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7,500,000. Value of output say $90,000,
and amount of wages $32,000." There are
three sewer tile works, turning out 1,375,
000 .tiles of a value of $270,000.

Five cement works in the province, at
Queenston, Thorold, Limehouse, Deseronto

. 8ad Owen Sound, maoufactured 48,211

:’;tr;ls cement, valued at $44,501, costing
ohud el:lbor $23,400. In this output is in-
valuod 2,038 barrels of Portland cement,
by at say 62.50 per barrel, being * the
Ont t?f .thls kind of cement produced in
ario in commercial quantities.”
1;hgsnl;ario boasts thirty pottery works, and
war e, says the report, turned out last year
- es to the total value of $45,000. We
sh:l’?ct an error in the figures here, for we
sux:d be sorry to believe that such &
o represented properly the value of the
utput of thirty concerns. An important
p‘“g“ph tells us that extensive beds of
oh“f::m—a fine clay, suitable for making
tarie: Wfare—have beer} found on tribu-
and tho fh? Moose River, the Abbittibi
e Missinabi.

MINERALS IN ONTARIO.

ta::;;nng to minerals proper, in the On-
of Whiu}:mu of Mines’ Report, the output
learn f: was valued at $1,849,473, we
nspectom the le?ter of dedication that the
°'lterpr?t .Of Mines gives informatio'n of
b en Sein a nomber of new directions,
ete:’:m’:lly in gold and iron-mining.
ake ofeu;s doubtles:f; made here to the
#0ld pros e.Woods fhstrict, where much
ing of redpeci_ﬂng was induced by the build-
o the § ;ctlon works at Rat Portage and
and Ha:t'mg of leads at Thessalon River
iron ore ings; also to the recent finds of
2 :n the Mattawan and the Antik-
aVe be ers, and the contract said to
] en closed for the Belgian Bank by
::PB"“Yssells. The Belmont Iron
. Meterboro' county and the open-
armora township are also noted.

ese, h, .
w°tki;;g:wever’ are mostly experimental

Someth;
tola ething of more practical interest is

v;s!:?:ut silver. No lesa than thirteen
Were idlg €8 are reported upon ; only two
ste adily ;80!1.16 were developing, others as
triog, horkmg in the Lake Superior dis-
Sach ; oy :;9 employed from 6 to 80 men
28 por g ] Beavt?t mine, for example, 20
q“lntity May of mill rock, and an equal
hag dled Trefuse rock, was the average
O reguis lhe Badger mine has shipped
t"e&ted 3550& and the stamp mill had
Scembey Tt0ns ore between April and
miues. . he. output of the four princi-
Valueq g4 ;“ given as 14,925 tons ore,
cost 4109 27894’475, -which, = nevertheless,

eni(;k N In labor to take out.
distriog, ; c0pper mines of the Sudbury
Dicke) o, Oduced, we are told, 85,790 tons
Thig 4 t:, valued at only $3.78 per ton.
Teturpeq be f‘lnantity and this the price as
Work eig Z 0Ur mining companies which
Quring ¢, 068 and paid out $322,201
Bog include year for “ labor,” which does
8. There outlay for roasting and smelt-
G°”°mmentw" 8old to the United States
4,586 topg toat of the above product
niokelo Matte, containing say 900
* Some large and rich finds

Mine
Ings §

have been made during the year, it is
stated ; still the mines from which such
vast things have been expected, were, after
all, * less active during this year (1891)
than during the former one.” And all the
phosphates we could find market for during
the year was 4,900 tons. Somehow in the
matter of realizing on our mining wealth,
we Canadians
Never are, but always to be blest.

However, we might as well let our
hopes spring & while longer. Mr. Blue
tells us that we are being treated to a suc-
cession of surprises: natural gas, kaolin,
platinum (page 92), cement, artesian wells,
more iron ore, more nickel ore. Let him
keep on prophesying unto us in his cheery
way of these things, and may be some day
welshall bring our undeveloped riches to
market

The gypsum minesof the province, six
in number, are all in the counties of Haldi-
mand and Brant, and most of them have
been worked for ten to twenty-five years.
Their output last year, however, was
gmall compared with former years: only
5,350 tons, valued at $2.28 per ton, & mat-
ter of $12 200—a trivial business compared
with the gypsum works on the Bay of
Fundy. One of these mines was pur-
chased in 1890 by a company in Syracuse,
New York, but this same company gets its
supply for use at the Syracuse mill,
« chiefly from the New Brunswick and
Nova Scotis gypsum beds.”

The annual make of salt from Ontario
wells ranges from 850,000 to 400,000 bar-
rels. Last year it was 44,167 tons, valued
at only $157,000, and this quantity was
the output of seventeen salt works. We
learn by telegram of the striking of a rich
salt bed at Windsor, Essex, in boring for
water for a railway.

Mica is in increased request of late years.
8o much of it being used for electrical pur-
poses. The United States imported $6,000
worth and produced $250,000 worth in 1881
whereas in 1890 their production of it bad
declined to $82,000 and their imports had
gone ap to $161,740. Either, therefore,
their supply is becoming exhausted, or
they can get Canadian more cheaply than
they can produce their own. White mica,
as well as the amber and brown varieties,
is found near the eastern end of the pro-
vince (Kingston district), whence all our
supplies are derived. More than half of
our out-put of 240 tons last year was sold
in the raw state, and.it came from four
mines.

According to & computation based upon
actual railway shipments and the weekly
price quotations, 894,647 barrels orude
petroleum was raised in Ontario last year.
Only the value of the crude oil is given,
namely, $1,209,558. It this were all con-
verted into refined oil the value would be
quadrapled.

A very important material, asbestos,
finds short mention in the report. More
than a million dollars worth (8,000 tons,
valued at $1,089,661) was produced in the
Dominion in 1890, according to the En-
gincering and Mining Jowrnal, but that was
all from the Province of Quebec near the
Vermont line. It is encouraging to learn
that good asbestos has been found_in

Marmora township on the Central Ontario
Railway in this province, and that ‘the
mine is to be actively worked.

In another issue we shall devote some
attention to the theoretical part of the
report and to the recommendations or sug-
gestions made by the director. It isto be
borne in mind that the Bureau of Mines
was only created in March, 1891, and that
its officers had less than nine months in
which to cover the great area of their field
and to study and report upon their observa-
tions. If therefore one does not find in
this first report all he expects, the reason
is not far to seek. Mr. Blue frankly says
that the book falls far short of his ideal.
He has got together a lot of valuable and
often interesting information, expert evi-
dence and scientific opinion, and the book
bears marks of conscientious labor.

FURNITURE.

Canadians ought to be even more distin-
guished as woodworkers than they. are.
The wealth and variety of products of the
forest to be found in the various pro-
vinces of our Dominion are emormous.,
Only recently have we awakened to the
value of many of the woods produced in
Ontario itself. Or perhaps it would be
more correct to say that the public taste
of both Americans and Canadians has dis-
covered beauties in woods that were for-
merly neglected. Twenty years ago, for
example, basswood, butternut, birch, wetre
little thought of except for fuel; ash was
more congidered as a capital thing for
bakers’ ovens; walnut, alas! was even
used in old times for fence-rails.

Now-a-days it is found that Americans
as well as Canadians appreciate the beauty
and value of once-despised woods in mat-
ters of interior decoration. With walnut
at $100 a thousand feet and but little of it
left in the country, one must needs look for
substitutes. The old-fashioned prejudice
in favor of mahogany, walnut and other
dark woods is overcome. Birch, once de-
spised, is plentifully used. Ash, both white
and black, is in steady request. Soft elm,
rock elm, water elm, has each its value.
Butternnt, whitewood and chestnut find
their place in school and church, bank and
dwelling decoration, as well as household
tornitare. Cherry is now at the top of the
list of Canadian woods for decorative pur-
poses. Oak is the most largely used of all
our woods to-day for furniture making, and
gtrikingly handsome furniture it makes.
Forty years ago or 8o, the Hiltons in Mont-
real, and Jacques & Hay, in Toronfo, made *
beautiful furniture of Canadian woods, and
in more recent years exported it o Eng-
land and Sootland. But the industry was
urivial in extent at those periods compared
with to-day. In the year 1891 a list of
places in Ontario alone where furniture is
made at wholesale, would include Guelph,
Hanover, Wingham, London, Woodstock,
Dundas, Hamilton, Stratford, Bowman-
ville, Berlin, Belleville, Plattsville, Kin-
cardine, Toronto. Houses in each of these
places make for the trade, we are told, and

have travelling salesmen out upon the




