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urgetiey of the cabe, covnplete. papers for- admission v.ill be sent, on
at once. Asylum authorities, as a rule, send the history or appli-
cation paper to fill up first, and then if the case is a suitable one
andi tley can at ail make room, the patienit is admitted. A great
many senile cases are sent into asylums which could be looked
after ail rio-lt in their own homes.

It is a matter of deep regret that so many insane people are
sent to g*aol without first miaking application. to our asylums to sec
if such cannot be adnîitted at once. In the past year of ail the insane
that have been sent inito Toronto gaol (andi there lias been a large
nuniber) in only four cases wvas Toronto asyium askecl to admit
the patient previous to arrest, anîd in ail of thiese cases (wvith one
exception dite to overcrowding), althougli we sent the complete
set of papers inmediateiy 011 application, an arrest -uvas made be-
foire flc papei-s reacheci thiem, when there xvas reaily no necessity
for this precipitancy-

Our ph37siciaý,s have a large measui-e of responsibility in this
m-attcx-, and 11hey should try and prevent anly case of insanity be-
ing sent to the gaol unless thère is absolutely no roomn for themn
in flhc asylumis, as is so-netimes the case. A change also slioulcl be
made ini the 1awx so that two miedical certificates should ti-ansfer
a patient fromi the g-aol to the asylum as it does fromi ouitsi;de. In
this ayprompt action could be taken as against the comiplex
procedure which at present exists.

W-e are glad to inote that flic Provincial Secretary, Hon- J. R-
Stratton, lias introduced and passed an Act the past session, nîak-
ing it conipulsoi-y for ail counties to erect and help to sustain
County-\ Refuge Homes, one iii each county or united counties. If

these Homnes w-ere iii cvery counity our asylims coulci in timne be
unioaded of ail the chironic harmless dements, and leave space for
those amenable to treatmient, or who are a menace to thîe public
or themselves- So much cani be accornplished by proper treat-
ment, and s0 many tppa-ently hopeless patients restored to nor-'
niai, or alinost normal, conditions, that it is certainly very sad
that ail the deranged c-annot obtain a fair chance for recovery.
«We are overcrowded by a class of patients that would be quite
safe elsewhere. If Coû'nty Homes wrould take harmless dements
and the nîajority of senile cases, if WVoù»ld leave room, for flic im-
iiiediate admission of ail acute cases, and give opportunity for
the better classification and aî-ranging offthose under treatmnent-
It woulcl âiso, if propcrly looked after, lessentie ar*res'ts for in-
sanity, and shorten fleic riod of-theïr conflienient iii gaôl when
arî-ested. It \vould be Nv-ell to sec the nanie Cc asyltimi " donc -away


