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"sBBME YEABLY IN ADVANCE:
"o all country subscribers, Two Dollara. If tbe
-gabscription i¢ not renewed at the expiration of
the year then, A case‘the paper be continued, the
.{orms shsll be Two Dollars and a-half,
Wo all subscribers whose papers sre delivered by
earriers, Two Dollars and a:half, in advance ; and
_if not renewed at the end of the year, then, if we
_continue sending the paper, the acbacription shall
be Three Dollass. )
The Trog Witness can be bad at the News Depots.
Bingle copy 3d.
X% We beg to remind our Correspondents that mo
Lelters will be taken out of the Post-Office, unless pre-
paid, .

TMONTREAL, FRIDAY, APRIL 2L

- To Qur DELINQUENT SuBSCRIBERS.—We
are campelled to address ourselves to this very
pumerous class of the subscribers to the TrUE
‘WirRess, with the object of inducing them to
pay up,a portion at least, of the arrears 1o
which they stand - indebted to this office. That
the * times are hard,’ and money uausually
scarce, are the excuses with which our demands
are constantly met ; but we do think that a little,
a very little exertion on the part of those to
whom we address ourselves, wou!d enable them to
discharge our claims upon them, and spare us the
disagreeable necessity of askiog, but asking in
vain, for the payment of a just debt.

We would respectfully invite all who are -
terested in the Taue WiTKESs to endeavor to
exteud its circulation. If each one would send
i a pew subscriber ; and if the new and old
would make it a rule to pay their subscriptions,
that would be dowg something substantial for
the paper, ,

To our payiug subscribers, our best thanks are
tendered.

ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
APRIL —1865.

Fritay, 21— 0f the Octave.
Saturdoy, 22 - Of the Octave,
Sunday, 23 -Low Sunday,
- Monday, 24 - Ste. Fidele, B. M.
- Taeeday, 25~ Sr. Marg, B,
Wednesday, 26 - 8S. Oletus and Marcellns, MM,
Thursday, 27—8t. Leon, P.D,

The “ Forty Hours” Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament will commence as follows 1—

Friday, 21—Hoapice Youville, St. Benoit.
Sunday, 23 —St. Agatha,

Tuesday, 25—8t. Glet.

Thursday, 27—S:. Adela.

NEWS OF THE WEEK
On the evening of Friday, the 14th mstant,
President Lincoln was shot in the theatre at
"Washiogton.  He lingered for a few hours, and
died about ha lf-past seven o’clock on Saturday
‘moroing. The following are the particulars of
s horrid tragedy,m so far as they have yet
reached us.
The late President and bis wife assisted, on
Friday evemng, at the performances at Ford’s
Theatre. Towards the close of tbe third act,
the audience were startled by the report of a
shot ; and inmediately a man was seen to leap
- from the box where the President was seated, on
10 the stage, brondishing a knife or degger, and
exclaiming © sic semper tyrannis”® The cries
of Mrs. Lincoln soon made konown the nature of
the crime that had bees committed ; and rushing
to the spot, the people found the- President
bleeding from a wound in the head, through which
the brains were slowly cozing out. The utmost
confusion prevalled, owing to which the assassio
was enabled to make good Iis escape by the
back door of the stage, with all the mtricacies of
which he seemed to be perfecily acquainted,—
At the door a horse was waiting for him ; he
mounted, and rode off. ’
In the meantime the President was carried to
2 pesghboring  house, and the best medcal aid
wasof course at band. It was bowever evident
from the first that the wound was mortal ; and
after lingeriog for some hours in a slate of coma
without paw, without any refurn of conscious-
ness, the wounded man passed quietly away.
 Nor was this the only tragedy of the eventfu)
night. About the time that the President was
wounded in the theatre, an unknown person ob-
tained entrapce to the sick room of Mr. Seward,
who was confined to his bed from the effects of
" severe njuries sustained in a fall from his car-
riage. The ruffian, who by passiog mmself off as
the bearer of a prescription, bad thus obtained
entrance to'the sick man’s chamber, then stab-
" bed Mr. Seward in the face and throat; apd
Mr. F. A. Seward, hearing the disturbance, and
ushing to his father’s sssistance, was also stab-
bed, and had his skull broken by a blow from a
pistol 5 an attendant 1o the sick room shared the
_same-fale. .. ) .
. Sieps were iostantly taken to secure the ar-
7 yest of ' the murderess. The vilain who shot
/ -';>_'_vthe-"1"_ié5i)¢l‘e‘xit left behind him a spur and . his bat.
_These were recogni:ed as belongiog (o a an of
the name of Booth, bimsell an actor, and the son
of Booth the tragedian. - The greatest excite-

"1p that ruin.

wild but summaiy -justice was inflicted op.some
one “or %o persons, wicked enough-and silly.
enough to testify their satisfaction at the death,
of President Lincoln. *- ) |
~ According to the provisions of the Constitu-
tion, the Vice President assumes the reins of
| Government, upon the death of the President
during the latter’s term of office ; so that Andy
Jobnsor, the fellow who so distinguished nself
the other day 1n the Senate, s President Lin-
cola’s successor. ‘The man wss origally a
tailor, 2 hard working, self-educated man, who
acquired notoriety and 2 guasi popularity by his
zeal as a politician. A nauive of a Southern State,
he warmly espoused the Soutbern side in politics?
s0 Jong as the latter seemed (o be the winging
aide; the fortanes of the North being n the as
cendent, he turoed round, and became ihe mosl
fapatic of republicans and of anti-States” Righls
men. For this he was rewarded by being elect-
ed to the sitvation of Viee President ; and bis
inaugural Address in the Seuate whilst . a state
of beastly mtoxigation, wil} be fresh in The me-
wories of our readers, and of his countrymen
over whose destinies be 15 ucforlunately for them
called upon to preside. It is not because be is
of bumble origin, that his accession o supreme
power is an indelble disgrace to the Northern
States who elected him; for the man who by
his talents, by s ndustry, aed by his 7irtues
raises himself from the bench of the journeyman
tadar, to a seat 1 the Senate House s in the eyes
of all men whose approbation 18 worth having,
nobler and greater than mere Duke or Prince,
or inheritor of ancestral honors. But it is be-
cause this Andy Johason is a low, coarse, drunk-
én blackguard, filthy ia his mancers and coaver-
sation as well as depraved 1w his morals, that his
advent to supreme power must be looked upon as
a disgrace to bis country,.and a misfortune 1o
the civilised world. A man when drunk is said
to be ¢ disguised in liguor,” but the expression is
a bad one. Liquor strips the disguise from off a
man, betrays him in his true colors; and by
throwing lim off his guard, enables us to see
down mto the very deplhs of his pature, Thus
it 1s that we koow Aady Jobnsoo and what man-
ner of stuff the fellow 1s made of, fiom his drunken
speech 1n the Sepate, when from the the very
fullaess of bis heart he spake, and gave ulterance
to what was within him. His vice of drunken-
ness inay be coriected ; but sober he will be still
at heart, the same low, coarse ruffan as the
Andy Johason who under the influence of
whi-key, or other drivks, gave forth merely what
s in him at all tmes—when sober, as well as
when in a state of beastly druokenness. This

and on ‘which' we bope that they will sgon swing.
From- Europe our latest dates are by the
Geérmania. * The. news is of little general 1
terest, with the exception that Mr. Cobden 1s
dead. ' o

What. will our Mimnisterial Delegates do in

Eogland ? what is the object of their voyage or
misston'? * Not, assuredly, to induce the Imperial
Government to coerce the Liower Provinces into
an acceptation of the Quebec scheme of Umon ;
for already bas Mr. Cardwell given us plainly to
understand " that, though the Imperial autborities
approve "of that scheme, they propose to leave
the Colonies free to accept, or to reject it.—
Besides, if the people of the Lower Provinces—
as the result of the late elections 1o New Bruns-
wick assures us is the case—are averse to the
propased scheme of Union, any action ou the
part of Lhe British Government, to coerce them
mto accepting 1t, wonld but have the effect of
coercing them into the arms of the Uhited
Srates ; with whom their poltical and social
alfinities are as great as, and thewr geographical
and material affinities are much greater than, are
thewr affinities political, social or material with
Upper Capnada. Aoy aitempt to coerce the
Lower Provinces would simply result in the loss
of those Provinces to Great Britamn jand we may
therefore be confident that the Ministerial dele-
gation to England bas not coercion for iis ob-
ject. ) :
Be«des, Mr. George Brown, speakiog through
the GVobe, and detaching himself from bis Miois-
terial colleagues whom he evidently looks upon
as Lis servitors, bas told us that the Quebec
scheme is dead,and that we must fall back upon
some other plan for settling the sectional diffi-
culties betwixt tbe two Provinces of Upper and
Lower Carada. JIn this matter we believe,
though of course we are not behind the scenes,
ihat the French Carnadian section of our Munistry
are not disposed to yield to the dictation of Mr.
George Browo. Our Provincial Legislature
has, whether for good or ewil, accepted the Que-
bec scheme ; adopted an Address to the Imperial
Government praying the latter to legislate for
the British North American Provinces, in ac-
cordance therewith ; and therefore our Legisla-
ture could not, without stultifying itselt, withou!
gating 1ts own words, condescend to listen to any
ather project thaun that which it bas already for-
mally sanctioned, and to which it has committed
tself.  The actual order of relatioss betwixt the
two Capadas must therefore be maintawed, unty
it be exchanged for, or superseded by, that em-
bodied in the scheme of Union adopted by the
Provincial Legislature 1o its last sessiop.

man is Lincoln’s successor ; and.-1n comparison
wi'h such a man, the late President, with all his
defects, stands forth almost as an angel of Tlight,

Wkho were the agents in the infamous crimes
which we bave above related? We koow not
as yet; but naturally suspicion points to some
infuriated Southerners, desperate at the ruin of
their country, and madly bent upor revesge on
those whom they looked upon as the chief agents
We hope that those suspicions
may turn out to be ill-founded, for it 1s impos-
sible for any honest mau fo eatertain sympathy,
or feelings of any kind but those of scorn and
abhorrence, for those who avail themselves of
the services of the assassin, or who in any man-
ner countepance him, The shooting of Presi-
dent Limncola -was a cowardly act of murder ;
and as events will show, his death 1s a great
calamity not only to the North, but to the
South. From the death of Casar in the Senate
to that of the late Lincoln in the play-house, ail
political assassipations have been profitable to
the party only which {uroished the vietim; and
the late President by his blaody death has dope
more to assure the triumph of the Northern
cause thaa ever he did, or coud have dore dur-
g, or by bis life. I murder was therefore
sot ooly the meanest, but the most stupid ol
crimes, if perpetrated with a political object and
irom motives of party vengeance — of which
however there are as yet no proofs before the
world. The assasuins of Cwsar may be pardon-
ed their infellectual sinj for 1 striking the man

‘they had some grounds for believisg that they

were striking also the spstem of whiek he was
the founder, and the sole apparent support ;—
they may be excused, from ag ntellectual pomnt
of view, 1 that they did not detect 1 the livid
and trembling Octavius the hewr of Ceessr, and
the organiser of Cmsarism. But Abe Lincoln!
of what system was he the founder or mainstay ?
What possible end could his cowardly murderers
propose to themselves from the death of a man
remarkable chiefly for his great medrocrity, and
perhaps, as compared with thase who surrounded
him, for his great moderatsan ?

In the British Proviaces the news of the
President’s death elicited one general sentiment
of horror and disgust. - The Federal flag was
hoisted balf-mast bigh on the buildings belooging
to the Canadian Government, and siiilar marks
of respect were pmid at Halifax by order of His
Excellency the' Lieutenant Governor. Should
uny of the rascally assassins eflect their escape
to these quarters, they need not flatter them-
selves that they will meet here with sympathy:

*gment of cource prevailed, and it s reported that

If tlus be the poltcy of the Mimstry it 18 one
which so far should be supported, even by those
who, like ourselves, strongly object to the de-
tails of their plan of Union ; because, so long as
that plan is not voluntanly -adopted by the
Lower Provinces, the actual order would thereby
be maintained, and the extreme democratic and
anti-French Canadian party of which Mr. Geo,
Brown is the leader, would be incapacitated from
bringing forward any other, and perhaps still
more objectionable scheme for settling the
i copstitutiona! difficulties” of the day, by the
simple process of # swamping the Fremch” as
the Montreal Herald of the 10th ult, so tersely
expresses it. We must wait now, until m pro-
cess of time the Lower Provinces see fit 10 ac-
cept that, which for the present at least, they
bave rejected ; and thus the very adopticn of
the Quebec scheme by our Legislature may be
made the means of iodefinitely prolonging the
existing order, which all French Canadians will
admit is, if it could but be maintained, more
favorable to the preservation of Lower Canadian
autonomy than would be that other Union which
the delegates 1o the Quebec Confesence propos-
ed asits substitute.

Had * State Bights” been better protected
by that proposed scheme of Union; bad it been
less centralising 10 1ts details, and more truly
Federal in its scope, we believe that the people
of the Lower Provinces, who are naturally and
laudably jealous of their autonomy, would have
have been less averse to it. We believe that
tbe only means by which it can ever be readered
acceptable to the people of New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, will
consist in a considerable modification of some of
its details, so as to ympart to it less of the charac-
ter of a legistative or incerporating Ution, and
more of the character of a real Federal Uaion ;
and which modifications will at the sime lime
give greater prominence to the monarchical ele-
went 1c the Coustitution.  No one preteads that
the details of the measure laid before our Legis-
lature are perfect, or not susceptible of any im-
provement ; or that the hastily adopted, and in
many mstances crude ideas of ihe Quebec dele-
gates can nol be altered or modified for the bet:
ter. If then the Union scheme 1n its actual
form 13 distasteful to the Lower Proviaces, it
would certaiuly be better for us of Lower Can-

changes of datail would make that measure ac-
ceptable to them, and ‘then to wait patiently for
an answer, than to abandon it entirely, and there-
by give Mr. George Brown and bis Clear-Grit

or a shelfer from the gallows which is their due’

{riends an opportumty to introduce, and insist

ada to call upon their people to indicate what |-

upon the adoption of, auother and perhaps, in so.
far as the autonomy of Lower Canada 1s' concera-
ed, a sull more dangerous measure. .

_As un iostance of what we may term the
% crudity”™ ot the ideas of the gentlemen who
wet at Quebec to make, God help the mark! a
spick and span new Couastitution for half a Con--
tinent, inbabited by races alies to one another in
blood, language, and religion, we may cite,
(though it may seem at first but a slight matter,)
the pame which they propose to give to the

,| more popular or direclly elected Chamoer of the

Central Legislature—to wit, ¢ House or Com-
AMONS.” What more absurd than such a pame!
as if there could be in such o sate of society as
that which obtains in North America, any thing
but a “ House of Commons ;” as if, with the oec-
casional exception of Her Majesty’s Representa-
tive who may be a Noble, all the rest of the
Queen’s subjects m North America were not
equally ® Commoners!” To call one Chamber
of a Legislature a House of Commons, par ez-
+ cedlence, implies, of course, that the other Cham
beris not a House of Commons; and implies
therefore a social distinction which has, which
can have, no tooting amongst a people of whom
all are Commoners alike, and none Nobles. We
do pnot suspect the Quebec delegates of any
occult design of torming n British North Ame-
ricaa bogus patrician order, or of foundiog a
pork and potash aristocracy ; but we canoot but
recoguise in the absurd system of nomenclature
wkich they adopted for their Federal Legistatures
traces of haste and crudity, and a profouad ignor-
apce of the reasons why, in Xagland, one branch
of the Legislature is styled most appropriately a
¢ House of Commons.”

There 15 therefore no reason to believe that
the work of the Quebee delegates is 18 any other
respect more free from nperfections and crudi-
ties, than it is in this of pomenclature: and
though we do got pretend to insist now upon any
modifications, though 1t is now too late for us of
Lower Canada to commence any such agitation
—yet it the people of the Lower Provinces
themselves were to adopt that mode of action ;
were they 10 expresz therr readiness to accept a
less centralised form of Unpioa toan that which
has been proposed to them, we do aot see why
we of this Province should regret what has oc-
curred, or refluse to listea to terms. Iao the
meantime, we must make the best of a bad bacr-
gain, and avail ourselves of the Resolutions
adopted at the last session of our Legislature as
a barrier agaiost the meditated aggressions of
Mr. George Brown and bis friends. "Those
Resolutions unrescinded, the latter cannot bring
furward their pet measure of * Rep by Pop,”
or suggest, even, any other ¢ Cooshitutional

this use of the Resolutions, to shelter themselves
bebind them, should Mr. George Brown attempt
some fresh attack upon our existing iastitutions,
and to insist wvpen adhering to the terms agreed
upon by the Quebec delegates, so far {rom op-
posing them, we should support them n this their
intent, and seek to strengthen their hands aganst
Mr. George Brown, apd his party.

" The news by the Moravian shows that there
18 still one pation that knows how, when the ne-
cessity presents itself, to vindicate its national
hopor, and to mawmtain the digmty of 1its flag:
and this nation is Pertugal, ope of the weakest
in the world,

The Confederate man-of-war Stonewall put
to sea irom a Portuguese port ; and contrary 1o
the laws of civilized nations, which enjoin that a
delay of 24 hours must oceur betwixt the sailing
of one belligerent from a neutral port, and the
sailing of the cruisers of the other belhigerent
Power from the same port, the Federal frigates
Niwagara and Sacramento immediately put to
sea in pursuit of the Stonewall. The latter
consequently took refuge 1o the Tagus.

Oa the 29th ult,, the same thing bappened againg
but with a different result. The Stonewall
again put to sea; and at once disregarding the
warpings of the Portuguese government, the two
Federa) cruisers above pamed, gave chase. This
outrage was more than the Portuguese felt -
clined to endure: so they opened fire on the
Federal men-of-war fram Belem Castle, which
commands the mouth of the Tagus,and one shot
strikiog the Ningara, killed one of ber crew.
Hereupon the 1wo frigates anchored, and gave up
chase of the Stoncwall.

It is to be regretted that the Brazlian Goy-
ernment, when therr flag was insulted by the
piratical seizure of the Coufelerate man-of-war
steamer Floride s the port of Bahia, did not
make a display of equal vigor. As itis, the
Federals bave been taught that they will not be
allowed to violate, on every occasion, the nghts
of neutrals, and the laws qf civilised nations with
iﬂ:puuity. For once -we can say all honor to
the brave Portuguese ! -

General Joboston has surrendered with the
troops under his command, on the sawme condi-
tions as those accorded in the case of General
Lee and his army.,  The Conlederate States
" bave now no forces in the feld. '

Changes 3 and 1f the Ministry propose to make

Yavger PRoOTESTARTISM anD Frexch:
Sawns-Curorrism.—They are very much alike.
indeed, are these two; twin-brothers, a sort of
political Siamese twins, so that it 15 difficult, if
not impossible, to discriminate betwixt them.—
Camille Desmouins went to the scaftold with the-
remark .that his age was that of the “ bon saps-
culotte Jesus ; and the Protestant mimsters of
the Northern States, m hike. wmaoner bave held
solemn Synod- in New York under the Presi-
devcy of fiovernor Andrews of the State of
Massachussetts, wherein it was Resolved that
Our Liord was a  good democrat, and scorned
such a prefix to His name as Lord.,” Ot this
Protestant Syvod we™ fiad ample details in the
New York papers—of which as singularly illus-
trative of, the spirit and tendencies of extreme
Northern Protestant democracy, we will give
some exlracts to our readers—begging of them
to pardon us the apparent blasphemy. Yankee
Protestantism 15 so close akin to blasphemy, or
o other words, to French sans culottesm, that
it 15 difficult to treat of ane, without approaching
the other.

The Synod or Convention was beld 10 New
Yoik, was romposed of representatives from al)
the Liberal Protestant churches of all the North-
ern States, and was held under the auspices of
the Governor of lthe Protestant State of Massa-
chussetts: The proceedings were inaugusated
by an Address or spoken Pastoral from Governor
Andrews ; and were conlinued by the Protestant
ministers during several days. By some ac-
cident the phrase ©the Lord Jesus Christ” was
wtroduced in one of the Resolutions ; whereupon
the Rev. Mr. Watson, of Conpecticut, rose tg
order. He objected to the title of Lord being
applied to Jesus Christ ¢ who was a good de-
mocrat, and scorned such aristocratic prefixes.”
The reverend speaker argued that as all tem-
poral titles of honor had been abolished in his
country, therefore—(we copy verbatim from the
reporl before us)—¢ the Saviour ought to be
called Mr. Jesus Christ, or at best, Jesus Christ,
Esq.” Itisadded:—

‘ These observatlons were recetved with some ap.
probation."— New York Hercld,

We owe an apology to our readers for laying
such abominations before them ; but our excuse -
15 that we do so with the object of showing what
manner of spirit Yankee Protestant democracy
is of, acd what Christianity-may expect from the
ascendency of that democratic spirit.

STronc TISTIMONY A8 TG THE VALUE OF
THE CoNFEssioNaL.—An article (selected) in
a Jate number of the Montreal ¥etness expresses
surprise that the “ majority of mea 1w France,”
though themselves praclically infidels, ¢ Zike
girls for bexng Catholics, the more -bigoted
the better, though it is difficult to see how any
upion can be intellectually complete betweea
persons who differ so widely on such an import-
ant subject as religion.”

The phenomenen is easily explained. All men,
however loose themselves in their morals, require
their women to be pure chaste and virtaous.
The *“ men of France” koow that their wives
and female relatives, if bigoted Catholics are
constant in their attendance at the Confessional,
.of which and whose eftects they also in their
younger, or College days, had ampie practical
experience. ‘They know therefore, that in their
wives’ and davghters’ frequentation of the Sacra-
ments, and i their punctuality at the Confes-
sional, they, the husbands and fathers, have
ample guarantee for the chastity and purity ot
their women. This 1s the whale secret.

Of course, if the infidels of France doubted of
the good effects of the Confessional ; if they be-
lieved that those effects were demoralising, or
tended to make their women what no men how-
ever abandoned wish their women to be—they
would not select as their partoers, girls open to
the suspicion of a * bigoted Catholicity,” and
therefore constant 1o their attendance at the
Confessional. No men know better than do the
French infidels, what are the moral effects of the
Conlessional : and though they will have none of
it for themselves, they, guded by the experience
of their own younger days, wisely coaclude that
they cannot have too much of it for thewr wives,
sisters, sweethearts, and daughters.

Tt is stated in Eoglish papers that Lientenant-
Col, Gallway of the Royal Eogineers is about to
proceed to Montreal to superintend the works
about to be commenced far the defence of this
City. These works are designed to cover the
city from as attack from the nght bank of the
river : and wli extend from a distance of about

two miles below Liongueuil, ina curvilinear form
to the Lachine rapids, and with 2 radius of about
two miles trom theriver. 'What number of guns
the warks will mount, or, mare wmportant still
what number of mes it will require to man them,
we are not {old,

We see by our Quebec exchanges that an at-
tempt was made a few pights ago to bura the
chureh of St. Rochs: the crime of 1ncendiarism

is fearfully prevalent throughout Canada.

By ‘the Jatest telegi’*hms;'fhe ‘Sewa.rdé,'.fatber
acd son, were doing well, and were expected to

recover from theic wounds, The supposed mur-
eredr of Mr, Lancoln has not been arrested.



