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NEWS OF THE WEEK

The last act of the great and terrible draina

enacting in Europe is apparently close at hand-

Paris is, not exactly besieged for it is no:t, and

owing to its immense size cannot, be invested ;

but it is now actually attacked by the Prussin:ý,

and on its successfl defence depends the last

hopes of France. The case is not desperate

yet, for the autumnal rains are at hand, which 'e

combined with the hardships to which an in-

vading army is exposed, must cause sickness

amongst the Prussian troops, and augment the

difficulties in the way of keeping, open theirlong

and exposed lines of comunication. The

Parisians are represented as firmly determmned

to defend themselves,-their capital, which is

France, to the last man; and should they per-

severe in their resolution, a desperate contest is

at band in whichi the odds are certainly not al

together in favor of the Prussians. WC are

told that Marshal Bazaine has succeeded at last

in cutting his way out of MNetz, and that, whilst

he himself with a portion of the liberated army 1

was marching towards Sedan, Canrobert with a

smaller forceUmder his Command, was advancing

upon Paris. Strasbourg still held out on the

16th, though the City and its defences had t

suffered severely from the Prussian ren, and

though the non-military population were in dire

distress, and hiad petitioned the Commandant,

the brave General Ulrich, to yield to the in-

evitable. and capitulate, He owever stands

firmn, and will defend the place to the last.

The number of Prussians nowv menacing

Paris is set down at 400,000; their firsýt attack

it is expected will be on Vincennes. The city t

is said to be wvell supplied with amimuntitioni, in t

greater quantities than was fired away at Se- t

bastopo • 
1

Whilst these things are goingy on in France,,

g-reat events are in progress in the Italian

Peninisula. Without any declaration of war,

or pretext for hostilities, in spite of solemn en-.

gagemients to the contrary. the Piedmontese

have invaded the Papal Territories, and have

either killed, or made prisoners of, the troops c

of the Sovereign Pontiff. Rome is attacked,

and ir. probably by this time in the bands of theé

enemy ; and ore we go to press the Pope him- t

that Victor Emmanuel can hurl against Rome
is hopeless;. On the same day it was reported
that the Sovereign Pontiff had left Rome, from
which city the advanced ports of the Piedlmon-
tese army of invasion were .distant only about
ten miles. It .is thoughtby .many that the
Holy Father will take shelterin Malta,; i is

aso eorë ad Ssignifican,.that the

headquarters of Free Masonry are to be re-

moved re Rome. -'
The loss of the splendid turret, ironclad ship

the Cap)tain, the most formidable ship in the

British navy, is confirmed. The manner in

which this dis aster occurred is a mystery, and

the details that we have received serve but toe

wrap the mystery up in thicke'i darkness. We

aire told that in company with somne ten other

ships of the Experimental squadron under Ad-

miral Mlilne the Cap)taini was cruising some 20

miles off Cape Finistere on the 6th inst. At

dark all was well; during the night a S:- W.

ebreeze freshened te a stiff gale with squalls of

rain, during one of which at about 1.15 a.m.

on the 'ith, the Caiptaüii then on the starboaird

guarter of the flag ship, was lost sight of. At

daylight she was no where to be seen, but somie

ortions of her spars or floating wreck were

picked up by the other ships of the squadron

sont in search of her. This is in substance the

report of the Admiral himself; and if it stood

-lone, we should be forced to conclude that, in

a sudden squall, the Captain had capsized, and

gone to the bottom with all hands, without hav-

in- hiad time to fire ai gun, or make any signual

of distress to her consorts, who were of course

close to her.
But we are told that some 18 of the crew of the

Corptdin, had arriyed safo. on shore, sotuewhere

on the coast of Spain in a boat ; and that these

survivors reported that another boat had got

away from the ship, but had been swamped.

Now, if the CalpNamhad had time to lower

boats, and to put people on board, she would

have had plenty of time to makec known

hier dangerous situation to the other ships of

the squadron. Every evening on board a man-

of-war, when sailing in company, the night

signals are reported ready for use, at the muster

at qluarters, and these therefore at a moment's

notice could have been made use of ; and, as
men-of-war, sailing in squadron kecep together'

each ship in its allotted place, it is impossible

chat if these signais had been made they should

have been unnoticed by all the other ships of

the squadron, on board of every one of which

there wvas an odfieer whbose special duty it was

to keeop a sharp look ont for signals. The only
way we ean see out of the diffIculty is this :¯
That the story as to the escape of some of the
crew in boats is a sensational lie got up by our
telegrami reporters ; und that the Captain went

down in a moment without having had time toe

maike any signal. Besides, as portions of the

Captain's spars were found floating about next
morning, by the ships that were looking for her
it is not probable that the boats which must
have put off from her not more than 3 or 4
hours before could have got so far by daylight
as tO have escaped ait notice. The truth how-
ever will be published some day, but we fear
that the imimediate cause of the foundering of

the Captaini will always be a mystery. It has
done much to discredit the turret armament, a
principle of which, if not the inventor, Capt.
Coles who perished in the Cpai.was, one of
the most ardent advocates.

During the past week there has been much
excitement, and a great influx of visfitors in this

City, owing to the Provincial Exhibition, and
the Lachine Regatta. The Exhibition was a
decided success in so far as it made mianifest
the Agricultural and Indaustriall progress of
Canada. The animals exhibited were very fine.

The LachineReat came'off on Wednes-

day and Thursday of last week. The great

event was of course the boat race betwixt the

Tyne crew, the first in England perhaps the

world-and the St. John's crew. This well
contested struggle whichi terminated with a de-
cided victory for the first named or Tyne crew,
was witnessed by an immense concourse of

spectaétors, numbers havingr comne not onlIy from

the United States, the Maritime Provinces, and

As wu stated, in one of Our late issues, there
was a chaniige for the better effected in Father
Wagner's g ift enterprize, with regard to the of-
fering of a Photograph to each benefactor of
St. Alphonsusî Church. Instead of. a P'bote

Praph, every benefaictor will receive a LitbO-
graphedlikèness ofÉ Pius X. ý-beautifully ýeit,
eenta.W n'hè ye besîfoi f14ir

charùcter'in France known to Prussia is the
governiment of Napoleon, or of a Regency acting
in his absence. Il We do not know," ho added,
'4 whether the whole of France will recognize

ithe Republic. How can we treat on so serious
1a matter with a provisional government which
)may be disavowed to-morrow ?" I asked
,whether any English diplomatist had arrived at
rheadquarters to advocate itervention. "I

have seen no diplomatis9t," was his answer. He
commented sharply on the French treachery at
Laon, saying that the place capitulated, and the
Prussians entered without any opposition. Then

ra French artilleryman blew up the powder
magazine, kilhang himself, 45 Prussians and

1near 300 Gardes Mobile.
MUNDELSAEUM, Sept. 18.-It is oflicially re-

ported that the works faicing Lunelle, numbers
52 and 53, of Strasburg are finished near Lu-
nelle. Fifty-three mines were exploded by the

besegd, and earthworks protecting the assail-
ants were injured, but they are since repaired.

BERLIN, Sept. 19.--A telegrama fromn the
King,'s headquarters states that the total num.
ber of men actually captured at Sedan was 30,-
000, including 39 generals and '2,595 officers,
500 of whom were released on parole.

The following, news is official:--While Na-
poleon was at Namuron, Belgium, he eulogized
the discipline and courage of the Prussian sol-
diers and said nothing could keep them out of
Paris..

F LOXF4E, Sept, 18.-An official despatch
fromi the headquarters of the Italian army of
occupation on Roman territory at Monte Ro-
tundo of the lich says:-Baron Arnim came
to General Cardona's quarters by authorization
of the Pope, to explain that forein military
forces for the moment ruled Rome, and that
IIis Hloliness was unable to prevent any resist -
:meca of the Italian troops. He wishied to know
what course eastward they intended to t:ike. •
The General replied that his purpose was fully
set forth in the royal proclamation. The King
haid shown great patience, but the fact is thaâ
foreigners attempting toi defend the city and to
rule the Pope, tried their patience severely.
Arnim beggecd a delay of four hours that he t

mighit bring On additional influence te bear on E

the Pope. Cardona so far yielded as to suspend
the attack on Rome for twenty-four hours, but
reserved the right to manoeuvre his troops which
niow encircles the City.

PARs, Sept. 18.-A fight took place yester-
day ten miles fromt Paris between the advanced
guard of the Prussian army and a reconnoitring .
party of the French forces. The latter were
driven back and the Prussians established c
themselvS on the heights which the French
had been holdin-. The Prussians numbered
d0,000. The fight is said to have been very
bloody, the French, though beaten, imflicting
heavy losses on the Prussians. The conflict
raged for upwards of two hours'

P.ARs, Sept. 19.-Trains on the Northern
radlroad from Rouen only run as far south as t

Breteuil at present. The Prussians were ex-
pected at the latter place on Saturdaywhc a-

.h frgmenso h eanam hc r
rived at Sedan consisted of 600 men who pre-
vnously escaped from Metz. .
,The loss of life in the hospitals of both armies

from typhus fever te very serious.
Gweneral De Failly is not dead, as has been so,

often reported. He and his staff occupy finely
furmished apartments at Mayence, and is sumip-
tuously provided for by Kung Williami.

Despatches have been received to-day de-
ýstroymg- all prospects of Marshal Bazaine's es-
cape. A handful of men only escaped thus far.

Thle siege of Toul is v igorously pressed. Ac-
cording to military experts the place cannot
hold out much longer.

Many Prussian scouts have arrived near the
wallsq of Paris. All thedeparments are, arm-

g-overument in this:--That under it the Chief
Executive holds office not for life, but for a
limited term of year3; and if this be all that
reent changes in Franee have effected ; if it
have but imposedi upon the French people the
necessity of annual, oi' triennial elections
for the office of «-Chbief Exeoutive, we. eer-

tanl donot see ihat they hae ained any-

each one of them personally in sympathetic,
terms. She feels acutely the loss of her best
ship with many gallant seamen.

A special to the Herald, dated Paris, Sept.
19, reports that 400 Uhlans yesterday occupied
Marseilles. .

The postal service has been suspended, and
service by messengers is to be organized.

Several Prussian scouts were killed by the
Garde Mobile and Turcos in the neighborhood
of Paris,.

LONDON, Sept. 119.-A correspondent of the
Túnies writingr from Paris says : Gen, Venoy
led 20,000 troops of line to Vincennes to dis-
pute the passage of Marne.

The advance of the enemy yesterday was not
great. Their troops are massed near the Seine
ready to cross nt any moment.

A correspondent of the Timtes writing before
Strasbourg says : The seven days preparations
for an assault cannot be completed in less than
four weeks.

Malet, second Secretary of the British Em..
bassy, who finally succeeded in getti'ng to the
Prussian heandquarters, returned on. Friday
bringing an answer from Bismarck to Lord
ILyons. Before this muission Lord Lyons hiad
asked Favre whether if Engliand requested -in
armistice the French Groverinment wvould wvel..
comte her intervention. When this besame
known to Lord Granville, Lord Lyons was po-
litely rebuked for his pains. Bent on improv-
ing the situation, Lord Lyons sent on an
informal misision to Bismarck, notifying Gran..
ville after Msalet had gone. Lord Granville
forthwith directed Lord Lyons to summon
Malet back,. Lord Lyons obeyed, but hiis mes-
senger took the wrong road and after
severail failures in miaking his way through
crowds of Uhlans reached the King's Head..
quarters. Out of al[ these suecessions of cross
purposes grew considerable coolness between
Lyons and Granville. Mlalet's talk with Bis-
miarck was plain and to the point. He asked
for an ultimatum. " Wqe must have Metz and
Strasbourgý," said Bismarck. " Dismantled ?"
asked MKalet. N, replied Bismarck, 4ýstronger
than ever." " Then ,:uppose the. 'French Gov-
ernment finds your terms impossible ?" ý. We
shall invest and starve Paris, aind if that does
not succeed, we shall try sharpermen.-
" Would you bomnba rdi the city ?" " Certainfly,
and burn it if forced. The necessity is sad,
but how to escape it." Bismarck talked about
Gladstone and Granville and their timid message
disrespectfully, and he did not hesitate to let it
be seen that he cared nothing for the efforts of
outsiders and was resolved to settle all questions
with France alone. For Lord Lyons himszelf
Bismarck professed his respect and gratitude,
and cordially advised him to get out of Paris
while he could. He had notified Lord Gran-.
ville that the siege once be-un, he would allow
no communication between foreign governments
and their embassies ins-ide that eity. The writ-
t2n answer sent by Bismarck to Lord Lyons
was confidential, and has not been disclosed;
but Lord Lyons intimiates that lhe thinks Bis-
marck means to have Paris before concluding
peace, as the most effectual means of enforcing
his demands. Nor is the French Goverunment,
at heairt, confident of mnaking- a successful de.-
fence. President Trochu told Lord Lyons hie
would do hiis best, but, hie added, there will bec
a massacre, followed by anarchy. TheMis-
tors still utter Idrave words. Russia's attitude
is getting still one of reserve. It has comte out
that Gortschakoff was asked by England to join
in a fresh guarantee. He answered, Iý Yes, if
you include Holland."

A RIEPUBLIC.-F Or the third timie France
is said to be a republic. Naturally we ask
"what is a republie ?" Till we get a definite

answer to this question we know not whether

The Daug ANews correspondent says that
Bismarck masists on the evacuLation of Metz and
Strasbourg or else Paris is to bc starved out.

The Germans laugh at Marshal Bazaine's r
hopes of escaping from Mletz. .l

.LONDON, Sept. 17.-The Queen has umited
with Vcrdia Dacres ,n a letter of con- f
daolence to the widôwis and orphans of those who t

eatownin.td Catain. .She addressed

We frankly conf-s o l Cd ntknwwa
a republic means, if every government which
governs for the sake of the people governed bc
not a republic; whlether, als in England ther,

1be an hereditary Chief Executive called jIl,
or Queen, or un elected President. Nov

1King- is not niecessarily a monarch, nor i3
Kingdom necessairily a maonarchy, or govern-

lment by one mnan power; s;ince Great Britain
is called a Kingdom, and assuredly that coun._
try is not ruled or governed by the will of ýll
one man, or woman. If' the publie gua Or
Commonwealth be the object for which repub-
lican governments exist, then assuredly Glreat
Britain is as much a republic as the United
States, as much a Commonwealth as is Conn4et_
tieut.

If however a republic Mean only the brute
despotism of majorities over minorities;- if, asL
in the United States, it M=an0onlY .a govera-
ment, by fraud and corruption, if republican
liberties mean only, as is the case in New York
the prmvlege of voting often and of gettin,
about $4 for a vote--tha t we believe is ahout the
market price of the article-then we agvain gs;
.that we see nocthingý in the proclamaio o are
public in France to call for oursyptiso
congratulations. We are Of thlose Who enter.
tain the old fashioned Catholic nlotion, that
legitimate Governments exist by divine appoint..
mien t indeed, but for the Commonwealth or good

of the people, and that crery govern ment which
makes the good of the governed its end is a re.
pubhie; whilst every govcrnment in wvhichj
huma.n will rules, whether it be the will of a
majority or of a minority is a despotism.

We fear however that that which in Francee
is hailed as the republic, is but the democratic
republic whicha as aIll history shows stands il,
the same relation to Czesarism that the eggrr does
to the chicken. Cesarisml, that is to say a1
formi of government administered by an elected
chief popular with the army is the only form of
government possible to a country which having
no hiereditary king, and nio influential hereditaryý
territorial aristocracy, keeps on foot a large
armiy, and aspires to be a greait iitary power,
This is the actual position of Frzance. It miay
pass through imany revolutions yet, aind assumne
many phases ofgoen nt but no matter
under what name called, republic, or kingdom,
or Empire it will virtually bu governed by
one mian", a favorite of the army, whose good
will he will have to cultivate either by ' in
them victories abroad, or by largesses y g img

publie purse at home.

PUsIC FAiTH.-Thetelegrams report that
Victor Emmanuel had offered the Sovereig
Pontiff, if hie would consent to the swallowvn
up of his States, by Piedmont, and exchange for
himself the position o)f an independent Prince
for that of a subject, to guarantee his spiritua
mudependence with absolute control of the Vati-
can palace, the Leonine city, and all1 ecclesias-
tical buildings except the convents, whichi the
robber king wanted for himiself.

Hlistory also reports that on the 15th Sep-
temiber 1864 the Piedmiontese Governmient by a
Convention of that date entered into the fol.
lowing agreemient :-

frA4rt. 1 -Italy engages not to attackz the actuail
territory of the sovereign Pontiff, and to resist byforce if necessary, all attacks nmade from without Gen
the said Ter-tory."

The telegrami of the 15th September, 1870,
also reports that an armed force acting under
the orders of King Victor Emmanuel had
without any pretext of grievance, invaded the
territory of the Sovereign Pontiff made pri-
soners of wvar of his smrall but galLant army, and
was advancing- upon Rome with the intention of
annexing it to Piedmont.

And this violation of the laws of civilized
nation, und of plighted faith, this unpro.
voked outrage by a stron, on a weak, Pornm

ciennes and Yrras, and is threatening the right
wing of the Prussians before Paris, near Com-

LONDON, Sept. 18.-A'N. Y. Tribune cor-

respondent says:-I had another conversation
with Bismarck this morning. IHe said posi-

tiyely that the Prusslin government. will not
treat with. any _g overnmñ. t, n or recogn izq any as j

-ejura anduhat9w.onlY:governmen fta
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