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SPENCER'S "1ECCLESL4 ST[C,l L [STTTON.

Mat. ltlnEr SPEN-CgR necessarily approaches the subject cf reli.gion an<I
religious institutions. with a mettieti conviction that there is nothîn"g in
Ileaven or Farth wvhich is not <reaînet of in a physical philosophy. IlIo
is also bound to inake ail things acconmeodate theinselves to the Spe'îîerian

law of Evolution, according to whiclîftie occupation of the Supreîîîe Bî'ing,
or, if the terni is prefî'rred, the Sîîprenî Force, is the evî'rlastiîg tcn.

version of the Iloînogeneous iute the I h'terogeneous, anîd of teUiI[etel'-
geneous back into tlîc Ilomnogeneous, tiîroughi 41ternating proce.sst's of
differentiation anti integration, that whichi is doue by the first proce.ss
being a w'ays undone by the second ;albeit, to our moral aplprîhenstiioni,
this eîîdless rotation of iîwchaniicai Construction and demlolition, onn as
ainiless as the other, sens a sorry eiîploymî'îît for the Eternal, aîîd fitr
below that cf even a îîortal wlio is struoolin-' or lu'lpin, others ta strurgb'(

towards a ighî'r t'laî'acter and life. Mîrî'cx'er, Nl r. 8pencer lias a scll'cîîg
sense of the etliical aberrations cf the elî'rgy, xvîicli is sonwîtimes ai lowed.(

a littie ta disturb his phlosopliv. I [e lias evidit ly a more tlian scienti lic

plcasure iii likening the practice of an Arciibi.4hop cf Canterbury, wvlo
Composes a prayer for D ivine protection in vai', to those tif a priest cf the'

Coînanchecs, with an intimation that of the two the Arclibiishop is thc

worse ; in tracing the affijities cf the Book cf Comîînoni Prayer te lic
functions cf the Medicine Main, and in connccting a case cf buliying at
King's College with Uice religious object cf thec fouît' o n h'ceia

character cf the staff. Political Prelacy and the political action of the
c]ergy generally have wrought inuch cvii, and brouglit mucli scandai on
relig ion ; but tliey must ha hiedd ta bî' cntireiy separable net oîîiy froîn
Theismn but froîîî Chlristiaîîity, 8eeing that iii the lirst ages oif Chiristiani-
ity, xvhilc it was winîiing tue worlcl, there wvas assurvdly neither prelate uuor
Clergyman. This, no îloîîbt, Mr. Spencer cit'ariy perceives ami would
admit ; but lus innuendees are somnewliat swecpinig.

Ilowever, it mnatters not wliat Mn. Spencer's prepossessions miay be

nor need we enter iîîto the genieral questioni bctween Jin and his rcligious
oppenients. Hie lîcre propounids à special theory as te the genesis cf
religion. All religionlie, says, witilîut excePtion' lias its orngin in a belief
in ghosts or doubles, particulariy in tue ghosts or doubles of powerfîil and
niasterful chiefs or x'enerated ancestons. The belief in glîosts or doub les
again bas its origin in dreanis. Religion, jn a word, is apctlîcosis gradually
subtilized and sublimated by the intlu'iecs of advancing civiiizatioîî, til

ut becomes Monotheism aîîd a moral religioti.
The reality of apotheesis or cf anceston-worship nobody doubts. W/e

bave in historie timnes the deitication cf Greek hences and cf Romîani
Empenors ; we have, what is very like dei6ication, the canonization of
Sainîts iii Reinan Catholic and in Maliometan cotintries, tbough it tnight

be difficuit te conncct the canonization of Saints at ail events with the

belief in doubles, the idea in tlîis casa certainly baîng that the seif-same
inartyr or ascetic stili lived inu God. But when we proceed to resolve

ail religion ilîto aptîo9s question at once presonts itsclf to whlîi, se
far as we can See, Mr. 'Spencer's tretse furnisiies ne answer. To elevata

a mina inito dîviîîîty you înnlst appaurently irist have a notion cf a divine
nature. The double of a cliief or alîcestor is, in itself, thie doublc cf a chiaf

or aîicestor ant i iotliig mîore ; inuiply the counterpart ad in/imnrtum and
it \Vili stili lie the couniterpaît of a îîian, however powe(rful and miastorful,
or lîowever veneratcdl, 111 not a gcd. 'Po turti it inta a god a radically
litfreeit con3ception îîîu4t collit in. \Ve sec tiîis plaiti]y in sucli a casa as

the conversion cf Briiîlas intLo an obj'ct of worslîip by tho gratitude of

tliose whoîc lie liad liblerated, or thet doi licat ioni cf thie Roîiian. Emperors
dead or liviîiig, in a tranîsport cf s''rvîie adulaticon. The notion cf Dcity
oce given, apotheesis is easiiy undeusitooi1 ; iîut othcrwise it seoms te
rctjuîre an expianatioîi wliclî w' do luot iiii in ÏNr. Spencer's pages. Nor
tîces Lt signify liox faur iîauk %vo go in the lîistory cf the humnanit md.
Let eachi cf the two notions, tiiat of a glîost or doîuble antI tlîat cf Doity, ho
as rudiînentary as yoîi llIN, tiiero us :îpparentiy stili a funiîaniental
dith'rence iîetween tliî wliieii forbitis us te believe that the oua is merely
the ofibpring or developmeîîit cf the otlîîr.

For lus inductive evilîtices Mr. Spe.îtc'î gOt'5 chieiiy to savago tribes.
But xvhy, it îiust lîe ask'l once Ilor', art' sa Vage, tribes te lie reegnized
as cer oracles in ques!,tions4 coeîueîniiii tlie mîintai lîstory (of mran i I B the
mclst coînpeteîît autiitrîtit's tut testiinoîiy of savages as te Lhcin eit beliefs

aîud traditions is regarled as iîy lic lîlals tr-u.stwoî'tiiy lîby tht savages cf
tiis Coclenont, conta i ny, pi î' i y cf cek -ai iii lil storiî's liav vooli tel d.
But suppcsiîîg tie tî'stiîioîiy accnritte, tîjeir bt'lieî'f arechtlose cf the ro 'jected

nimîîbers cf hmnitai ity embi îîuîted a id a rues tie i ni thli r do'velop tuent by
ad sîrsa cint'uîîîstan'es cf clilliai c, soul, oir situation. WhIy arc wo ta look
here for thîe basis cf aur ?titij \Vhiy sîouild wc not ratlier turul to
tht' main stroani cfhîiuaip~g's anti 0wt lîist-ory of thîe gre-at religions îi

NYhat is the' vVi[lut' tif Ille o gV ,tf th' Zeîutlavesta, cf the ligýyptianl

miclogy, cf the l ebî'ew retords, of tlit h Iomeric poius, cf the 11cînan

Panth"eoi ? D)o nît ail tiitstî cleariy i udicate tlîat religion liat its crigin
not in gliosts, oir apothoosis, bu t iii ami idea andt n sentimenut awa(emicd by the

jmo vers anmd luini i itri 's cf î atucre, esi eci ally by tue su n ?ll Th ' teitios cf
tic' ieî Vedla arc Agnui, Fire ; S''ouîrya, thîe Suit ;îiLnr, the Air, witli its
fertil izing l'ai lis Varmn:, Lic Vaît o f l cayeu. Tio.si' cf EgyPt are aIse
iuaîiifî'stiy elimuîcttai, t b' sul hlinig t], h 'ii'f Plate ; itoiîcty Cali theîbt
tijis aftî'n re:tdiîig tlie atîlysis cf tii' E yptiant rel'igion, givoin by Renouf,
wlio, lîy tueo wtv, po.sîii''iy r 'jects Nir. Spîtcrslypotliesis, îtid aven
tht iîî 1(9 tliat tii eu is4 cvi jell' C o sihowx ilît tii e NIocttitCconce ptian cf a

JîirsiPowver pro,,'e'tdi lii Foiytiîisîii cf F', pt. I t is icedlcss te
Say (îliut th 1 ilaîtni l re mîaiiift'stly the prosithiîg spirits cf the great
ci j'cts and îl'p'uî'tîtnts of n atîîr', tiougli i îtvestod vi tIi a humiian persan-

ai ity iîy the livxeiy ftncy cf ticho rtk Gliîosts, (louhîles, and xvorsliip of

aîut''stors cctipy iii ail the gî'cat religions an eîîtirely distinict and subordi-

nat'' Place ; nor thots tiiere ap1 i'ar îtny trace cf tiîat process cf transition

frolîi tiieni te tic ' reater deities wvlieli. Mr. Spencer's Iîypothîtsis assumets.

Iu tht' l[omîeric Pccmns Chte sliad-s cf tut' gretatcst cliiofs appear in ilades,

lt'ading a sad and feeble existence ap trt froîn tho land cf the living.
Th'ie shade cf Pîttreclus appears te Acilues, but only bofere the perforîn-

ance of tue funerai ritt's iuecessary to give the' sh;tde its passpert to the
bietter world. WVc rccollect netiiî in iner like a worsliip cf gluosts or
doubhles.

Mn. Sppeer labeurs liar'( and evi(lently witli gusto to show that the
lt'hîew reýligioît is not a nevt'lation, but is traccable to tie saine arigiui

ami stands ou, txactly tut'ý saine footing lis tlc rt'st. Ilis angu mnt'nts are

miainiy tlerived frcuî analysis cf nâiai. WVletlicr tue origini af a bcliei ha

lihuan cr thivine, tue t'xpre.4sion OF it in forîns, cereimonies, and postures

muust be hienan, se tiiat tue ilit're ide'ntification cf Ilebrew fcrms, ceremronies,

om* postures, witlî those cf otlî"nr ract's, xvould net prove tlîat tht' origin of
tie llebrcxv relig.ion xvas lîtîîî tu,. Boit tlî iH net the prescrit question.
1 lie present tquestionu is wî'tlier dit'1 lllcircx religion, can ha shcwn te have

beenltveioped out cf a beliof iii gliosts. No rteai preef that it was is

given. by Mn. Sjtencer. Ile tells us that " unden the coînînon titie Elebini
weeconupnt'hended distinguislîtd living pensons, ordinary gbosts, superier

ghcsts, or gels." But tis is Pure bsiîfptiou. Elohini is plural iii form,

and inuit have meant cniginally l'le Pcwers ; but that these Pewers wore
either distinguislicd living pensons or ghiests, erdinary or extraordinary, is
what we shculd like to sec proved., We shouid aise, lika te aee.proof cf


