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tects are prepared to dio, wiith the additional risk that they iay
not c-co receive one cent for their trouble and outiay. If archi-
tects hal notbecn toi ready in lte liait ta accept (crins very nearly
as one-sided as the above, the city of Quebec tsould not have
issued such ridiculous and unfair conditions for this comspeti-
tion. The irece experts who are to adjudicate oit the designs
subimitted should be naied in the instructions. Competitors
shoui kiow hoi the experts ai C to be, as tlcy iaie often foîund
thai tîwhere they supposed competent professional ien would be
sclected, incompelent professional sien, or men of no profes-
sionil knowledge whatever, sere appointed. The only renson
that can bc urged why the nates of the experts should not be

given is, that it tmtiglît be possible to " fix then." If they should
lie men thait can bc ".fixed," they wvill be " fixed" in any case.
We believe, however, that they should be men who cannot bc
"fixed," and suci lien should be appointed. H owever, if tiey
are naned in the conditions, the competitors can judge of even
tait side of the question.

No designs should bc exhtibitel to the public Iefore the coms-

petition is decided, for tio reasons. The experts shotild be
allowed te île tueir iork without bringing pressure to bear upon
theim. If the public sec lie designs there will bc selections
made, and tlie selected designs irill be pressed on the notice of
ite experts. 'lere is no use having the designs subiiitted

der msotto if lte> aie t ie exhtibitd. 'ie public wotii know
at the end of tie first lay tie atthsor of every iesign, wîith the
possible exception of those front a distance. We believe we

can speak for the profession in Ontario in stating that lucre
willie nso designs submiitted frot this province. Tie conditions
of the competiton are mnost unreastoile and unfair, and the
amoutit of sork required to prepare the 5d scale tdrawoings,
specifications, etc., is out of all proportion to the rewaris ofered.

I T is te hc oîpcd that the Bill respecting the practice of
architecture in the province of Ontario wili pass the Legis

lative Assemibly. Those who tnderstand the position of lie

profession of Arcitieciure aI the present time, aie in syipathy
woitih the proposel Act. There is nothing iii il t towiticli any
reaisaiable objection :;ns be taikei. The n'isole object of the Act
is, that the qualified practitionei tiay be distinguishcd fros tite

tinqualified, and iat befrie any tntas cati be regisiered as a
qualified archite:t lie tust pass such exaiiinations as iay frot
lime to timse ie determined Oi as suoficient to enstre his having
a fair kiiowledge of architecture in ali its branches. Tue lan
who passes this examiniation will bc entitled to use hlie Word
"architect " as defining his profession, and will be tegisitei as
a properly qualified practiLionîer Of architecture. Ther-e is 110
desire on the part tif tise piofession i tnîke any person about
to build in a set of plans for the building lie proposes t0
crect if lie ties no(t wish to have plans, nor in case lie tdesires
plans, wo go ta il qualified lind regisiereil architect. lie wtill bc
allowed to build with or witout plans, anid lie can go to any

man lie pieases for his plans ; but if lie goes to a man sot regis-
ICreil as ai amchitect lie will only>' lette Iimîself to blaie il his

building be defective iii any particular. It is tdesirel tu coipel
public b ocies, entrusted with the expenditure of public funds, t
emîploy a properly qualificd id ecgisteed architect.

It will bc argued that the object of this Act is le miaike tue

profession cf architecture a close profession, solely to lie bencit
of ils tîembes an not necessarily for tie benîefit of the public,

and that the public does not desire that such a Bill shoul pass.

There is notlhing in) the Bill constituting the profession of archi-
lecture a close profession, but evetn if lhere were, ire msîainttain
that the public lias shown in tiany ways that none but qualified
men should be allowed to practice as arciitects. The news-
papers, as representiiig the publie, arc ilwys conmplaining Of
defects in buildings, resulting, as they imaitain, frot the
ignorance of architecîs. Weli, if there is this ignorance oi the
part of soie architects, somîething should bc done to weel the
ignorant out of lite profession and leave oniy the intelligent, as it
would appear that the public is nt capable ofselecting the coom-
petent frot lite incomîspetent, or such tmistakes would ntit occur,

since tere are quiaified men, though nt in such nuimbers as
the unqualified. Unless there is a standard, the competent man
cannot say to the incompetent one that lie is not a properly
qualified architect, and that lie should not claii tlo lbe an archi-
tect, as lie injures the scmding of the profession andi clls doi
upon il lte condentation of the public. If ie did, lie would only
be laugied at for his impertinence.

Archiiects, in submiîting tiis Bill to ite Legislative Assenîbly
of Oniario, are only doing the nork thait ite public shoul per-
fon for itself. In iearly every case solwere a building has been
fould to be tefective in any particular, the press lias laid the
blaime Oit the profcssion as a body. If evcry case of failure
woere investigated, il would bc foutd that the iistakes were aowintg
to the engagement of an ignorant mato, who hal no rigit by
training or natural ability to assume the duties of an

architect, as well as to tlie facit that the public is
unable to distinguisi ient'eenî the competent and incomo-
competent. It certainly is nt fair to blamoe a profession as a
body for the errors of individuals who have no standing with the
profession. Tliesc ien ciaimî to be of the profession, the public
accepis their stateiments, employs theii, fiods tlietî incoipetent,
atnd forthwith condens the profession as a body as if iltere
were n competeni men ia il, but that ail suere like those tîen
whose statemsents itey are so ready te accept. 'Tie Bill of
Registration, if passed, eill reîedy titis state of affairs, unsatis-
factory' alike io the profession and the public. 'Tlie iman who
employs ai registered architect wili have soute guarantee thait lie
has a reasonable kniowledige of his business, that is, after the
Bill has been in foi ce i fenw year s-for as all men now professing
to lie architects ill bc emitled 10 be registeretd, it will require
tiose fer those aimsong tiei who are incomspetent t pass out of
sight. If the profession asked the Legislituire to pass an Act
whici wîouki iaike it unlatoful for any buit a registered architect
to practice architecture, and which wotild not allow anyone Io
erect ai builing except he ettployed a registered architect, thero

ouli e more tian ample grounds fro tlie ihrowing olit Of lie
li.L The profession canint gain an'ythiig froi (lite passing of
te Bill except in an indirect way. 'l'ie ien whoarc now prac-

tising wrill in the course of a few years hare to contend wîith
y'oung men uio trill have hal the advantage of a thorougi and
sysîemîatic iraining. Otîr best tîen will feel the coipetition of
these youîng ien, and tise inferiot men iust suffer iaterially.
Yet ii spite tif suci facts, ieat ly all lie architects now practising
in this province are titeid in asking for the passing of this Act.

The practice of law has een male a close profession, because
an ignorant or nnscrupulous lawyer iight ruin his client ;
mcdicine has been mae a.close profession, because tie ignorant
iedic& mîan iight kill his patient. These are both good anid

suffucient reasons for mîaking these close professions. The
ignornsit irctitect Imay cause serious tiss to his client thougli
his want of kiowleige, or lie tmay even cause his deah ilirougi
not kîno'ing anything ofsanitary science or tie ati of coistruc-
lion. We have ihcrefore the tîto principal reasoîs which have
causetd lte practice of laiw and tmedicine to be maîe close pro-
fessions to urge as grotomds foi tue closing of the profession of
architecture against the ignorant and utitualifietd. It should niot
bc possible for a mai knowing nothing of construction t be
able to erect a building the fall of seiici mîight resut in serious
loss of life. ilut such is the case, and tait more lives are not
lost tirougi had construction, is diicult for tne tc tîcderstand
who lias anyknowldge f tlie itethods of consiructioi adiopted
by ignorant architects aittii -builders. There is anoliter class
of ignorant architects and butlilens againsi woim lthe public
siotld e proiccitd, viz., hlie ien woi, uinable to calculate
strains, dietermîinîe to err Oit tie riglît side, and btild mstich too
Ieavily in usices, air lite sacrifice Of tîuchs material anut labour,
which results it worse titan iere waste of the client's tîoney,
as all such overplus of iaterial necessitates the strengtheining
of the wora in other paris ta carry such unniiecessary load.

Somte tiay imagine liat tiis tmsovemîent for tue inîcorpuorîaîtion
of tlie profession tf archilecture is oaîil and recent in its char-


