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disuiphide insanity in Flechsig's clinie, anid this substance is stili
largely uscd in German rubber works. In a recent French
publication are described eight cases of mental breakdowvn amoug
thirty men who wcre iising carbon disuiphide in pasting riubber
strips on belting. Inuflic British reports of carlier vears this
poison and naphtha (uised in making rubber cloth witha paste
of rubber and naphtha) were said to be the cause of mnch iii
health and serions nervous trouble among girls especially, and
though the use of carbon disiphide has been largely given up iiow,
the fumes of naphtha are stili a troublesome feature in British
rubber works. Another volatile poison frequently mentioned in
continental reports is benzené (benzol, CJLTo', more poisonous
than benzine and naplitha, and cheaper than the latter over there.

A bulletin dealing with the use of poisonous substances in the
rubber iûidustry in this countrýy has just been issued by the federal
Bureau of Labor Statisties as part of a series on industrial. ac-
cidents and hygiene. The basis of this report ig an investiga-
tion of rubber factories in different p)arts of tlic coinitr * manui-
facturing ail -arieties of goods. Tt is surprising to learu that se
many poisonous substances are uised in this industry. The list in-
eluides lead compolinds. sincb as litharge, the basic sulphate of lead,
the basic carbonate of lead, ami rc(l lead; aniline oil; sulphides of
antimony; petroleum products; coal-tar benzene; carbon disul-
phide, and carbon tetrachioride. Tu addition to thesc compouinds,
eoncerming wbich definite information eould be obtained, D)r. Alice
Hlamilton, who prepared the report, learned of the use in reclaim-
ing rubber, of varions phenols of different degrees of cruditv, and
also o f pine oul, turpentine, tar. and a product of the actýion of
carbon disuiphide on aniline known as thiocarb)onilide,. The rubber
industry has many trade secrets, and information about ail the
compounds in use. especially in riibber reclaiming, was difficuit
to secuire.

In spite of this arra 'y of poisons, the report does not char-
eicterize the riubber induisti,'v in this countrv as an inlierently dan-
,geroins tra(lc. Wliat danger there is. and it is eviclont that-most
factories are far from safe in certain departments, corne from
varelessness in flic baudling' of poisons so that prevetitable dilsts
and fumes are allowed to escape. This wvas foiind to be truc in
,qlmost ail the factories iinspected, even the best. That sncb ac-
cideiïts are not more greneralirv known is c-xplained, bv the faet
that ont of the wvbole force in a plant on]l*y a small proportion en-
gage in work exposing them to poisoning, ýýo that even if the siek-
ress rate amoiig them is higli, it.makes littie impression.


