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atience | they love each dther ust;

-‘g-ﬁuch—"'»s{e .hesit%d,fﬂ e

‘s dry smile—% s your and Pet use

" each other 1~ L )

i eacﬁer companion colored, and walked to the
window.

«RBah 1" continued Barbara contemptuously,
* . but triumphing in her home thrust. « I have
" Jost faith ia all mankind. I would not rely on

. ‘Martin Luther hlnself if ke were to walk out

of his grave this moment and apply for Mr.
Albey's living!” o
=0yl Broke 1to a hearty laugh: and began
to g0°to.and:fro, shaking with merriment.

«Qh! yes, you may lough. He who wins
.may laugh,” said Barbara with significance ;
“adding abruptly: * Where have you spent your
time since you want away from here?”

- #«Qh! all over the continent”—(wiping the

‘merry tears from his eyes)—* wherever a way-

-ward fancy, and stcam, or horse, or mule would

carry me. A month here and a month there;

" pow in France, ngain in Germany, and last of

all Ttaly.” ) . ,

« Your wife is a foreigner, isw’t she?” and
Barbara tricd to look indifferent. - )

t Well,—yes ; more French than anything
else. By the tway, she was educated in the
same school, Pet was.” i

# Poor darling Pet! wailed Barbara—
« Nineteen to-day, and keeping her birthday
among strangers, while the old hearts at the
Terrace are hungering and thirsting for the
sight of her precious face! O Cyril I"—she
broke out, with tears, forgetting cverything
save her own great bitter disappointment and
the loss of her darling—*Q Cyril! if you had
only married %es instead of this pretty fureigner
whom we never saw !”’ ) .

« What!” cried her companion hotly—
# marry a Papist ? Tie myself for life to a

ember of that Church which I have often

eard you berate and anathematize as corrupt
and false, idolatrous and superstitious ?”’

Me was apparently in such a heat, that he
caught up the poker and began to knock the
coals about in the grate. . .

« Tor shame, Cyril, to take me up in that
way,” returned Burbara as vexed s if she had
been the poker. “It is not gentlemauly of
you. If I ever said such things my temper
must have got the hetter of my reason: for
Pet’s religion could never be corrupt or false
or idolatrous. The dear child was pure as o
lily, and truthful and pious s an angel.

« Hey-day!” cried Cyril, getting very red,
and poking the fire vigorously. ¢ things have
come to a pass when Barbara Trenton defends
‘a rank Romanist—and discovers purity, truth

. and piety i 2 follower of the Pope! Pardon
me”'—with a bow and s flourish of the offend-
ing poker—but I would like to have a leaf
out of the book of this sudden conversion.” -

Barbara bit her lip; and did look a little
bit ashamed! but the door opened at that mo-
ment to her great relief, and Miriam eame in,

d z'hwc_

ar.

¢ And you will go away to live among those
Jesuis priests altogether, and leave me to face
the weary future alone? O Ernest! I didnot
think. you could be so cruel, so selfish "’

« Dear Mirium, you do not know what this
resolution has cost me. As God sees my heart,
the sacrifice of my love for you was the bitter-
est trial thesc days of suffering have brought.
Tn fact,”’ he added in o low voice, *“from the
hour our dear Lord made it plain for mnc that
I was to serve Him with undivided heart—
that I was literally to leave all and follow Him
—1I have suffered (until to-day), au z2gony so
sharp, that the other perplexities of my painful
position were quite lost sight of.” .

They were walking along the white road,
Miriam and Mr. Albey, with the blue Christ-
mas skies overhead, und the clear suushine
falling upon them ; but Miriam’s beautiful face
was very sad.

« What wounds me more than all the rest,”
she suid reproachfully, “is your wunt of con-
fidence in me. I should have known these
things long, long ago.”

His pal?a’ cheek flushed.
¢« Forgive me,” he said gently; “you are
right. A score of times I was on the brink of

"a disclosure, but something always withheld
me. I had so littie confidence in my own man-
liness und courage, that until I put the possi-
bility away from me by my open avowal in the
chureh), I'feared my weak heart might betray
jts Master even as the great St. Peter’s did.”

.Tp the touching huumility of his tone, Miriam
was rebuked ; and they walled on io silenee,

- It was dinner hour of most of the humble
villagers: and save for an occasional urehin
~who ran out, rosy-cheeked, to pluck Mr. Al-
bey’s coat and cry ¢ Merry Christmus I”—or a
steay artizan who stopped to stare, open-
mouthed, at the preacher who had turned
Papist—they had the road pretty much to
themsélves. And thinking of the many times

~ jn the spring aid summer and the pleasan full

* they had walked it together, and how soon one

_would be left to walk it alone, Miviam’s heart
was very full. Over this blonde beauty with

“her indolent capricious nature, her love of
dress, and her tendency to satire, the young

. hesitating, timid minister had won a singular

- and powerful influence. = Gradually, almost in-

" sensibly, he had led her to struggle against her

" ‘jmperfections; to practice 2 daily self-denial in
the use of her time; to sacrifice. her craving

for elegant trifles to the relief of the parish

“'poor; and to mould herself gracefully on his

" “‘own winning model of meekness, unselfishness

- 'and sweetness of temper. She had “cven over-

" eame her fastidiousness so far as to visit. (as
" Pet. used: to ‘do) the sick and dying . of the

- *hatnlet:~and run the gauntlet of the orphanage

"._every week, instrueting. rough young urchins n

dly, ventilated xooms, with coarse littlo hands

ingering her delicate silk and costly velvets, . -

And now, just when even the . feeble- cliarm

{ self confidingly into- His arms.

z ras
, into the ‘old life of
and unmitigated selfishness. + -

« () Ernest! do not leave me,” she pleaded
with a painful conviction of her utter dcpend-
ence on him, ¢ If you go away there will be
no ore to help me. I shall grow carelci.:s and
worldly again, and lose my soul at last!” =~

«Phere will b a gregter’ ONE to help you.
than poor Ernest Albey;” said her companion
visibly moved. ¢ O my deur one! cast your-
Muke . one-
heroio act of resignation to His will, of faith in
His mercy—and your poor suffering heart will
be filled with peace!” L

And then, as she walked  beside him with
bowed head and trembling lips—by his great
Jove for the sorrowful girl, moved still more by
his great zeal for her cternal salvation. Mr.
Albey began to talk in his sweet, persuasive
way of the faith he was embracing. In clear,
simple words, as if e were talking to a child,
he laid barc before her pure soul and earnest
logical mind, and let her read there the - story’
of his conversion. The truth, the purity, the
holiness of the Romun Catholic Ch_urch ; ber
distinctive unity and great, mysterious Sucri-
fiec; her sacramental treasures, her consoling
intercourse with the Blessed ‘Virgin and the
Saints: her tender ministry to the suffering
sotls in Purgatory. .

«Qh! if you did but know the gifts of
God ! he said sgain and again ; while Miriam
felt strangely soothed and listened eagerly, with
the tears trembling in her eyes.

And when, lowering his voice (as if the sub-
jeet were too sacred for a loud discourse) he
spoke of the incffable loveliness of Virginity, of
the dignity of the conseerated priest, the
missionary, the Sister of, Charity—living like
angels in. the flesh, forsaking all comforts and
lawful pleasures to go across seas, and into
trackless wilds, through fire and famine, pes-
tilence and persecution, to win immortal souls
to Jesus Christ, Miriam’s heart scemed to
glow and melt within ber.

He saw her tcars, her agitation,

Lt us go in here and rest,” he said softly,
as the door of the little Catholie Church stood
invitingly open. *Many a time when things
were at their worst, I have stolen in here un-
observed : and the Divine Presence has soothed
me.”

They knelt down on the very spot where
Pet had wept and prayed a year before.  The
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.
Aye, and do not the tears and prayers of the
myriads of bloodless and uncanonized martyrs
also cry eloquently to God for the conversion
of their persecutors ?

(To be Continued.)

.

JOTTINGS FROM THE SEAT OF WAR.
A PRUSSIAN VIRW OF TIIB WAR.
(From Times Correspondent.)

Beruiy, Jun. 14,

The comparative silence of the Paris forts since
the beginning of the bombardment is easily ac-
counted¥for. Eight German guns being aimed at-
cach embrasure, the encmy's artillerymen soon find
it too hot to stand Ly their guos. The German
breechloaders fire with such extraordinary precision
that they can make the muzzle of the enemy's guns
their target, and after a littte while always succeed
in silencing their noisy adversaries, The process
has Leen gone through so often since the beginning
of the campaign that its result may be regarded as
an cstablished fuct, It may perhaps have some in-
fluence upon the construction of future fortresses,
or it may tend to do away with fortresses altogether,
exvept where they can be exected in such command-
iug positions us Mont Valcrien or some of the
towering outworks of Metz, For the present the
French are making the best of a bad bargain, and
with their usunl ingenuity have hit upon a plan of
foiling the Gurman atinck. All along the exposed
portion of the southern front, butween, Liehind, and
iti advance of the forts, they have thrown up carth-
works, and bers and there arfted them with artil-
lery to reply to the Lesicgers’ fire. Directly the
Giermans find out the exuct site of the French bat-
teries and begin to pour in their unfailing geeaades,
the gunk are removed to anather position along
these extended redoubts, und as a matter of course

| can five n shioet time with impunity, 14 has repeat-

edly happened in the course of the last few days
that tlie Germans have becen cannonading o spot
whicly, ns was subsequently discovered, the French
muns had evecuated an hour -ov two previously.
Though in executing "this mouauvre the French
cannot bring their heavy guns inte play, yet it is
the only mcans of evading the fiery salutes of the
other side. That the Germans do not suffer severe-
1y from the comparatively light artillery with which
they are being plied by the besieged is sufficiently
‘proved from the daily reports of casualties, How
long they will Le kept in check by this novel mode
of response remains to.be seen. Non-professionals
‘cannot venture to have an opinion when doctors
decide to disagree. The question is the more com-
plicated as the-Germans do not expect to tuke Paris
by reducing the Forts. Their cuc¢ is to get near
encugh to bombard the city itself, and in this dead-
ly enterprise they nre muking steady, albeit slow,
progress. Of the results thus far obtained one- of
the most importutt is the destruction of the railway
viaduct near Autenil.  The line from the city to the
south-west being thus interrupted, this will prevent
the French sending troops to Issy and Mont Va-
lerien with the same facility as litherto. Borties
from the south-western side will be gs wmuch im-
peded by the smashing of this Important bridge as
those on the castern have been rendered diflicult
since the capture of Mont Avron,

In the construction of their batterics the Germans
havo proceeded with their usual diligence tmgl cau-
tion. 'Fogive on example, their vedoubt in the
park of 8t. Cloud is only 300 paces from the French
carthworks at Scvres. Being situate where the
ground slopes down to the Scine, there were only a
few trees to prevent the work and the workinen en-
gaged on it Leing seen by the enemy., The soldiers
detailed for this dangerous task had to lic down on
their faces, and in this pusition’ burrow & hole i_n
the ground, removing the earth in shpvclfuls._' . :I‘}ns
accomplished, every -stone, every picce tof timber
had to be brought up. stealthily by the meny creep-'
ing on gll fours and rolling it beforc them. The
‘greater pirt of the Inbour. was. done ‘at night,' es-
“pécially while - the -bellowing - roir of  Valerién
drowned. the slight noise occagionéd by these human
-moles. - -Btill; . when - tho battery- was: ‘ready, . it
dnewered all the requirerents of the:case, and . with

its straight traverses and bomb-proof caseiate, was
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IWhéieer French résidents still T :

habitations near.the sicgo batterics they were re-
moved cither before the construction of the works,
or at any rate before the firing began.  Thus for in-
stance, the few grrddneis-and fervants remaining at
Meudon were collected in a barn'on the moming of
the 4th, the guns being only p.lnced- after every
possibility of a stranger’s cye espying their position
had been:provided against. When the last cunnon
was in position the poor people were invited to take
up their Fesidence at Versailles, or some other plac:
near at hand. - While this was going on, Mont Va-
lerien was firing at random as usual,  According
to an official computation, not more thun onc Ger-
man has been wounded by cvery 300 rounds from
this fortress, In bther words,£3,008 has been spent,
by General Trochu to compass the despatch of one
man to the hospital.

PRUSSIAN TROOPS ON THE MARCIL

The advantages of speed are all with a retiring
ariny, not with the pursuers, unless the retreet is so
Lillconducted as to become & rout. The retreating
forces ean make their way onwards ag fust as they
please, if not encumbered with baggage ; while the
pursuers are obliged to feel their way - carefully,
that they may not be ledinto a trap. It is there-
fore not to be wondered at that the Prussinu columns,
arriving &t the summit of o hill, strained their eyes
in vain to cutch a glimpse of the encmy,  Like o
row of huge snales, the various columns undulated
forward, now crowning a height, now dipping iuto
a hollow, the men nxirching checrfully as usual,
and singing frequently in deep rich tone. There
is the sathe tale to tell of ench Division. Now and
then the head of acolunn toucheswsmall remguard ;
there are a few shots, o delay of ten minutes or &
quarter of an hour, the Germuns always pushing
forward, then a hurmh, & rush, and the French run
like hares, leaving o few prisoners in the hands of
their ecnemy. Generally some Freach soldiers are
found in the villages and little towns. Just after
we arrived in St. Colais I saw two Frenchmen in
red trouscres and gruy great coats wandering aliout
the square, aud inquiring from Iaughing Germans
where they should go.  Presceutly six men rrom the
guardroom went out and teek possession of them,
to their evident satisfaction, "

Beside the road, balf lost to sight in the driving
snow could be scen at times cavalry halting to teed
their horses. The cheery Iaughter of the men and

[ the neighing of horses expectant of foud harmonized

in a strange chorus, and told that neither snow nor
dificuttics of marching had anything like n depres-
sing offect on the soldiers. The unly remark about
the weather which reached my cars from the lips of
& soldicr was, # This weather is very much against
the Freneh”  Singing was frequent, and one of the
regimental bands played alively aiv Loth oen the
march and in the square at Bouloire, a little nest of
a plawe, where the Head-Quarters rest to-night and
whence jufuntry fire was quite audible. It came, 1
believe, from Ardenay, the most advonced position
raaciied by any part of thé army, where one of the
Duvisions of the 3rd Corps rests to might,- What
must be the outpost duties in such weather? The
wind howls and the big snow-Hlakes are driven fierce-
1y before it.  Yet the men must watch carcfully, fur
who can tell what the French might attempt if they
knew of the Yrince’s Head-Qunrters and had courage
for a bold dash through some of the side lanes which
intersect this -country of copses, small fields, nnd
hedges like those of old Englind?  There was great
talk once of night attucks practised at Chalons, Lut,
‘like many other piece of French tulk, they lave
neverbeen effected in réality. An army must first
bave its corps orgunization, its train, and its outpost
work in perfect order before it tries such dangerous
work as attacks by night, when cvery dutyis more
difficult than by day and ¢very bush may conceal an
cnemy, Itis soinetimes imegined that all such du-
tics as those just mentioned will come right of them-
selves in time of war, If soldiers do not march well,
or Volunteers are unsteady, the remark is often mude,
“They will march or gain steadiness in war.” So
it is sometimes suid when the actors in private thea-
tricals break down during rchearsal, “It will be
all right when we are plaving before an andience.?
But does it come right? Whea for the first time
tlie soldier hears shots fired in anger, and sces that
strunge totter of the knees and fall in n heap whick
are the sighs of sudden death in the field, his mind
is not likely to be ready to Icarn things new to
him. ”

Not only in the geand operations, but ¢ven in such
detaile as riding and carrying messages and endu-
rance of futigue, ¢the Prussizus ure accustomed to do
hard work well and cheerfully.

Le Maxs—Le Mans, where the French General
Chanzy has sustaineg his apparently fatal defeat, is
a town not without historic interest. First it was
the centre in antique times of a branch of Druidic
worship, anil at Conesse, c¢lose by, there is o # Kit's
Coty House ;* while a Druid stone is built into the
Church of StJulivn. Inthis church, tog, is the tomb
of Berengurio of Sicily, wife of Richard Ceur de Lion;
and in the town a house ix pointed outas once occu-
pied by that Quueen, Morcover, Le Mans was the
birthplace of Heury II, and the Plantagenet line
took its name from the genet, & broom which grews
all about these hills of Anjou and Maine, Inhappicr
days thun the present the plain lttle townis famous
for clover-sced and capons; hut this is not the first
#uptisim of blood? which it has received. In 1503,
ten thousand men, wornen, and children were slaugh-
tered there by the Republicon army fighting against
the Vendeans. When will history cease, alas! to be
written in blood 2— Z%legraph. :

Much- nstonislment is expressed at the abundance
of provisions with which Faris must have been
supplied when it was cut off - from comumunication
with the rest of France, Genernl Montbe remarked
to me yesterdny that hie thought the supply of am-
munition for the forts was o matber of still greater
wonder. 'Though shells and powder are made in

ariy one would have thought that the limit of

materials for their mannfacture must have leen
renched Iong before the present time. Lo take the
two Forts of Rosny and Noisy by way of illnstration,
Tror three monghs they have besm firing with scarcedy
an intermission of & dny or & night on one small
part of the Saxon line. An accurate account of the
nwmnber of shells thrown by them on the one portion
was talken for twentyfour hours. It wus found to be
175 from cach. Tam told that for cvery day of
three months it might be taken at an averge of 150
aday. I Delicve there are syme 28 forts or oubworks
whicli have been doing similar work,  What a con-
suinption of shell and powder that will show for the
whole! A few days ago, forthe fivst time, ammuni-
tion waggions were obscrved to be on the way from
Mont Valericn to the. north-eastern -forts, which
would indiente that the supplics of the latter were
ranning short ; but since then, judging fiom their
firing, $hey have been in no want. -

It is stated on completc authority that onz could
hardly find a family in'Germany, from the highest
to the lowest, which has not some relative to lament
in consequence of :this war. France hus not suf-
fered nearly so severely in that. way, lecnuse ser-
vicd.in the campaign "has not been ‘nearly o uni-
.veisal among ihc French fumilies, To find the
-highest clase of Fronch people'in the.army has:been
‘the exception s but there:is not a princely:.or. noble
family in Germany which did not send dne or more
.members to the war. In soveral 'ycgiz;idqn;:ts “of the.

@,

wposiman of nginetring.. Only e |
Nt

Fourth Armiy tho' officers have - been much more |

7,000ithan>to 6,000 3, then, the Germans have
beén’ viétorious, theirvictorics have cost them  dear,
and I am certain that, witl: a determination to fight
as lonjs as they may be ealled on to do s, they are
wishing heartily that, with the eapitulation of Parig,
the war may coine to a close, Considerable doubt
is, howevur, folt respecting the course which may be
tnken by Lyons, Marseilles,and certrin other towns,
The German military - authorities don't feel at alt
sure that the Ropublican coinmunitivs in the south
will lay down their ams when Paris falls, New
arrangements for the north are under consideration
in cuse of continned opposition in that quarcer ; but
ax they are not yut perfected it would be premature
to allude to them more particularly.

The King of Terrors hns been winning. fearinl
battles of Inte in Paris, and the denth-rates for the

3,280 deaths in seven days, showing an incrense of
552 denths on the preeeding week! Swmall-pox
munkes a steady advance (464 deaths), and typhus
fever follows, at some distance, but the chief cunses
of denth are disenses of the Iungs and chest brought
on by the inclemency of the season, the want of
fucl, and the want, too, of that generous food which
gives wuinith to the body, and in o great degree
stunds in lieu of firs, Poor nursing mothers, with
their weakly infuuts, old people deprived of their
usual comforts, and sick childeen are dropping
away fast. 1 would not willingly be harsh on a
people whose patriotism is roused into fiercencss
by misfortune, but there i, to my mind, somcthing
[ um tempted to call unmanly in the want of feel-
ing shown for the sufferings of the, non-combatant
it of the population, and the stern eagerness with
which many orguns of the Press insist on the neces-
sity of reserving everything beyond the bhare neces-
sarics of life for those who can do serviee in the
ficld or on the rumparts. Throughout the siege
there has been little pity shown by the Purisians
for the defenceless—for the starving women within
the walls ns well as for the mvaged villages without.
The #attitade” of Paris had been the sole preoccu-
pation,  National Guards receive 30 sous a day, and
their wives 15 sous, but women unconneeted with
the civic army and old men get nothing, and they
must go and stand in long lines for Lours in the
bitter cold &t the doors of the municipal canteens
to get their scanty supply of unpalatable food.
‘There it is that Vronchitis nad pncumonin scize
upon their victims.

THE GARRISON OF PARIS.

The regular army with which Trochu was first oc-

cupied was composed of about 28,000 men, brought

back from Mezieres by Vinoy, 40,000 old soldiers

and men from the depots, and, finally, 15,000 young

recruits from the two last contingents—making alto-
guther in round numbers 83,000 men. The Paris

‘Grarde Mobile supplicd 40,000 men, those of the Garde

Mobile of the Departments which it wans pussible to
enclose in laris furnished 90,000, the navy Lrought

a fontigent of 10,000 men, and the ¢ Corps Francs?

20,000: Thus the cntire army—Line, Mobile, and

Navy—formed o working foree of 245,000 men, in-
cluding the noncombatants, which is, in fuct, the
number indicat @ by the plebiccite of the 3rd of Nov-
c¢mber.  Since then we have Jost about 12,000 men;

and there vemanins to us n fairly strong force, which

after much hesitation, has been divided into two

active armics—one under the command of General

Ducrot (the 2d), the other (the 3d) under the coni-

mand of General Vinoy; the Intter being chiefly

compored of Gardes Mobiles. To these must be
added the setvice companies of the local National

Guard and the whole of the National Guard itself,

which together form the First Army, -

Ti. Raxce or GExs,— Apropos of the sicge of
Paris, it may be interesting to note here some of the

longest runges on record. At Shocburyness, in 1856, |
the old smooth-bore G8-pounder, with a charge of

16 1L, and at an clevation of 27 deg,, threw a com-

mon spherical shell of 66 b, 5,600 yds, In 1858 a

rifled Armstrong 32-pounder, at 33 dvg. clevation,

with 6 Ib. charge, threw o shot 9,153 yds. About

the same time n 7 in. gun, riled by Mr. Lynall

Thomas, charge 25 1b,, clevation 373 deg., shot 176

1b, ranged 10,75 yds. In 18G4 o 12 in. gun, charge
70 1b,, elevation 23 deg., shot 511 1b.. mnged 7,402

yds. The Woolwich 9 in. muzzle-londing rifled
gun, at 33 deg. elevation, and with 43 th. charge, has

thrown its common shelly with 18 Ib. of powder
bursting charge, to a distance of 9,900 yds. "The 8

in, Woolwich gun, with a charge of 40 1b, and at an

elevation of 161 deg,, has thrown its shell 6,600 yds,

During the Anmstrong and Whitwerth comnpetitive

trinl, in 18G4, very Joug ranges wer¢ occasionally

attained. The T0-pounder breech-loading Armstrong
gun, firing 2 70 1b, shot with 2 9 b, charge, rnged,
at 15 dege., 4,728 yds, and at 21 deg. 5,281 yds.—
The muzzle-londing *Armstrong, firing & 70 1D, shot
with 2 10 1b, chiurge, ranged, at 15 deg., 5,201 vds.
and at 21 deg, 6,330 yds. The Whitwortl, 70-
pounder attained the longest ranges, owing to its
projectile being of comparatively small dinmeter ;
with n rhot 6f 70 1b. and charge of 10 1b. it ranged
at 15 dez, 6,252 yd§; at 12 deg,, 7,965 ‘yds.; and at
33 deg., Y480 yds.—Engineer.

A correspondent gives thes following account of
an incident of the lust sortic from Puris, Ie was
with the Prussians :— :

The Queen Elizabeths knew what was coming.
Their patrols had been out feeling the interval
hetween Le Bourget and Drancy, and- the advance
of o strong Lody of I'rench troops had been notified.
Every man was under cover; every man had finger
on trigger, and ‘muzzle out to the front. So when
the Trench fire cume, the Elizabeths gave it back
steadily and with interest; not acting so foolishly
as to rush ont to closc quarters in the open, but
Iying snugly behiid their stout Larricades and the
strong wulls of the houses, and firing in the dirce-
tion whence c¢ame the French fire, It seems no
Frenchmen were visible.  They were within 2 hun-
dred yards, hut they came no further.  After fring
they stood for a while, then guve ground, and fell
back to Drancy.  Yet again about eleven they had
come on; much the same features cheracterized
this attempt a8 the Iast.  And now, had they got
enough, did I think? asked the Major; or did I
think they were gluttons, and would come at it once
more? ‘L'hey answered his question, not' I, Just
as he spoke cune the “Steady, men!” from the
officer Ly the larricade. There was a dull sound of
tramping; sharpened Dy o few isolated slouts, and
then o confused bLeleh of musketry fire, I heard
the efficer by the barricades order— Sehnell four
_and schnell was, beyond a doubt, that same fewer.
Yorwere the French behindhand in their reply.
One could hear the bullets pattering on the walls
on the other side of the road, ns if the fog had burst
out into big hailstones.  This” steady firing Insted
for some five minutes, then the French musketry
fell away. In the comparative silence from  the
front there wore audible easily the sliouts of the
officors, & En avant?” En avant ! ° One officer—jud-
ing by the direction whence came tho fiting, he
must have commanded the right—hnd o very shiill
voice,and as ho screamed Tather than shouted, a
wretchod dog olose by began to bark in opposition ;
whereat the Queen Klizabeths laughed consumedly
.behindt]ieircq\rﬁ':',‘ Anothér officer—how I pitied the
gallant fellows—2ringed from wrath to sorrow'in his

~desperate ‘efforts ‘to.niake his’ mér ‘ohar
;avant, he began; aiid repented once; or-twice; -4 Saére
inomde-Diew, en avant, conuille ' 'agd;then e eVer

80, much miear
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: ¢ regiment. . The Saxons |
ers killed and 150 wounded, while
‘and wdurided is nearerito.

week ending the 31st of December speak volumes— |

5 |‘axmy, has invariabily borné tho charact
‘| and noble-hearted soldier, .and ‘s th
i and,

anfants didn't see it. Tude
TR LT e ¢ 1T, n .
gec the pleasuic g_téuta_ving where th‘::;»l’ s

| 1Ueéard no commadiliof rétrent given, but (4o
dropped away to-a distance;’ and ihtu}mitting?;:z:ﬁ

then cca ther: (At a quarter

wag an advance ori'the oflicr u(ildu frnmtz‘.&?;,tcr:f.' N
but'enfiladed in the way'as the troops composin i
were by the guard fleld watches on the Dugny rg y
they never got soclost us theassailants from, ey
nor did they bold their ground so stubbornjy, | 'i‘[:'v'
three o'clock the forts continued their e il.u.n IE
wag silent again, And so cnded this Sm‘ti'u~if & -
Lan call it a sortic—ngninst Le Bourgys, Gcm) a
losg: one man of the Queen Augustay, two of :‘lm
Queen Elizabeths, severely wounded. The Aymyer
man had bis shouldersmushed by ashell ﬂm-cg:m
of the Queen Elizabieths slightly wounded, N nlsin
cer fouched. Have I wasted your spice—tuken yr
# column and wore with a trumpery aftuit in wl.ih.h
ong side had not a single man kilicd, Byt snr;

there must have Leen cver so muny Frenchmen I:il
led and wounded ? you suggest. Perhaps there weg,
indeed, T don't see ow it 1s possible that they sho {c
ot have suffered considernbly.  But they log no‘:hd
ing behind them except, here and there red pateh
of bloed on the snow covered ground. Patrols éf tICh
guards were beating the front all night, ay wel] tm
ensure security as to pick upany \vouml:-d nien th ?
might fall in with. They found none, 7T Fre o
Lad carried of their dead and wounded, ench

‘Our readers will remember to have he e
geant Hofl, much praised by the l‘m‘isi:n?snf!u:) ihm:-
ing Prussian sentries. A correspondent snys .;00 )

The papers would sy, % this is now the ihirt ..
seventh Prissian killed by the sdventurauy .‘«lt-hr(-;u5 {
Hoft?  Before wé had ceased 1alking of the dcf:d \-l
would read—+ Sergeunt Hoff has killed twe mor‘.:
Rewnrds were showered upon him, and people qto(t);]
open-mouthed to hear the stories of the hru.\'e.mm
At the Lattle of Champigzuy he disappeared (;xw!E
were the lamentations over lis dis:lppca.r:mcum
Poor Sergeant Hofl—how sad to think of sucl, a m;
losing his life! It is now duclared with the ot
assurance that he was o Prussian spr. Tt seemng : -
Le proved that he was & German, and his mist;'cs:
u Frenchwoman, whom e has left Lehing hin in’
Parig, has let out certain facts which seeny to carry
guilt home to him. This is miher uufrmtefu‘l of
her, as he left with her all the mnm-\-awhivh he
heaped togetherns the result of his heroism anount.
ing to 7,000f. or 8,000f. Many people take the fact
of his having aequired such funds as the most de-
cided proof of his guilt; tut in jpoint of fact it
proves nothing cither way,  The money mighthave
been given to him as the wages of hig vspionage?
and it might huve been obtained as booty t'ron; gl(;e
men he slew in fight, I do not know ulf the fucty:
I am loth to condemn an absent man i and whohas
not learned to be very doubtful of tha worth of thc‘ce
cternal accusations of spying?  One of the ofﬁce.rs
under whom Hoff served says .—% It iy improbalile
that he was a spy, it is Iinpossible, it s ahsurd H(;
never went out alone; he and his men \V[‘I’O'L‘Olll;
manded by me, or ove of my eomtrades, and he s}ew
his Prussians under -our eyes? 1n .L-pit(- nt" 'tms
statement, his acfusers persist in their char
They declare that Jofl’s real name was e
and tllut his real runk was that of lieutenayt in o
Bavariun regiment of Chassours. A detachment of
free shooters of the Seine declave that they took
Lim a few days ago at Bezons, recoguised him, and
shot him. It ix now also remembered that he imdn
preuliar fashion of, going on Lis expeditions. He
weut forth with eompanions, but he seldom returned
with any—they were m-urliy alvays shot, Those
who returned alive from the advaneed positions as-
sailed by Scergeant Hoff, declare that he always dlzd
his business alone, He made them hold o particu-
lar gronnd—while he himself refused ol companione
ship on what secmed to be the raore perilous purt of
the adventure. He went forward single-handed :
after a time a shot would Le heand oy b:\hms H nnc]"
then Lie brought lLack his usual buotv—most' con-
spicuous of ull leing the helmet, Now and then
lie was known to fire sliots under the eves of his
compunions, but nlways witiont cffect, l
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HORMONS OF WAR

The T¥mes correspondent writing from Wilhelm.
shohe says :~—The other day I had 0 most horrible
sight of human suffering, About 1,500 prisoners
acrived ot midnight, on their way fram Frankfort
to .Stcttin, in open milwuy trucks, no other onrrisges
buing available.  When the trnin started from
Frankfort in the morning, the themammeter was
uliove freezing point, but in the course of the day
such n sudden change sct in, that in the ovening
the glass inarked many degrees bLelow it They
were scantily clothed, some of -them without great
coats, which they had sold, buying tobacco with the
money; others had thin cotbon storkings and
wooden shoes, others again had nothine at all on
their feet. Lyingin the same open trucks which
conveyed them from Eperiay, exposed to the in-
tense cold, they were in many instanees frozen to
the Dourds in their own filth. One of them at least
—some peaple speak of more—wns frozen to death. -
They were in a most terrible und pitinble plight,
and the groaning of some of the poor sufferers was
fearful.” After their arival they were distributed in
the waiting-rooms of the station and ia the bar-
racks, where they reecived restoratives in the shape
of coffce, xoups, and ment. Warn clothes and
Llankets were also given to many of them, and they
continued their jouney after n stoppage of ufteen
hours, with the exception of ubouttwcnf\', who were
sent to the Luzarette, When I saw them there they
had first to be Lathed. They swere literally swarm-
ing with vermin.  Some of them heing Mobiles,
were mere  boys of sixteen, und ngum men
above fifty; others had werved in  the line,
many suflering from pulmonary aflection, They
have now recovered.  Every one sceming but this
smail amonnt of the horrars of war, must for the
gake of humunity-henrtily join in the unjversal wish
for peace. At lenst in this neighbowrhood the ery
is universal, and the puldic mind has been but
little relieved by the announcement that the 29nd
Division, in the ranks of which sons and brothers
are serving, and whieh took so prominent a part in
the fights under Mecklenburg, was rolieved for
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some time and ordered Lack to Versaitles,

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

—

Trstvostan ro  Carray Dasex.—The Waterford
Citizen hus the following letter =—Sir,—There werc
Just two Ivish Captuing of Zounves who defended
the course of the Holy Father for the last ten years
—Captains Darey-und Delahoyd, the former from
Waterford, the Jatter from Dublin, Both. are now
in thiy country, waiting for the open which, plense
God, is soon to come for theny; to retiun to the de-
fence of the great cause to which they have devoted
themselves, Captain Delahoyd has been- duly
honoured, and his services to tht Sovercign Pontiff
fully recognized by the men of Leinster; but, up to
the present, the men of Waterford, and of Munster
generally, have forgetten to pay a compliment to
our computriot, who commenced his glorious cureer
on the field of Castlefidardo, where he eqrned the
title of * The Brave Darcy,” which was , given him
by General Lamoriciere himself. From that day to
-his wnwilling swerender at Romé, on the 30th of last
September, Captain Darcy has-been indefntigable in
‘the geryice of the Holy Fathor, and thronghout’ the -
oventful carcer of the .Pontiff’s smnall but,. devoted: -
weter of & bieve
ugli: gontle- .
7 in Fxceogniing ° -
8:7:/Tho " task of
thochival-

‘man. Muister:is. fiot usudll
;andhonouring the,nicrits

avant; mes

ord. - Let




