. FEBRUARY 10 1892

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

5

CHILDREN'S PRAYERS,

There can be nothing more important in the
training of children than to teach them the habit
of prayer. But before they can learn the habit
they must understand the meaning of prayer. [
suppose most children, who have had any teach-
ing at all in religious matters, would tell you
that praying is speaking 20 God, but [ think a
very large proportion of such children probably
have a very imperfect conception of what this
really means. They no doubt “say their
prayers,” but that is not necessarily praying.
The very first thing they must have most clearly
and definitely pressed upon them and fixed in
their minds, is the truth that they are not really
praying unless they feel that they are speaking
to God, and that God is listening tothem. Itis
a vast gain, a long step in the religious life, when
they have once realized this ; when, in other
words, praver has become a real thing 1o them,
and not a mereempty form. I am speaking now
of quite little children, and 1 am sure this lesson
can be taught very early. Onc has constant
evidence of the way in which quite little children
do realize what prayer is in the petitions, often
raising an inward smile, no doubt, which many
a mother hears her little one utter as it says its
baby prayers at her knee. Perhaps I ought to
have gone even further back, and 1o have urged
the necessity of creating in the opening mind of
the little child a sense of the existence, and of
the omnipresence of (iod, as well as of His love
and of His wisdom. But I supposc any mother
who cared at all for her child’s true interests
would begin with this. The child’s prayers, 1
need hardly say, should be very simple, quite
short, and such as the child would naturally wish
to pray. And the parent shovld make sure that
every word is thoroughly understoad, for it is
strange what curious mistakes little chitdren will
often make in the meaning of the simplest word.
Very simple children's hymns ar¢ very valuable
additions to prayer, hut here even more care is
needed to guard against mistakes in the mean-
ing. I once knew a little girl who interpreted
the line, ¢ All that stained my soul this day " of
“ blackberries and bilberries,” and T have knowa
sevelal who understood “ The grave as litde as
my bed " as equivalent to * The grave no bigger
than my bed ;" and 1 could easily multiply ex-
amples of similar childish mistakes. Dut 1 will
tell one much pretiier story to illustrate the truth
that a very little child can enter into the sense
and meaning of prayer, Such a little child was
once taken up to the top of the Malvern Hilly,
and was so lost in wonder at the beauty of the
scene, that, alter standing guite silent a litle
while, she whispered, « Mother, may [ say my
prayers "

But now we must remember that children sr///
grow bigger, and, as they do so the parents’ task
becomes more difiicult. 1 amafra d avery Jarge
number of parents never make any real effori to
teach their children to advance in prayer as they
advance in years. We find a large proportion
of confirmation candidates with strangely cle-
mentary habits or practices of prayer.  And not
infrequent’y grown-up people, if they pray at all|
go on with their chid prayers, as it a chi'd’s
prayer wou'd fit a grown-up person any better
than a chi.d’s clothes. Do letparents overcome
that strapge shyness and reserve which scems to
beset them as regards the inmer life ard deve-
tional habits of their hoys and girls, and do let
them speak plainly and lovingly to tham, and
show them how much more they have 1o pray
about as years go on, what new temptations
begin to as:ail them, what new duiies unfold
themselves, what new graces and blessings they
need to ask for, how many more they would wish
to pray for. Andthen Lam sure it is of great

morment to teach them something of the practice
of self-examination. Fvep a veYy young child
can understand this in its simplest form, and 1
know well how a mother's gentle loving question
at night as 1o anything wrong done through the
day, with the confession to God of the wrong
recalled, may be the beginning of a habit of self-
examination which will prove a life-long Dlessing.
[ am always afraid of long lists of (uestions.
First of all, they are seldom used with any great
care,and generally they are apt to minister to
some little self-satisfaction, since many of the
questions will not touch any individual case. It
is much better to let the child seleet {or taselect
for it) two or three of the faults it is most Hable
to, and to train it to question itself as to these
particular faults before making its nightly con-
fession to Giod.

Perhaps it may he useful to point out that the
child's morning prayer should econsist of praiss
and thansgiving, prayver for safety from siif and
danger, intercession, and the Lord's prayer :
while the evening prayer should consist of self-
examination and confession, prayer for protec-
tion through the night, intercession, and the
Lord’s Prayer.  T'o these I would add a very
simple morning and cvening hymn, of which a
good choice will be found in Mrs, Carey Brock’s
Children’s Hymnbook [S.1.C K.

Tet me only oiice more press upon parents
the cnormous importance of this subjecte ]
cannot exaggerate that importance.  Until there
15 real prayer there is not the first foundation of
the Christian lile,  As Charles Montgomery
says, ¥ Prayer is the Christian's vital bieath 7
that 15, the soul can no more live without prayver
than the body withont bremhing.  Ob, parents,
do feach your little ones to be real with Gaod,
He does not ask them to be ong on thetr knees,
but He does ask for real prayer, and not sham
praver. Itisa werrible thing to offer shams
the God of truth ; and the prayer uttered hy the
lip but not spoken by the heattis a sham prayer.
God help us all 10 e more real in prayer our-
seives, and then we shall know bewter Fow (o
teach our childien to pray.—Bisnor or Wake-
viELY in The Sarents’ Repiero,
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DEATH OF THE BISHOP OF
TERRITORY,

i The Right Rev. Samuel Adjai Crowther, DD,
bishop of Niger Territory, died Dee, 3rst. Jlc
:\\'.’15 a native Mrcan and his history, cetending
,OVEr seventy years or more from a state of
cabject servitude o the episcopate, it is a very
“romantic one.  His original name was Adiau
“and his family lived at Ochugy, in the Kaorshn
“countty, 1eo miles inland from the Eight of
“Benin. Ile was carried off n 1821 by the Fvo
"Mabometans, was exchanged for a horse. was
"again exchanged  at Dabdah, where he was
treated with great cruelty, was again sold as a
slave fur some whaceo, was captured by an ¥ng-
lish man-of-war, snd landed at Sierra Leone in
1882, He was baptized in 1825, taking tie
namies of the evangehieal vicar of Chr'st Chureh,
Newgate st, Londop, Samuel Crowther,  In
1829 he married a native girl who had Deen
taken to the same school with him.  Then for
several years he served as schoolmaster of Re-
gent's Town, and subsequently accompanicd the
first Niger expedition.  After arriving in kng-
land and studying at the Church missjonary col-
lege at Islington, he was ordained by the Bishop
of l.ondon. In 18354 he accompanied the second
Niger expedition and wrote a very able aceount
of it. He was afierwards an active clergyman
at Akessa, translated the Bible into Korubu, and |
undertook several other literary works of a reli-|
gious character for the benefit of his African |
Lrethren. He was consecrated first bishop of
Niger Territory, West Africa, fJune z2gth, 1364
In May, 1880, the courcit of the Royal Geograph-
ical Society awarded a gold watch to Bishop
Crowther “in recognitton of the serviees he had

rendered to geography.”
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Piorese of  Fredericton,

_Davnorsig--In conjunction with the neigh-
boring parish of Addingten, St Many's Parish
has loealized the Chwrch Monthiv. the most
widely circulated of anv Chareh of Enghnd
7 charist in both

magazine.  There is a weekly I
Parishes.
PrusoNal.--Rev. W Baylee has been ap-

puintid 1o the Mission of Derby and Blaoki e,
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MAGOG.

Nine members of the 8t lake's choir ook
part in the choir foestivald, at SL Peter’s, She-
broanke, Jast week.  Phey report having had a
most happy time. Though, as in the case of
Magog, the chaivs of tre serrounding parishes
were only partislly aepresentad on aeeount of
the prevailing sickness, there asseinbled tor the
A Jange congrepation
The

serviee about jo singers.
Blleed the body and galleies of the churel,
elergy accompanying the varions choir detacl.-
ments oceupied the chaveel i their vestnents,
The Rev. Canon Thumloe and the Reve Dr
Allnott intoned the pravers, and the Reve Dr
Aduams preached the sermon, “Fhe who'eserviee
was spirited wnd well rendered. The united
choirs, considerivg that they had each praticed
independently, sang together with run:ul.-'.nlnlc
smoothness and precision.  After the serviee i
very enjoyable social gathering was held o the
church hall, at which o permanent choir assos
ciation for the Deanery was organized, with the
Bishop and Rural $aan as Janon and Vaee-
Patron respectively, the Reve Canon Fharnloe
as President, Mro Arthur Dorey s Musical
Director, and Mro 1L R0 Fueer as Seerelary
Treasurer. Mro Dorey received convratulitions
on all sides on the stecess of Bis cllorts as pro-
moter of the festival aad o the associition, S8
Johns News,
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AU i et the Rertor
Windsor will not Le able o en-

SrJonss -
W,
ter upon his dutics here until nest month, owing
to the objections ol s piresanit pati=lioners o
his leaving them -noner,

cleet, Rew.
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St Grorei - The aonual geetivg of the
sunday-scool teachers of SL George's Church
was held an Friday evening, lan. 29, The Rev,
L. N. Tucker oceupied the chair i the absenee
of the Dean. The superintendent gave a very
exhastive repart of the work done during the
past year. The treasurer anel Lbrarian alen
read their reports which were very tatisfactory.

The number attending the school is consider-
ably over Goo ; fargest nurnber on any one Sun-
day, 580; number of Dhocks in Bhoary abont
1,820, “The following contnibutions were made
during the year :—1o the General Hospital,
$50; to the Shingwauk IHome at Saelt Ste
Marie, $751 o the Rev, My Burnias for Tndian
schaol in Manitobia, $3¢; and ta Bishap Reeve
for his work in the Diseese of Mackenzie River,



