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THE WEEK.
il fraugiht witb evils which ilnust become obvious on a littie reflection, nWhich are becomning serious in Canada.

AME9RIcAN seholars mnay well be congratulated on the success which
attenldinm- the explorations in Icaria, recently comimenced under the dirg
tIl" Of the Ainericanr School of Classical Studies at Athens. Within s
Weeks after commenciîng operations the excavators unearthed the Terril
of Apollo,' finding within it an altar, sculptural representations of Apolinl relief, inarbie seats, vases, and other objects of archoeological interekThe foundations of other classical buildings have been discovered iii t]
sme nleighbourlioo0 and a thorough examination is now to be made, wiievery prospect of the nîost intcresting resuits. The existence and oper
ti8of this wchool at Athns are a pleasing proof that the peple of titiflited States are flot wholly given up to the worship of mioney, or tIPureuit of the grosser and more superficial pleasures whicli it is potent 1Procure. The nation seenms to be passimg from the first, or material stac
of its Wonderful progress, and is rapi<cily developing the scientific, ti:artisti0 , and the schiolastic spirit.

TUEp discovery seerns to have been made almnost siiiiultaneously iPEngland and the United States thiat the respective coinages of tlîe twcOluntries are lanientably defective fromn the artistic point of view. Mi
Il1ar unt, iii the course, of a recent lecture in England, held up

PennIy and a six1 îeiîc, and exclaimed, IlTbink wbat a paltry people w
8hal aprn to posteriLy witb such nîiiserable specimens to be judgFd by!Thepreentdesigns in Amierican coins are thus classified by the C/îristiaýUnon: "ýGood, 0a fcw; antiquated and over-conventional, many- atroCiOU18iY bad , several." A bill bas been introdnced in both Hu ses oeollgres8 eniipowvering, the director of the mint to cause new designs an(
41odels to be prepared and adopted. The bill seems to meet with genera
approval, men of taste being unianimrous in the opinion that the coins ai
pre8ent current are, on thenwhole, as speciniens of the art, unwortby oithe?0PUbljc and of the age. ___

TUIE question of reforti of the House of Lords is evidently one thatWllot down. The desire for rcforîn-D' perhapï we should say the con-
"iCtiOnl of its nece8sity-is flot confined to the Liberal Party, or even to1Corioclasts outsgide the' sacreil pale of the Peerage. Lord Rosebery's

dftdmotion was supported by some Conservatives and by a numberOf Urnionist-Liber1 Pers. Lord Salisbury hias declared himsef ready to
et84rany definîte scheme of rcformn placed before bim in black and*hite. As a result, two new proposals are now before the country. Lordblt"Iven las întroduced a Bill which propnunds a definite scheme, the
Priuasof which have not yet comle to baud. Mr. George Curzon andkr, St. John Broddick, each of whîom is the eldest son of a Peer, haveel4bOrated a comprehiensive plan in the pages of the National ]?eview.This 8 2e , like that of Lord iRosebery's, involves reduction of the num-

br Ofhereditary Peers, and enilargement of the non-liereditary element.he restriction would be efl'eeted by mnaking, a tern of service in some
ý4liaInentary, diplomatic, or other public eapaeity, a condition of theSOf a writ of summons to an crie succeeding to a Peerage. The

% nembes of the Upper b-ouse--niamely, the Bishops-would be
relcdto twelve, and the numlber of life Peers increased by the additionytO o e ominated by the Crown, fifty to ho elected by the Com mons,9, certain1 additional numiber to lie chosen by the colonies. Wbatever

144y lie the fate of any particular sceeie, there cen be no doulit that the
'eOF proposais represent, to use the words of thîe London Mail, "a

lk>l*ý 0f tendency wbicli no wise statesman will despise and no0 prudent
Poi"IlWill ignore." ____

Teelection of General Boulanger, by a majority of nearly 100,000,
Ita new stage in the singular Boulanger exciternent in France.

t,, erY likely that the meaniing of this triumph, apart from the humi-'~ t ilnfliets upon the Frenchi Ministry, lias been greatly exaggerated.hat t ealis war witb emay or, as the Se. James's Gazette seems
foe0e, possibly with England, which is said to be the objeet ofe.~ tOulaîîger's special dislike, is highly improbable. There is, it is true,k gel e leinent of uncertainty in the problem, dependent mainly upon theIl di f mia thi8 General Buagrmay now prove himself to b. Unless

leth eints the general expectation, outside bis excited partisans, lie lias
44 bas 8rengtl nor capacity for leading a great nation in a great criais,kow 0 %8robably discretion enougli not to atteînpt it. But the public can

w ir'1rll "Iflnd developments. If lie is reallv a Nplo ndsus hW'1fnit out ail too soon.

nd OSE of the results of the recent changes in the political situation in
France is the consent of the Chamber by a vote of 290 to 170 to take into
consideratioîî the principles of M. de Lesseps" proposai of a Lottery Loan
for the Panama Canal. The Government stood aloof from the discussion,isand tlie resolve to consider does, of course, necessarily imply the passage

ix- of the Bill. But the decision of the Chamber to discuss the measurelx whicb the former Governiment refused to admit, is a striking proof of thele influence of M. de Lesseps and bis admirers. This influence may inhereIo largely in the preýsure brouglit to bear by the Frenchi investors, who have
(t. already contributed vast suais to the enterprise, and who must now oither
rie consent to regard ail previous investnients as wasted, or aid the bold andLbdetermined projector in securing the immense sums stili necessary, accord.a- in to eveji the most sanguine calculatioîîs, for the completion of theleproject. To invoke the aid of the lteyinhesacred name of charity,leas the Frenchi have long been accustomed to do, is bad enough - the pro-ýO posed resort to it in aid of a great industrial enterprise must be, if donc~Cwitb Govurniient approval, even worse in its efteets upon the public

îîîorality.

TiHE news of the sudden death of Mr. Mattliew Arnold, whlîi occurred
nat Liverpool, on Monday, was received with feelings of genuine regret not
0only liere l)ut everywhere tbrougbout the Englisb-speaking world. Thougli
7.it cannot be said thiat bu ever enjoyed anlything like popularity, lus

a authority as a nian of lttvrs was gencrally, thougli perhiaps unwillingly
e recognized. At the tijue of bis death lie was the subject of somne very),severe criticisni by the Amnerican press, wliich bitterly resented the tone oflis article on Givilization in ilhe United States, in the current number of

the Nineteenthi Century. Mr. Arnîold was only in bis sixty.sixth yoar
f wben hie was so suddenlly stricken down.

S(JOTTiUIs HOME R ULE.

LÂST week wo briefly directed attention to another of the mischievous con-
sequences which are tlowing fromn the Irish Home Rule movement. We
have now a "lScottish Home Rule Association," witli a body of office-bearers,and a colonial secretary who bas been so obliging as to send out a circular
soliciting subscriptions in the colonies for the purpose of forwarding the
good work of freeing Scotland ! it is neeessary that this inischievous
sceeme shoold bo exposed witbout delay. Whien we corne to examine thecircular of which we bave spoken, although frequently provoked by itscontents, we are somnewhat reassured by noting the naines of the "loffice.
bearers," or rather by recalling the mrany great Scottish names of the pre-sent day whielî are Ilconspicuous by their absence." Tlie president is theMarquis of Breadaîbane, a comparativeîy young man to lie the leader insuch a enterprise, and of whom we have neyer beard that lie possesses anyqualifications that would fit bim foi' tlîe part of a Scottiali Parnell. Theonly other name in the list of which the world lias any special knowledge
is that of Professor Black je, chairinan of coînmittee, who bias spoken soewise words and a great many very foolisb and fligbty ones, in bis tolerable
long life ; but wlio, as a practical man, lias about as little influence as it ispossible for a man of his unquestionable abilities, versatiliby, and genialityto possess. Dr. C. Cameron, M.P?., aîîd Sir John Kinilocli are the vice-
presidents, and they do not add very greatly to the strength of the bodywbîch they represent. Our courage rises as we survey the leaders of the
opposing host.

When we turn fromn the representatives to the programme of the societywe are divided by emotions of wonider, amlusement, and indignation. Weare reminded of the facetious Englisliman's translation of the sentiment ofa sonueWhat similar movement whicb had an evanescent existence abouttwenty years ago. Hie said it miglit be summed up ini the phrase: " Scot-
land for the Scotch and England for us ail ! ' But indeed we take leaveto doulit whether the present movement is directed by men who are, to usea significant Scotch word, canny enougli to projeet anything so practicaland sensible. On the contrary, tbey seemn rather like spoiled children who,because they cannot have more than their own share of the good thingisthat are going, are rcady to destroy their own share along witli that of therest, un order to spite their competitors

These are generalities: let us coule to details, with sucli patience as wemay be able to command. The Il onorary Colonial Secretary "-that into say, the gentleman wbo lias been appointed to sec thoet money can becollected for this cause in the colonies-sends forth a circular letter I "gothat our countrymen may be informed of the struggle that we are makingto secure our political freedoin." This is eharming. We are afraid that,if any Englishman or Irishman should appear at the next banquet of theSt. Andrew's Society and hint to the assemblu.d Scots that they had been
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