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M.GLADSTONE AND DR. INGRAM ON TRE UNION.

Gý'LADSTONE's article in the Nineteentli Century on Dr. Ingram's history
Sthe Union lias now come to hand, and betrays, by its discourteous

V'OlenCe of language, Mr. Gladstone's consciousness that tlie Disunionist
1188 lias received a heavy blow.

It now clearly appears that the infamous charge broiîght by Mr. GIad.
%toue1 against Pitt and the British statesmen of that period, of liaving

8e8emaicalydestroyed or suppressed documents relating to, the Union,
f"1tepurpose of covering their own criminal acts, is founded on a

Passage i0 Mr. Ross's preface te the Cornwallis Papers, a series of docu- 9
Illerits the preservation of which is itself sufficient to rebut the charge. o
M1r. Gladstone speaks of the Cornwallis Papers as containing "astounding i

~6Vatons,,Obviously then they would have been the first things to be 0
lestroyed. Mr. Ross's words are:

I Among the valuable sources of information thus freely opened te me
)itu1st mention the Spencer, Hardwicke, Sydney, and Melville Papers.
%"~~IY other collections have been as cordially submitted to my inspection, C
th lpon investigation it appeared that such documents as might have t~

1~nadditional liglit on the history of those times, and especially of the d
tt h1,ad been 'purposely destroyed. For instance, after a ,earcli, insti- F
Qtd at Welbeck by the kindness of -the Duke of Portland, it was ascer- d
"led that the late Duke had burnt ail bis father's political papers from X
8to bis death. In like ninner, the Chancellor, Lord Clare, Mr. b~lkam, Aïr. King, Sir Herbert Taylor, Sir Edward Littiehales, Mr. tl

t', the Knight of Kerry, and indeed almost ail the persons officiaiiy~tl.Cerned in carrying the Union, appear to have destroyed the whole ofa
thl Papers. Mr. Marsden, by whom many of the arrangements were a

%c idd eft a MS. book containing invaluable details, which was burnt at
fl ew years ago by its thon possessor. The destruction of s0 many lii

il lable documents respecting important transactions cannot but be fr
Zrded as a serious loss to the political history of those times. Lord th

",rManton, Lord Donoughimore, and a few others who bad fortunaty b
%t 41d Some original bottera, etc., have kindly ailowed me to maire use of
1%tn Lord Teignmouth, Sir Alexander Malet, and Mr. F. H. Robinson mn
, 0' lOst obligingly sent me the papera of their respective fathers, relating w
'ýourse to the Indian portion of this work." s

VlThsparagrapli is somewha t ambiguously worded ; but a careful perusal ag

ShWthat it. coes nt sustain Mr. Gadstone's inditment, even with it
l8%ý t the bimited numbter of documents to which it relates. Mr. Ross be
t- .at the papers which miglit have thrown liglit upon the history of on

es, b 5  and eapecialby of the Union, had been purpoaeby destroyed, ex
M des net say that they bail been destro+rd for the special purpose se

81PPreasing, the history of the Union, thougli it is the loss of those hi
%tto the Union that lie bas particular roason to regret. H1e tolas us

Ithe Duke of Portland's papers, from 1780 to bis death, (October, ou
ý Were burnt; noer does lie intimate that in the other cases any dis- th

ti 011hud beexn made betweee papers relating te the Union and those fai

relating to other subjects. Ail the persons enumerated are stated to have
destroyed the whole of their papers. It was flot so mucli the fashion in
those days to keep confidential or private papers for publication as it is
now. To break the force of the fact that ail the Duke of Portland's papers
were alike destroyed, Mr. Gladstone suggests that the object was to destroy
those relating to the Union, and that the rest, being confused with these,
were committed indiscriminately to the flarnes-a purely gratuitous hypo-
thesis, and one eminently characteristic of the mental habits of Mr.
Gladstone.

It will be observed that the Duke's papers were burnt not by the Duke
himself, who had been concerned in the transactions to which they related,
but by his son. In the saine way Mr'. Marsden's manuscript book was left
by him intact, and so rernained for haif a century, when it was destroyed
by the person into whose possession it had corne, and who is flot stated to
have had any connection with the Governinent. In summing up bis article
Mr. Gladstone avers Ilthat the accusations of foui, play, in its worst as well
as in its less revolting forms, against the methods and agencies which
brought about the Union are painfully sustained by the evidence before us
of extensive destruction of documents and papers'by the persons principally
coniceried." Does hie extend thîs accusation to Pitt?

lIad Mr. Ross discovered, or found reason to suspect, a concerted sup-.
pression of documents relating to the Unio>n, there was nothing to hinder
him from telling us so in plain terins. lHe has evidently felt under no
restraint in bis publication of passages injurious to the Union in the Corn-
wallis Papers. That those papers should be lef t intact is in itself, I repeat,
a confutation of Mr. Gladstone's charge.

Among the documents of which lie lias made use Mr. -Ross specially
mentions those in the State Paper Office relating to the Union, and to
papers preserved in Dublin Castie. To the papers in Dublin Castie, lie
says, he obtained unrestricted access through the kindness of the Lord
Lieutenant, adding that bis researches among them were materiall aided
by Colonel Larcom, the Under-Secretary.

In a note Mr. Ross refers to the letter which appeared in the cttenoeurn,
of February, 1859, stating that within the last few years many confidential
nd secret papers deposited in Dublin Castie had been destroyed by order
îf the Irishi Oovernment ; but hoe positively contradicts the statement.
It is truc," lie says, Il that fromn the neglected state in which for a lengtli

f time these papers liad been left many were lost or were inadvertently
estroyed, but no inte.ntional destruction ever took place." Neglect, it
vould seemr, was the very opposite of studious suppression.

IlDid the necessary linuits of this article permit [coolly reinarks Mr.iadstone] it would not be difficuit to show that the British Governiment
ook an active part iii the work of suppression. 1 will only cite one anec-ote from the younger Grattan, as lie gives it on the higli authority of Mr.ester. The Opposition had their speech6s on the Union, with otherocuments, carefully prepared for publication, and entrusted thein to one[oore, a Dublin publisher, though Mr. Foster warned them that lie wotildetray tliem. Moore sold them, accordingly, to Lord Castlereagh, andîey were burned in Dublin Castie."

This gossiping anecdote which is given as the sole proof of so heinous
charge against some of the highest nimes in English history is repeated
second hand, and seems to bear untrustworthiness on its face. Is it

kely that the Opposition would have allowed themselves to be debarred
om giving their speeches to the world by the trickery of a single printer,
at they would have kept silence about the matter, and that we should
ive been left to hear of it through Mr. Foster and young Grattan ?ILt
iglit have been supposed that, the accuser would have feit bound, at
hatever cost of space in the pages of the magazine, most carefully to sub-
antiate bis accusation against the maemories of British statesmen and
'ainst the country, so far as its lionour is bound up with theirs. But
appears that lie can admit the existence of nothing good or great
'fore him any more than of anything good or great beside him. It is not
ougli for him to makre a pedestal for himself by tearing down ail the
isting institutions, and the presont good namne of the country: bis
Lf-esteem must be fed witb a holocaust of ail that is illustrious in national
story.

That the politica of those days were if a pecuniary sense far less pure than,
rs; that Grattan's Parliarnent especially was a sink of corruption ; and:
at any dealings with its members were sure to ho more or less dirty, so,

a.9 thost' inembers therwgelves wero coacorned, m1ay' le ireadily edmitted, i


