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A DEPUTATION f rom the Dominion Trades and
Labour Congress informed the Ontario Minister of

Education the other day that labour erganizations view
with distrust the introduction of manual training into the
Public Sehools. The workingmen of Canada will make a
griovous mistalie if they ailow themseives te be persuaded

to oppose this great educational reform. With just as
mucli reason might clerks, book-keepers, professional men,
and, in fact, ail whose callings require a certain amount of
intellectual training, organizo tbemselves inte guilds and

protest against the teaching of reading, writing, and
aritbmetic in the schools. They miglit dwell upon the
injustice of being compolled to pay taxes for the purpose

of training up boys and yeung mon by the thousand to

become thoir future competitors in the varieus branches of

mental industry. The one argument would be just as

good as tho other. It must be that the deputation and
those whom they represont quite nîîsapprehend the kind

andi scope of the manual training proposed to be given in

the schools. To train a boy's hantis, and eyes, and brains

by means of the tools andi other appliances of the work-
shop and Iaboratory is no more to teach him a trado than
to train certain othor faculties of reasoning and rofloction

and judgmont by means of book and pen and pencil is to

teach him a profession. The true aim of education is te

develope pari passu aIl the facuitios of body and mind that

the future man may have full control of ahl. To this endi
the cultivation of the hands anti the perceptive powers,

hitherto so much neglected, is just as esstintial as the
cultivation of what we are accustomedtiet caîl the higlier

facultios. The wonder is that modern intelligence lias
been so slow to recognize the trîîth.

B Y tbeir attitude in regard te prison labour aiso, the
)workingmen are standing in their own liglit, as well

as opposing the true interests of society andi the State.
No one is rhore bonefited than the labouring man by
wliatever helps to prevent crime, to lessen taxation, to

increase productive industry, and to promote the moral
well-being of the community. That the tendency of a

judicious system of prison labour is to do ail these things
will not be questioneti by any one wbo lias given intelligent

attention to the subject. Such a systemn is one of the
most efficient andi indispensable means of accomplishing
the higher ends of aIl prison discipline, whether those endis
be regardeti as punitive, preventive, or reformatory. Sta-
tistics show tbat tho evil of competition which the work-
ingmen s0 greatly dread is littie more than a bugbear.
Mr. Brockway, in the December Forum, asserts, presum-
ably not without good authority, that the output of prison
manufactures bas never anywhero cxceeded one-flftls of
one per cent. of the mochanical products of free labour, a
mere bagatelle to be put in the balance against ail the
benefits that would accrue to the individual anti the State

from a proper use of the beneficont agency of produc-
tive labour in the prisons and penitentiaries. With the
growth of democracy the balance of power is graduaily
passing into the hands of the workingman. Great xiii ho
the disastrous resuits te society anti the State- if hoe fails
te keep the apparent interests of himself andi his class far

enough away from bis oye toeonable him to take un those
broatier viows and relations, tbe intelligent comprehension
of which is essentiai to eniightened Governm-enit. We say

"iapparent interests " because it is at least doubtful
whether the cost of maintaining- convicts in idleness is net

a heavier tax on the workingman's reseurces than any that
their cempetitien in labour couiti possibly inflict.

T Econdition of the insane asyiums in the Province of
Quebec, as brouglit te liglit by the recent Report of

the Royal Commission appeinted by the Local Govern-

ment is a reproacli te the Province andt t Canada. The

very fact that these institutions are in the hands of privato

preprietors is, of itseif, sufficient te stamp the system as
wholly behinti the time. No modemn Government can

acquit itseif of gross negleet of tiuty se long as it lantis

over the care of the lunatics, imbeciies, idiots and other

unfortunates unabie te take came of themsel vos, te the ten-
der mercies of any private institution whose managers,
however wortliy their aims, can give ne guarantee that

tliey pessess the speciai knowledge anti skili requisite fer
the most approveti scientific treatment of their patients,

and whose proprietors wil bave, necessarily, a pecuniary

interest in keeping dewn expenses, anti in lengtbening,

rather than shortening, the periods of confinement.. The

resuits of sucli a system, as describeti in the Report, are

eniy wliat were te have been expected. There is, it ap-
pears, ne attempt at a preper classification of inmnatos, or

at a scientific regimen, or even au, a uniform system of

management and restraint. Over-crowding, bati ventila-

tion, the lack ef precautions for saving life, etc., are obser-

vable throughout. Worst of ail is the aimost complote

absence of that which oeaweulti naturally expeet te finti

provideti first witli especial care,-professional skill anti

appliances for sanitative and curative treatment of patients.

The preprietors, it is said, refuse te recegnize the medical

boards appointod by the Gevernment, and wili net even

permit individual members of those boards te inspeet thoir

establishments. The seener the Quebec Govrnmnent makes
a radical change in the whole system, se as te socuro for

those meîtaily diseaseti the benefit of the best professional

treatment of the day, the btter will it vindicate tho repu-

tatien of the Province for intelligence anti humanity.

T H1E announcement, matie by President Clevelandi in bis

last Address te Congress, that stops have beeîs takon
for the assemblage at Washington during the ceming year
of the representatives of the South anti Central American

States, together with these of Mexico, Hayti anti San
Domingo, te discuss sundry important menetary anti
commercial tepics, bas considorable intorest for Canadians.
It is, te say the least, unfortunate that Canada shouiti ho

debarreti by circumstances from having a voice in such
deliberations,. anti the question naturally suggests itseif

wliether seme proper means may net ho foundt t remove
the formai obstacles which prevent lier f rom deing se.

The nature of these obstacles is easiiy understood. The

Unitedi States initiate the mevement, and, naturally

enougli in view of the speciai objects aimed at, confine
invitations te American States. International etiquette

forbide the epening of eany communication with Canada

save through Great Britain, whicli, as a Europoan State,
can biave ne place or reprosontatien in the Conference. It
might oe worthy of consideration whether the Canadian

(4oveisnment sheulti net, under the peculiar circumstances,
ask permission and autliority, which would probably ho
cranted, te take a place in the Conferonce as an indepenti-

ont State for this special occasion anti purpose. This
wouid, of course, involve hier right for the time being, and
within the limiits of the Conference, te make and ratify a
conmmercial agreement or troaty in lier own namoe. In-
superable objections might, perhaps, arise, but sucil scarceiy

appear on the surface Canada's position in the case is,
it must ho cenfessed, somewhat liumiliating, anti it mnay,

furthor hoctthe occasion te lier of the los ef important
comme rcial advuntages.____

P RESIDENT CLEVELAND'S annuai message te Con-
gress loses much of the importance that shoulti beieng

te the pronouncement of the Chef Magistrate of a nation
of sixty millions, from the fact that lie is net oniy a de-
feated candidate for re-election, but is witbout the sup-
port of the roquisite majority in the Sonate te onsure the
adoption of any moasuros lie may new recommend. It is
ewing te this state of affairs, ne doubt, that bis lengthy
message is made up se largeiy of generai report anti argu-
ment, anti proposes se littie of definite legisiatien or action.
lis viows upon the tarifi anti ether matters, iii regard te
which ho expresses himseîf strongly, de net carry even tlie
weight that woulti belong te them were it certain tliat lie

speaks as the leader of the Deocratie party tiuring the

coming four-years campaign. The Chicago Tribune dlaimis
te have discoveroti a "lgenerai feeling" that it wouid be
unbccoîning, anti even improper, for one wlio bas swayçd
the sceptre of the great Republic "lte afterwards enter
into business cempetitien with any of bis fellow-citizons."
We do net know whother this feeling woulti ikewiso debar
him fromn the position of recognizeti leader of lis party anti
framer of its generai policy in opposition. But it is tioubt-
fui whether'the party will ho willing te, further trust te
the leadiership of one whe has led it te defeat fromn the

higli vantago grounti of the Presidency. It wouiti net ho sur-
prising shoulti the Democrats prefer te try a new leader

anti a modifleti poiicy. This uncertainty deprives the

Presitient's vigoreus arraignmnent of the fiscal pehicy cf the

nation, which forms the strengeet paragrapli in the mes-

sage, ef mest of its force anti significance.

TIEpart of the message whicli touches upon the Fisl-
cries dispute lias, naturaily, a spocial interesb for

Canadians. The references te this subject involve the

samoe inconsistoncy that bas cast se sinister a shadow upon
President Cle'velaild's course in regard te it cluring the

hast months. He "continues te ho ef opinion that the

treaty of February hast, which faihedti t receivo the ap-

provai of the Sonate, titi supply a satisfactory, practicai

anti final adjustment, upon a basis honourabie anti just te
both parties, ef the tiifficult anti vexd question te whicli

it related," anti stili seeîns te ho uncenscieus of any incon-

gruity between that opinion ant Il"certain recommenda-
tiens for legisiatien cencorning the important questions

invoiveti," wlîich ho submitted te, Congress on tihe rejeo-

tien ef the treaty. This was, we suppose, te ho expected.
The President ccuhti hardly afford te confess, even tacitly,

that these recommendations were more buncombe, a bit of
potty party strategy. Hie dees well, however, te, inveke

the eamnest anti iminediate attention of Cengress te the

presont unsatisfactory condition of tho question, anti le is

undloubtediy riglit in intimating that there is nothing in
this or any other subject of dispute between Great Britain

anti the Unitedi States Ilthat is net susceptible cf satisfac.

tory adjustment by frank diplomatie treatment."

T\O other matters toucli:d upen whicli are of speciai
T nterest te Canatilansar the Behiring Sea Seal flali-

cries anti international aid te vessels in distress on the
Lakes. In regard te the flrst, Presitient Clevelandi lopes
te be enabloti soon "lte submit an effective anti satisfactery

conventionai proJeet witli the Maritime Powers fer the
appreval of the Sonate." Seme1 international arrangement

te prevent the fur-bearing seals in those waters from exter-
,mination is, ne deubt desirable, anti any reasonable cou.-

Vention which bids fair tei accomphiali that object, andi at


