250

which Sir dames Maitland had cavried ont his

operations with regard o tish culture. He
dwelt wpon this point the more beeanse, since
the time—some forty vears ago--when M,
Coste fivst popularized the notion of fish enl-
ture, the idea beestme prevalent that yon only
had to carry out artiticial impregnation, or
the collectivn of spat in the ease of Oysters,
and the thing was done. Tle nead ot say
what dizappointment those who first experi-
wented in the matter of Oyster culture woere
destined o wnderco @ that was a0 matter
reconded nat only in the mimds butthe pockets
of a large number of persans. The sane
considerations applied o all fimns of Jish
cultnre, and unless those who amlertook it
were prepared 1o work a it with that happy
combitation o science and practice which was
exemplitficd in the case of Sivudames Maitland,
disappointiment would awair their effiars, as it
had those o many puersens whe had atempted
the =stime proe For himselt. he did not
take very rosy views of the value of proteetion
pure aml simple for sea tisheries, bt por
he was all the more inclined to attach especial
vilne to thoronghly  well considered and
scientific tish enlture,  Ile was inclined o
think that it was in this (dircetion we noust
ook, nd not (o menznres of ineflicient pro-
tection, for the nltimate preservation of onr
tisheries. This was not the time to disenss
the puing, bt he gathered from Mr, Wilmor's
remiarks that (here was sume  extremely
wicked person who had been =aying that pro-
tection was of no use in Salmon fisheries ;
that people shimbl Le allowed 0 destroy
auything and cvervthing they liked ; but
anybody who heard the remuarks he had ven-
tired o ofler at the tirst Conference woull be
aware that he, ar any rate, was vot one of
thoze wicked | No oue had insisted
more strenuously than he had done on the
abrolnte necessity for the most enreinl protec-
tion for those sea tisheries in which protection
conld be shown to be eflicient, and it any one
were prepared o show that meusures of
protection as eflicient as those which were
adopted in the Salmon fisheries, il which
must ke enforced unless the Salmon fishes
were to Le destroyed, wonld be equally efficient ,
in the case of any of the sca fisheriés, by all!
means let them be adopteld, and no one would |
be u stronger advocate for protection than he
shoulil be s bat, until it was made clear
the regulations were efficient, that
really doing something for
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burdening the  tishermen with useless  and
vexations revulations, it would be better to
leave the question of proteeting sea fishories
alone,

Professor G. Brows Goonk (L8, Comsnis-
sioner) =aid he shonld be pleased to give a fow
figures illustrating what tish enlture econld do.
Professar Baird (U8, Commissioner) informed
him that the Sacramento River, Calilornia
wits, owing to the large number ol canneries
there, toa large extent depleted of its Salnion
It by the establishment of a hatehery there
he had turned out something like sixty-seven
millions of exes or young (ry of the Californian
Salmon i the past eight or nine yvears, one-
fonrth of which were put into the Sacramento
River, and it was now much anore productive
than ever before.  On the Clacamass, in
Oreceon, o similar experbnent was teied some
yeurs awo with o like resnlt. These experi-
ments el elearly shown that the Salinon
indnstry ot the Pacitie Const, which was now
produeing tish to the value of something like
three milliom dollars a day, was thoroughly
under the control of fish enltare.  He might
al=u take the case ol the Connectient. in the
laxt century, which was one ot the most pro-
ductive rivers s but by the construction of a
areat Jdmin, 60 wiles alwve it month, the
SBalmen were ent ofl from the spawning
ground, md for very newly ninety years not
a Salmon was scen. In 1866, or thereabouts,
the Commissioners of Connectient began to
plant Salmon in this river, and fonr 3
afterwards they began to appear,  Tn the firsg
year 500 fine Sulmon, of 15 Ths. to 20 1hs. each,
were taken ; in the following vear almost an
cqual munber. Since that the Conimissioners
of the States have discontinned Salmon cul-
ture in that river, the supply has again fallen
ofl, and the river might now he consilered
practically deprived of ‘its Salmon agnin.  1le
simply wished to add a word in confirmation
of what Sir James Maitland had said concern-
ing American B Although he did not
like to say nuything agninst a fish which was
a cotntryman of his own, he thought it was a
tizh which interested only the private indivi-
dnals who were able and willing to feed him,
and were willing to puy any sum for the
gratification they found in angling. So far as
fish with which public fish culturists should
deal, the Black Bass had no claims whatever,

that { unless they put him into the same stream with

Pike, and let them fight it out together,
{TO BE CONTINUED.)



