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would ever think of meeting a Canadian here!” Treplied that
1 was from Ontario, though a native of Montreal, and my
astonishment was now much increased wheun the young lady,
turning abruptly, left me, crossed th(? room to where an-
other lady was sitting by the bedside of one of the 42nd
Highlanders, and whom T had not previously observed.
Tuagine my surprise to hear thg younger lady repeat, Oh,
mamma, I have found a Cavadian!”  “A Canadiani” re-
peated the elder lady, directing her attention from the
Hiohlander to my visitor, “ Where?” “ Over here, come
over and see him before you go.”

To say that I was surprised is indeed a ild statement of
my feclings. I had heard of no Canadian people being in
Cairo, or in fact of any English ladies having as yet come
out. and I had not met a Canadian, or anyone who took any
interest in that far away land for so long, that I was at a
loss to understand who these ladies conld be who appeared
so interested in me because I was a Canadian. TIn afew
moments ¢ Mamma,” accompaniad by the young lady, came
over to me, and, seating herself on the side of my cot, sail :
“ My daughter tells me you are from Canada?” Yes,” I
replied, “ L am a Canadian.”  * How strange to find a Cana-
dian in the army here, and you are so young. What part
of Canada do you come from? ¢ Eastern Ontario; my
facher’s home is in South Grenville, near Prescott,” T an-
swered, ¢ Have vou ever been in Ottawa 1’ the lady con-
tinued. 4 Ob, yes, saveral times, M'm.”  “Then you must
have often seen us?’ continued wmy visitor, who, however,
noting wy puzzled look, added, “ You know, my hushand is
the British Ambassador here, Lord Duflerin, and we spent
several years in Canada.”  Upon this annonncement I was,
I must admit, somewhat disconcerted, but assured hev Lady-
ship that I had seen Lord and Lady Duafferin several times.
As a matter of fact T had, upon two oceasions, seen their
Sxeellencies when Ford Duftferin was Governor-General of
Canada, but it was some years previous, and being very
young at the time, the vecollection was not sutlicient to en-
able me torecognize the tady until after she had revealed
her identity, - 'This is my danghtor, the Lady [elen,” ¢con-
tinued her Ladyship, “and we shall be very glad to have a
long talk with you augain, for T notice yon are now in no
condition for conversation.”

This was the beginning of a verv pleasant and, ou my
part, much prized intercourse, aud which T tivmly believed
felped materially to 1estore me to health. Lady Duiferin,
for the many months she resided in Caive, devoied every
afternoon to her sick soldier countrymen, and, in company
with Lady Helen, visited, on alternate days, the hospitals at
Abbaseych and that at the Citadel.  We all appreciated
these visits very much, and eagerly looked for ¢ Ladies’
dav,” as the days of thelr visits soon caume to be called
among the patients.  Flowers, hooks, newspapers and mag-
azines wers distributed in profusion, for her Ladyship never
cane empty handed, and the only per-on who seeed to
view her visit with apprehension was the hospltal librarian,
who often complained that it waslittle use having cules and
regulations when ladics were always interceding on hehalf
of some patient for their disvegard. A few days after my
meeting with her Tadyship, T was privileged with a long
chat with her and Lady Helen aboot Canada, and when
taking her departure that day, Lady Dufferin asked me if I
had written home and if Uiy were aware there of my ill-
ness.  Upon my veply 1ot [ had not, as T had been so
weak, she kindly offered to write for me if I would give
dorthe addeess, This 1 gladly did, and in due course my
the s received a charming letter from the Countess inform-
i Uit that Thad been i1l but was fust progressing towals
veeovery.  This was bat oue of her. Ladyship’s many kind
and thoughtful zcts to the sick of the Avmy of occupation
during her stay in Egypt.  To me, as a Canadian, she was
specially kind, and evinced wmuch intevest in my welfare.
We had many pleisant chats about Canada, the cold win-

ters, the skating, tobogganing, &c., and hoth mother and
daughter seemed to have vetained the fondest recollections
of our country, and grateful rveminiscences of the kinduess
(as they termed it), shown them there throughout their en-
tire stay. Lady Dufferin several times remarked how
strange she thought it to tind a Canadian serving in the
army of Hgypt, and that she had never expected to find one
there. She was much interesled one Jday when, in veply to
an expression of this natave, I assured her that we Cauna-
dians weve very proud to serve the Empive under the old
flug of our fathers, and thas, as in the Roman avmies of old,
you might always find o few repressnbatives of even the
most distant provinces in an Imperial force of any magni-
tude.

A few days before Christmas her Ladyship was so kind
as to honor me with an invitation to take my Clristmas
dinner with her at the Villa Cattoui, @ beautiful residence
in the west end of the city, and which had on his werival
been placed at Lord Dufferin’s disposal by one ot the lead-
ing native Pashas. To say that [ felt grateful for thig
marke:d distinction to a soldier of the rank and fle, with,
as yet, but two chevrons on his arm., is quite an jnalaguite
expression of the feelings entertained by wysclf and com-
vades in return for her Ladyship’s coudesconsion. My read-
ers will understand the disappointment experienced, when
on application to the surgeon, 1 was refused pormission to
go. I was still too weak, the doctor said, to venturs out,
and the excitement would militate against my recovery.
So it was thonght wisest for me to remain where 1 was.

On Christmas Day, however, our visitors came again to
see us. in company with some other ladies who had just -
rived out from England.  Christmas cards were distributed
by the ladies to all the patients, and with a kind thowsht-
fulness exceedingly approprinte, I think, her Licdyship had
selected one with a snow-clad winter scene for her Cancvlian
proiege, It will, pevhaps, be ncedless to vemari that he
still retains and prizes that lictle cud very much.

I am proud and delighted to have the opportunity here
of proclhiming to my countrymen the kindovess of Lidy
Datterin and her daughter, not only to myself but to a sroat
many others of Sir Avchibald Alison’s wrmy. Tt was so
good of her to devote her thae and atention to ui.  Many
ladies of culturs and high rank would have disdained woop-
ing throwsh hospical wands aong common soldizrs, or, at
most, would have coutented themscives with an occasivial
visit and hurried glance over the vow of beds, escorted wmost
likely by the principai medical ofticer or some of the chief
surgeons or oflicors, who would, of course, mako a point of
sparing them the worst cases.  Not so Ludy Dutlorin and
her daughter.  Every other afternoon her cavringe came to
the Citarlel with its load of bovks, pupers, frait, cut tlowers,
roses, &c - They came wwound aned chatted, and in a quiet,
unostenta ous, motherly and sisterly way, with @ kind word
heve, and inquiry there; and many weve the expressions of
gratitude sent atter chem vy the vough and veady soldiers of
the vank and file, ebbing away their lives for Bricain in the
ancient land of the Pharaohs.

To Canadians who still vecolleet Lovd and Luly Dul-
ferin’s stay among us. this statement of the Licter's attention
to the sick soldiers of the Expeditionary Force and Avmy of,
Ocecupation will. I fesl posivive, give muach sasistaction.
Her Ladyship i9 not one to do for the purpose o beins seen
or talked of, wd all che more for this reason doss the
writer feel pleasure in being the poor means of bringinz 1o
the notice of his countreyen the attention and kinduess of
her Ladyship to one of their nnmber when abrovl anng
steangers serving the interests of th Hmpive.

The question of protecting her maritime voutes is now
occupying much attention in France, and the demand of the
Minister for the credits necessary for colonial defence and
the creation of coaling stations is warmly approved.



