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tory, and all the rraditions .of the Christian world.— | lin alone one eminent publisher, Mr. Dafly, with:the | that which found expression on the face of the Eng- | the mission wrought vast improvemect in the Catho-

Catholic Church is not the -enemy-of the Bible,
:'lrg?ﬁrmvit,' .and-I shall prove it She has not been
' its.enemy. - She has been the-guardian of its purity
" 4nd the ‘preserver of its existence:through the chances
“an¢ ‘changes of eighteen hundred years.. ,!n the g_lqom
of the Calacombs, and the splendour of the Basilica,
. ‘she cherished that Holy Book' with equal reverence.
-~ {vhen'she saw’ the 'séed“qf; Chusuan.lly sown' in'd he
- pload of the martyrs, and "braved the persecutions of
.the despots of 1he.'world,—~and whea those despots
bowed before the.symbol-of Redemption, and she was
ified from her earthly humbleness, -and-# reared her
“itred head?. in’ cotrts” and: palaces, - it was equally
_1the object of her unceasing care.. _-'She: ga'theredv_lo-
~.ggther “its -scattered  fragments—separated the’ true
“svord of inspiration from the 'spurious-inveations of
jpresumptuous and deceitful men-—madeils teachings
and. its history familiar ‘to her children-in’her foble
_iliturgy—transiated.it..into. the language which was
sfamiliar té.every one who could-read at.all—asserted
#1g Divine -anthority in her councils—maintained its
canonical integrity against all gainsayers—and trans-

- mitted it; from age to age, as the precious inheritance:

«f the Christian People. The Saints whom she most

weveres were its sagest commentators, and of the army’

of her white-robed martyrs, whom she still comme-
.morates on her [estal days, there are mary who reach-
.ed their immortal crowns by refusing, on the rack and
.in the flames, to desecrate. ¢r deny the Holy Book of
iGod. And when time passed oit and barbarism swept
over the earth fiom its northern fastness, and the land-

macks of the old civilisation vanished away, and rude:

. violence and savage ignorance threatened to crush for
ever the intellect of Europe, the Bible found its shrine
in ber cathedcals, and its sanctuacy in her cloisters’
there it took refuge and was saved. Whilst savage
conquerors did homage to the defenceless majesly of
her Pontiffs, and hersacred voice sounded above the
din of battles, oringing order from the chaos of con-
vuised pations, heralding the advent of a new sdcial
state, giving security to property, supremacy to law,
digaity to woman, and (reedom to the slave~the
Monks of cld—holy, and laborious,: and unselfish
men—men like the Monk you see before you, brand-
-ad as a blasphemer of the Revelation of his Master—
faboured, by day and by night, in their cells and their
seriptoria—and maltiplied copies of the record of that
Revelation, adorning them with rare illumination and
gorgeous blazonry, aand perpetvaling and diffusing
them throughout the world.  And the scholars of those
times were adepts in Haly Writ, for, as is Lestified by
the Rev. Mr. Maitland, the very Jearned librarian of
the Archbishop of Canterbury, ¢ the writings sf the
dark ages are made of the Seriptures........The
writers thonght and spoke, and “wrote the thoughts,
and words, and phrases of the Bible, and did this con-
stantly and habitvatly as the natural mode of ex-
pressiig themselves,” And men of action, then,
who, if not abounding in literary knowledge, were
rich in love, and faith, and knightly honours, and
Christian chivalry, vied with the scholar and the
mouk in deep reverence for the Word of God, and
testified that reverence, {as best they might, by la-
vishing their wealth upon it, and clothing it with

silver, .and pold, and precious stones, and placing it.

‘inthe open library of the monastery, and beside the
high altar of the church, that all men might have free
access lo its Divineteachings. And of that medimval
time the same learned Protestant, whom I have al-

- ready cited, strongly says:—I do not recollect any
“~instances in which it s’ recorded that the Scriplarss,
< -or any part of them, were treated: with -indignity or
with less than profound :respect.”? - Su far, the Catho-
lic- Churel did not prove herself the ensmy of the
Lible, when there was unity in Chrisiendom, and none
presumed to check the development of ner lrue poliey
and the manifestation of her real spirit. She had no
rendon for subterfuge or management. She was su-
‘preme and unassailable, and, 1n her freedom and her
power, sbe gnarded thal which, by excellence, she
-nawmned ¢ The Book,” through the gloom of iznorance,
the fury of civil strife, the wreck of nations, and the
revolutions of the world. - So, and ‘so only, the Bible
was preserved, in the cloister and the schaol, and by
the endless labours of devoted men, until Printing
came o give wings to thought and universality to
knowledge. "And how did ‘the Catholic Churchthen
-deal with the Sacred' Word?' As if to consecrale the
birth ot the wonrdrous art, its ‘earliest employment of
umpottance was Jevoted ta the preparation of copies
of the Seriptures, which, to this hovr, are -maltchless

in their srl_endour and unequalled in their worth. In-
Mazarine Bible

the middle of the 15th century the 1
. coramanded the wonderidg apptova! of the learned of

* “Buorope, and 'at iits close the great Complustensian
Polyglot was' dévised by tlie magnificent Ximens.—-

The presses of Europe teemed with versions-of the

Seriptures, France, Belgium, Italy, and Spain were:

‘rich in them, .Two hundred editions of the Vulgate
. appeared after the invention-of printing dnd before the
<owpletion of Luther’s Bible, and more than_fifty
editions id the vernacdlar tongues of ‘the various na-.

‘tions were circolated during the sane period.’ * Surely.:

these’ facts, and they: are calya very few’ out of a
maltitude, to' which 1 is impossible even'to allude in

- this place and on an occasion: such as thisy; demog--

8lrate that the. Catholic Church has not been the
enemy of the Bible—has been through all times, its
willieg, eatnest, and reverent protector—has not re-.
garded it with dislike -or apprehedsion. ' But whit
+ furthar proof of my position do I ‘nead'than this very.
Pprosecution'? ' Here stand’ the officers of the Crown.

' -prosecuting a Catholic’ Priest,-and  the prusecation is:

 grounded on' no modern statule; on the actof no:mo-:
. dera.parliament,:but oo the old common law of Eng-
‘land,.established on deep.and .strong fonndations=by

fage judges, and eaforced by great kings, and sanc-.

tioned' by’ holy Prelates—ages before Protestantism
had risan into being—on that old-common law which

_ identified the Seriptures with Christiagity; and Chrise.
tianity 'with the Constitution, and ‘made- punishable an-

- 2ssault upon :the Word of’ God: as an assauit upon the

2 -_’.Congti_t_m;o;r', and .uphg Chrisfianity: itselfi; And;that)
~;¢ommon law, had reference not merely-to°the rangi i_eu:_-~ .
«of:

- Viilgate,-but to.the. trapslation into the langna ‘
the fand, of ‘which Sir Thiomas More:has said < The:
. Holy Bible was, long before Wycliffe’s days, by vir-

“tuoits and well-learned men; translatéd into the Eng-

- hish tonguey and by wood and-godly people with'devo-
© tion -and»“s’ob'ernégsggvelis ang re{'g:ently read.?” 1Tt

‘Seems t0'me that, on-such: an. occasion, I cannot:fitly

*. fay more. o4..8uch: a subject. - ‘But .men will argue:
. that, though all this be true,, we in this land,:of. Ire-.

land are 50 unfortunately. placed as to. be denied the
. ,Dedefit'of the reading of the Bible—that.here, at least,
the Catholi¢ Church fealrs its influance, and forbids its
circtlation: " 'The staternent is whoily false. ' Tn'Dub*’

i 5

sanction of:the Catholic Archbishops, hasissued three
editions of the Douay version within seven years, and
disposéd of 42,500 copies, and within that period it is
well established that more than 100,000 copies have
been spread through Ireland, In Belfast, during the'
episcopales of two dear and venerated friends of mine,
one of whom has departed, leaving au illusirious
memory, and sne of whom still survives, as his wor-,
thy successor, above 305,000. copies of the same ver-
eion were printed and circulated at the instance of the
Catholic Bishops.. Aud all this has been done, thongh
the issue of the Douay version of the Scriptures must -
be accomplished in the face of great discouragement,’
for, whilst the printer of the authorised version has a

one farthing is aliowed to those who supply the Word
of ‘God, in the translation they accept, to the poorest
people io the .world. ~Yet that translation is now
spread abroad at prices ranging from 6d to 9d per
copy, and is brought within the reach of the very
humblest in the island. It is, therefore, entirely false
to say that, hers or elsewhere, the Catholic Chureh
.is'the enemy of the Bible; but it is entirely true that
she asserts her authority as the divinely commissioned
Teacher of the Nations lo expound its meaning—that
she' does not approve the unadvised and undirected
perasal of it by all people, of all ages, and at all
times,—and that she halds the ¢ version appointed to
be read in churches’ in many respects erroneons and
unfit for the safe instruction of her people. And is
it not notorious that her doctrine as to the indiscrimi-
nale-perusal-of the inspired volume in all s parts,
by old and:young, learned and unlearned, has been
approved by the wisest men of the Protestant com-
muaion? ‘And is it not equally true that her objec-
tions to the authorised version have been and are sus-
tained’ by a great body of the soundest Protestant
opinion? What says Dr. Whateley of the various
versions of the Bible? This—a statement which, to
some ears, will be strange and startling :—

¢ 1tis, however, important to remark that when
our Church speaks of ¢ Holy* Scripture? as being the
rule of faith, and the standard to which everything
must be referted ir our religious teaching, the term
¢ Holy Scripture’ means—not, as some seem to
imagine, our authorised version, nor any other vefsion
~—but the ariginal, as written by the inspired authors
themselves, in Hebrew aad in Greek. It isto the
very works that they composed that the term ¢ Serip-
ture’ is strictly and properly applicable. 1t is often,
indeed, applied to translations ofPScripture, and there
is no ubjection to such a use of the word, provided we
take care not to be misled by i1, and that we do not
apply the word ¢ Scripture’ to one translation more
than to another. Qur Church atiributes inspiration to
the Apostles and Evangelists, and other writers of
those books which we call, collectively, the Bible 5 it
does not attribute inspiration to any translators of the
Bible. We have good reason, indeed, to believe that
many translations of Scripture inte various languages
are substantially correct in sense, and give, on the
whole, a just view of the meaning of the sacred writ-
ers,-and of the great doctrines of the Gospel. And
one translation may give the sense of the original
more exactly than another ; but no man has a right to
apply the name ¢ Bible’ more to one translation than
to another. As for our authorised version—the ane in
common use in this country—it is so called {rom its
being the one € authorised to be read in churches,’ in
order to secure uniformity in our Divine Service, but
it was never authorised as the standard of our Church,
in the sense of -being that ¢ Holy Scripture® by which
it is declared all doctrine is to be proved. Iadeed, it
was not everr composed till several years alter the
framing of the Thirty-nine Articles, which declare
Scripture lo be our rule of faith. The version which
was at thattime in use was one commonly called the
¢ Bishop’s- Rible,” parts of which are retained in our
prayer books—namely, the Psalms and the sentences
from Seripture. introduced intothe Communion Ser-
vice. ' But, as [ have already said, the framers of our
Articles meant by ¢ Holy Scriplure? neither that nor
any other version, but—what is most literally and
strictly. so-called—the very works composed by the
inspired writers themselves.”

with the spirit of bliad biblivlatry with which igno-
rant and shallow men presume to deny the imperfec-
tiona of the Anglican Bible.: They iavile criticism
gpon ity and ameadment of it, and inthe current
vumber of the Edinburgh Review I find the -autho-
rised " version condemned as having been execuled ina
spirit antagonistic to_the true spirit_of Christianity,
and Lhe  reviewer telies on the. opinion of the Arch-
bishop.of Canterbury as to the Calvinistic influences
-with- which it svag accomplished, to ground his argu-
ment.. -But; more than this, he recommends, assome
remedy for 5o great-'an evil, the: appeintment of a
péerpetual committee to purify the text of the transla-
tion, and do somewhat ol that needful service to the
integtity of the Word of God, which it has beenthe
uacessing 'aad . successful. .endeavour of the Cathoiic
iChurchy in:all countries and .at all times,-to achieve
for Christendom. Oun the other hand, Catholic Pre-
‘latesy whilst they have condemned the corruptions
arid ‘perversions of the Anglican Bible, have bean ever
toady to"'recognise its literary worth. = The ‘great
Bishop of Kildareand Leighlin, it his examination
before the House of Commons in 1825, was asked :—
« Da you. consider the authorised translation of the
Church of England as of a sufficiently perverse qua-
lity to.merit the. description of the. gospel of the De-
wil 1*And: his answer was—¢ God forbid that I should
‘so'coneider. it, for though it has:mauny errors, I consi-
der it oneof. the noblest warks—one- of the ablest
translatiohs which bas ever been produced. - This, I
say; whilst I look upen it as aboonding in inaccura-
cies, and having in it many errors.”. And a similar
opinion “ini’ the same year was giveu jointly to the
Commissioners., of - Education - by the four Cathelic:
Archbishops-of freland. They were men eminent ic
ability,-and-learning, and- devotion-to the faith;which.

Primate, Doetor Curtis-=¢% W agree that:the duthor-
:ised .version of the Established Church,is a very.neble

gurpasses ours by far in point of language—it is.in the
nature of a paraphrase, and ours is mote literally cor-
‘ect s but we ‘cannot take it, and have not done soy
'thotigh we have all in our controversial works praised
this translation.”” [state these: things to'demonstrate

they guard,with earnest jealousy the faith of the peo-
ple, and sternly resist any interference with,it 1z any
way, ate, not arimated by any spirit of intolerant fa~

naticism. 'svch as- the' Attorney-General appears to

‘atltibute to thie trdverser. - ‘They havé no spirit likelto

deduction of 25 per cent. on- the duty on paper, not.

Learned and candid Protestanls have no sympathy:

théy adotned, and-they -unanimously.said-throngh the |

eble. Tomainta
and.a very fine -work. It uses pure language. It

to you.that the chiefs of the Catbolic. Church, whilst f

lish statute book, until 2 very recent period, in the
infamous enactment by which ¢ Popish Missals and
Rituals” containing a "great proportion of the Sacred
Scriptures, and other '« Popish books” of a like cha-
racler, were required to be seized and burmt, and by
which the Crucifix was ordered to be defaced and so
relurned to its owuer. In darker times the Rhemish
Bible was openly burat, [ believe in obedience to the
spirit of this stalvte, and I grieve to say that that spirit
still shows itself horribly, though the statute be abo-
lished, in the iconolastic fury of a vulgar and impious
intolerance, and the open desecration of the sian of
our Redemption. How does that evil spirit contrast
with the opinions 1 have quoted, and still more how
does it contrast with the solemn declarations of the

-same iflustrious man (o whom [ have referred, and of

another dislingunished Prelate of the Catholic Church,
the late Most Rev. Dr. Kelly, upon thi§ very matter
of the public and contempiuous*destruction of the Bi-
ble? Before the parliamentary commitiee aof 1825
lheie Catholic Bishops were examined, and thus they
spoke:— E

“To Dr. Kelly—Is it your experience,  o¢r have you
heard it in such 2 manner as to believe it, that there
have been any particular acts of distinction of the
Testament in the authorised version infthe west of
Ireland, either executed or epjoired by the Roman
Catholic Clergy ?

“ Dr. Kelly—The directions given by the Roman
Catholic Clergy in the archdiccese of Tuam are, that
if the versions of the Scriptures are not approved of
by the Catholic Church, the Faithful are to refuse lo
take them; but if they should be induced to take
them they are to be given up into the hands of the
Clergymen ; but I have rot known of any iastance of
any Clergyman destroying by fire or otherwise any of
these Testaments.

“Have you heard of sixly, or any nomber of Tes-
laments, having been thrown into the tiver at Ballin-
asloe?

¢ Dr. Keliy—I have not.

‘ Should you think such an act deserving of cen-
sure ?
¢ Dr. Kelly~T think it an improper act o destroy

such a book.
“To Dr. Doyle—What is your opinion upen that
point?

¢ Dr. Doyle~1 think the same. [ think it impro-

per to treat the Word of God in that kind of way,— |

1f a single individoal, through error or misiake, did
such a thing I might averlook i1, but 1 should think
it very wrong.”

I might bring living witnesses so ta depose in raulti-
tudes. | might put upon that table Ecclestastic after
Ecclesiastic, ready to adopt these opinions anid aflirn
this judgment; but evidence such as this, given
without reference to any peading cause or for any
temporary purpose, uitered as it were from the ho=
nored graves of wise and holy men, must be of power,
if anything in the world can be so, te correct 1nis-
conception and silence ealumny and establish trutlh,
1 have {abored, so far, to remove 2 prejudice calcu-
‘lated to work deep injury to my client and his cause,
and I trust [ have dene something to zain for him and
it an impartial hearing. I wish'you at least to be-

lieve on the authority of the facts | have feebly stated ;

and the proofs [ have most imaperfectly acrayed, that
the traverser is notto be condemned upon any as-
sumption that the Catholic Charch is the adversary
of Holy Scripture, or that -he must be ils adversary
because he is her Minister. If I have so far opened
your minds that you cap yield me a fair audience, and
regard the merits of my case, my task is accomplish-
ed, and | have saved my clieat, For, en the simple
truth of that case, and the evidenice which really af-
fects it, [ rely for your verdict wilh an unblenching
confidence. This is that case told in plain, brief
words. The Redemptorists, of whom. Father Petche-
rine is one, are an Order of religious meun in the Ca-
tholic Church, devoted to the teaching of the people
—to their moral teaching, and to that exclusively.—
They lead lives of poverly and self-denial. They
pass from place to place with incessant and enormous
labor, toiling for God’s honor and the salvation of hu-
man souls, seeking no earthly recompense, rejecting
all pecuniary remuneration content if they ean ob-
tain the poorest fuod and the humblest raiment. They
are forbidden to preach controversy. They do not
seek for proselytes. They do not go out on the high-
ways to nsult or irritate their fellow-men—to force
their opinioss upon others, and stir up evil passions,
in the name of that Gospel of love, which should
bind all humanity .in one universal brolherbood.—-
‘They cameto- Kingslown.. They labored in the pul-

pit and the confessional - for many days, and a part of |

their teaching there, aseverywhere, was aimed to
induce their vast congregations to avoid the. reading
of obscene and immoral and infidel books. They
have been in England, and they knotw that such pub-
lications are poured abroad in a foul and noisome oot
upot its corrupted people, assailing everything thal
is sacred 'in our religion and.noble in-our nature—
proclaiming property a robbery and marriage a bon-
dage—familiarising men .and women with crimes
which should not aveq be named in a Christian land

-—encoyiraging adultery: and incest, and making .a.
jest of murder—mocking at all authosity and trame

pling on all law—scoffiing at morality as a folly, and
religion- as'a fraud, agd with open. and unchecked.
audacity denying the existence of the Almighty God.
With the hornble results: of such things elsewhere
the duties - of these zealous Priests have made them
too well acquainted, and they have sought to "ward

away the: evil from-the Irish people. So far that peo-

ple,. in its:suflering and dts poverty, has:been full of
hope in Heaven, .aud wonderfully free from the gross
vices which have desolated other and more -prosper-
ous nations. Here, at teas!, infidelity has yet found.

no abiding place. We ‘baye deep reverence for reli-

gion and . loviug trust in the Redeemer of mankind,

and, thanks to Divine Providence, there is still manly | that ) : .

“[displayed? But, snpposeéithat one" Bible* and dre Testa~

.--| ment were gctaally consumed, dnd -more, it is perfectly-de-
| monatrable thete were not, according to the. etidenco,—

faith.and the -Isgai:_t_:less purity qf weman -;midst-'—_ .
" e i il of by Y, 1
maintain. this faith, aud to/preserve this putity, Loe
Redemptorist Fathérs have held it their solemn doty.

to'tesist the introduction’ of évil books, crespidg :too
‘fast'amongst'as, becauss they know that such bouks
are devilish agents for the destruction of the bodies-
and“the!souls .of men—that to the individual they.
.bring debasement, and to jhe state decay—deforming
the beauty and abasing the grandeur: af man’s. moral.

being,::and making him a brstal sensualist and 3 god-
less reptobate, whilst they sap the foundations of so-
cial.order and the-authority. of law,. which have their
only.security:in the high sanctions of a, palion’s. vir-

tae and ;religion. + Therefore, at :Kingstown, where |

lic population, Father Petcherine preached against
these books, and urged his hearers not only to abstain
from the perusal of them, but, for the avoidance of
temptation, Lo follow thie example of the Christians
of the Apostolic times, and bring them in and give
them to the Priests. He did not preach against the
Bible in any versita~—he did not ask that any copy
of it should be delivered up—Le abided strictly b
the policy - and by the law of his order, avoided all
manner of controversy, aud denounced immoral works,
and immoral works alone. And the people oveyed
his call, and multitudes of books were brought to
him—pamptlels in bundies—infamous publicatious,
which are weekly polluting the popular miad of Eng-
land—transtations of sensual novels from the French,
vile English novels, whose very names are an abo-
mination, acd many others, and he directed the
burning of the books so brought, in the full beliel
taat they were ali of the class he had denounced, and
without the least conception that any Bible, of any
version, was amongst them. This is the simple truth
*-consistect even with the facts of the case as already
i detailed in evidence—consisient with the preaching
of the missioner, with 2!} his conduet, and with all
his words. He burned no Bible—he knew not that
any had been burned—he would not have permitied
the public ard contemptuons burning of any, if he
¢ had learnt that any had reachied his house ; he is ab-
solutely innocent of the act and ot the purpose which
' the indictment charges. 1 asked ono of the witnesses
i whether the book which [ hiold io my hand (% The
l Mysteries of Londou®) was oot one of those amoagst
the bundles brousht ta Father Petcherine. Aad he
answered that it was, and that multitudes of the num~
bets of it were heaped together. [ mizin have fur-
 ther asked him as to other bouks of the same class
tand character, but T confined mysell 10 this, as a

! sample of the whole. I have looked through postions

tof it; | had never seen it until [ entered this court to-
iday s and I tell you that it presents a mass of bestial
and revolting impurities, calenlated, if sin ean du so,
“lo bring down God’s avenging wiath upon the un-
| happy peopie who, inthousauds and teus of thousands,
»week alter week, delight to wallow in them. Look ul
| these obscene piclures; regard the iales of worse ob-
[scemly which they illastrate ; consider the effecls
they must produce on the hearl and undesstanding of
i the multitude ; remembgr that they circulate through
the length and breadth n’?‘inglnnd, and tell me il Le
115 not o benefactor to oor cduniry who Jorbids the dif-
!fusion of their poison here?  Of such buvks as these
»—more devastaling than lhe pesiilence, more terrible
s than intewecine way, because they pollute the spirit
ol man and kill his immoital hopes—my cliemt has
i been the enemy.  Agaiust theee, he raised his testi-
mony, in warting, and entreaty, and vehemnent de-
i nanciation, and deemed that le was laboring in bis
i Master’s service, and advancing the Lighest inferests
{of his fellow-beings, when he devoted them 1o the
Hlaraes. 1o the mode ol Lis pioceeding there may
[ have been ground for captions objection.” [t may have
i been misunderstood by honest men ; but in iself, in
" its design and fis resulls, it was wholly blameless.—
[ Stilly 1 desire to say that, however innocent it may
Ihave been, and was—! lament, and he laments, thal,
in a country snch asthis, oceasion even of imagived
offence should have been given to any man. By Fa-
ther Petcherine none was intended ; he did what he
deemed an act ol usefalness and duty; bat i1 . was
open 1o misconception, and it was misconceived ;
and that which was done voly . in advancement of the
public morals, has been taken as an issult to the
opinion and the feeling of some of the Protestant com~.
munity. For mygelf, ! say with perfect truth that ¥
regrel this very dedply. I have been frum my earliest
days the familiar friend of Prolestants. They were
the companions of my boyhood, and the competilors
of my youth. From them,  gained much of the se-
cular knowledge and the training for public actlion
which have enabled me 10 butlde with the worid.—
And now hiey are not merely the associates of my
daily life, but many.of them my dear, and honored,
and (rusted friends.. And though I am a Catholie,
from the fullest conviction of my intellect, and with
all the assurance of a ducile aud humble faiti, [ fzel
sincerely, claiming for myself full freedom of thouatit
and speect, the respect which is due tv the prinei-
ples, the convictions, evea thie hotiest prejndices of
those who differ from me. Therelore, I lament that
any occasion of offence shovld have been given to auy
man through inadvertence, or waual of knowledge, oy
consideration . of tha :peculiar circumstances of this
distracted kingdom. .. And 5o does my Rev. clicut, 1t is
bis province and his duty to combat crroe and proclaim
the truth, “uncaring consequences.” But of the dosige
to treat with peblic.coatunjely the oplnions:of aay - class
of Irishmen .he bas been,; and ‘he is, incapable, as he is
unconscions. . And now let me ask yon, baving told my
client’s simple tale 88" to his motives ard hig acts, is there
any evidence, in this case, upon which you possibly ground -
a conviction 7 Does my statemént commend itself to your
aoderstandings, as reasonable, and probable, and com-
patiblo with all the .oslablished facts which have been
‘urged on, your attention? ' You ‘are notto presums the
guilt of the ‘accuced—-you Are to presume ‘his_innocence,
till guilt is proved qgn‘fns;_ him.'’ You aro'net”te courict
‘on guspicion, ot on surmise, or the "straining’of ‘¢videncs,
oz, the siggeations of iigenious 1awyers. ' Youreguristion
mugt ¢o on'testimony, ‘positive, ‘contlusive, snd” coercive
~or it will be 8 mockery of law nod an'duifage upon
justice. - Nay :mjore, in a case like this, "ia which {he
proof i3, atbest, circumstantial,'ao .fares it affects the
teaverser, you are-bazad to exhgust all reagonable possi-
bilities consistent’ &t once ' with the facts' and wilh
his innocence, bifore you find him guilty. Rejard-
ing thess” principles,. which. ‘are: rudimental and
settled in our law, ask yoursclves, first~~Were 'Bilies
burnt at all ? I3 it quite clear to you that there: has been
no misconceplion ot misrepresentation in this regard ?
‘Are you éntirely certain that some of the witnedses to the
fact may not be deceiving, :and jsome-of them deceived?
Isit jmpossible, that management nnd: contrivance may
bave had to do with the production of those bits of a Bible
tbat have heer s ingenionsly miltiplied and 5o fomponsly

,,,,,

‘remeing the question-—is Fatlide Petcherine answerable for
that?” He i3 'not,"if he did not couasel, or’comnand, or

knowingly-aid in commisgion of the dct: if*his” purpase

-wasg to destroy immoral books,: arid be was ignorant of the

‘presence of the Bible and ‘the Testament in -the: barning
pile/: What proof is there to fix him with,such knowledge,

command, or conusel? His'lips'are sealed ; Lie cannol tell

you 'what he koew;. ot thought, o putposed.” *Of a1l living

men; he ‘counld aid you bést to reach!the'truth on this vexed
question, but he {g accused, and he,must be silent.. So far

a3 be is gought to.be affected by counsél or command of

bis, I shall offer to'you the most ‘decisive evidence, which

will relieve youifrom all ‘difficulty § but¥of hia knowladge

1N (Continued on'Sizth page.y T U
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