the achemes of ministers. The histary of to-day will
ho a record of the strifes of the warking classes and the
schemes af demagogues. A long telegraphic despatch from

New York this week gives the llerald's forecasts of the
praposcd International assemblage of wage-earners ta bo
held at Paris tlis year. \Whatever may ho the schemnes
there uicoted, whcthcer the convention affects anything or
net, still it wil ho regarded as anc cf the t-oast significant
of the social and lîclitical phienomena of the day. If, as is
praposetl, reprosentatives cf the enorm-ous masses of labour-
ing men aIl over the wcrl(l roct at Paris, that nidus of
revolutions, and on afidate 'quogestive of revolutians, their
deliberations will bc lçeecnl y watchced. 'l'lic, Herald tallrs
of Il univergal b)rotherhood," Il reorgyanization of scciety,"
and se forth. It is doubtful if such impossible ide-als will
ho seriously cousidered. The world at large bas seen se
many visions of recrganizedl societi'-s that it is net likely
this canvention wili again try to coniure up the phantoni.
The naines (if (anipaneîla, and Morelly, and Barbeuf,
Louis Blanc, anid St. Simn, and othcrs, with their un-
attainable systonis cf social perfectibility, are warnings
against further thecrizing. What prabably the convention
will consider are questions relating taei relationship of
enmployer and einployed, tlic cflicacy cf cambination, the
present systein ocf uxatian, the proper luiiit of logislation
in matters relatiwr to wages an 'lborth value of co-

operaticu, proletarian parl ianîcntary representation, the
insuring cf the ives cf employés, and many such kindred
prablemns, with aIl their many ramifications. If the con.
vention succeeds in throwing a drylight on such subjects,
the year 1889 will bho mem-orable perbaps in history live
centuries hence, whien newer prol)lems will have arison,
such, perhaps, as the brotherhaod cf nations instead of the
brctherhcad cf wage-eaners.

LUNDON LETTEýR.

1A11DL~Y anyono was iu the Acadenuy on the marning
S of the private view. In the great galory perhaps

wvere a dozen people (amangst whoint Is aw Hardy, the
ncvelist, Calderan, and florsley), se that there was space
enough toeutave ab)out iu amaong the wanderfui scenes
which, ln a hewildcringly dclightftil fashion, encampassed
oneon ouvery side, aIl the niore delightful that after a
wander arcund Dutch villages you can the next moment
turn inta an English lane with its dear familiar landinarks,
ail the nmcre hewiltlering that froni the grave nobles of
Renîhîraxndt's tinte you can hock at the portraits cf certain
welknown nineteenthi century folk, with whom, by tho
bye, you will most probably ho coming face ta face. No
early Italians ta disturh one's peace of rmmd, a great variety
of work, capitally arranged-what mar£,ecau the picture.
amateur desire ?

I chanced by good luck ta go round the exhibition with
s;oiiie ane who centuries ago, ho saici, had seen the Lesles,
Eggs, Plîillip, Muiready, Machise at the Academ-y, and wa
ini consequenedO lmgercd ini front of theni, painting out their
perfections withî an affectionate, loyal baud, perfections
which existed stilî ta bis ald oye, as they existed whon, as
a yauig minu, lie lind tried ta imitate the composition,
attitudes, and colotir, whiclit tanie were foc often unnatural
and extravagant. HI, shawed me at once, what I hope I
shauld in tirne have (isdavered, the grade and refinement
of Leslie's work, pciiiting ont the care and feeling, fre-
quent charmi and tmruth cf ex~prssion, resalutely refusing
ta acknawledge, the fillilts upan which .1, with my harder
modern sight, însisted. IlYeu say you can see al this for
yourself lu the Lesiies in the National Gallery and the
Kensington Museumi," hoe bogan, Ilbut you are disappoiuted
with these. Why h [t is only that you arc se accustaod
ta the onos you have looked at se many tines you have
forgctten thteir fatits. '[leme are neither warse nor botter.
Surely the rare quaities, which lia anc can deny, shouid
ovorbalance those inequalities whichî are so easy ta discover
that any fool can point themn ont. Look at Sterne and the
chaise-vamupers wife. I1li-drawni? Poch ! that's a smali
matter ini this case. But no anc reads Trist'rarn Shavtdy
now-a-days: they rend Rider Haggard instead. No one
cares far art, ar takes the trouble ta understand it." Sa
mny objectionss meited, like sncw, before the honest, warmn
praise of work which ta an uncritical gl ance soems occa-
sionaliy se iacking. tili by the time we had examined ahi
Leslie's pieces I was lu a fit condition humnbiy to isten ta
coîmnnedatian of Maclise's "1Hunt the Siipper, at Neighbaur
Flamborough's" (there is an expression on the Vicar's face
se natural and fine that as I laoked I almost expected it
ta alter), of Egg's "lCame, Rest lu this Besoin," of Dyce's
IlJacob and Rachel "-ta listen withaut a word of contra-
diction. There were others, worse than 1, who hurried
past these canvases with averted eyes (moat of the news-
paper young gentlemen who write on art did virtually the
saine next day>, but I think I chose the botter part, and
cannat iook upon the tiaîe as wasted, wben during it I


