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TH-E NEW CENT 0F 1876.

F TER an interval of seventeen years a new copper
or bronze 'oinage lias been issucd in Canada.
Anotiier Ccnt lias appeared, yet under an old
dress, so snucbi docs the Cent of 1876, resemble

that of 1859. But SI it lias its dioecrcnccs, nîctAI bias con-
sidcrably lprrciatcd iii value, and now h~ ave one third
more in thicknes-, and wcigbit iii our prescrit coin, wbile the
figure of our Qtsccu k oldcr. baving naturally so to speak, ad-
vancect in age witb the lapse of years. The hcand ton is cor-

onaed ad asa iocrnt rrngmet f brhar.On the
reverse the impressionî i bolder, and We notice besides the
altered date. the letter il, tbe mark of our Canadian mir.t and
mncyers, Ireaton & Sons of Birnmingham.

It rnay sccm strange tbiat We bave bccn so long without
such numismatic novelties seeing that Canadian silver Coins
have been frcely issued for the past six years. But now even
is copperwitb usa real desidleraituni? Canada bias siot during
the present gcneration at lcast, been at a loss for necessary
copper change. Tlîe difficulty lias often been the other
way. Too much stuch change. lier liberal financial policy
in accepting as sucb, cvcrytbing that even resenibled a cop-
per coin, precludcd any dcartb in that article. For coins of
ail nations, and ;mzuds wec available as change. Even in
1869), wlicn thc liaif of tbis Cosmopolitan Currency wvas
witbdrawn from circulation, tbere reniained of the uncon-
dernned B3ank issues ample for the wants of the country.

WVe well rememiber the time whien the first issue of cents
was offered at twcnty per cent. discount. The Bank cf
Upper Canada w~as then the governrnent agent, and found
it dificult indeed to get themn into circulation. Wben the
Bank failed, the arnount still on hand, somie twenty thousand
dollars Worth, was disposed of at from twenty-five to fifty per
cent discount.


