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prosperous financial institution, as well as
by the president of ‘a Toronto fire insur-
ance company on & more recent occasion
might be profitably followed on oceasion’
by the double management of the Sun.

Considering that the company does not
own its premises in Montreal, the veal
estate owned is considerable, being $70,-
000, but is about $3,030 less than in
1883 ; this we learn, however, is worth
considerably more than the sum named.
A dividend of 6 per cent on the paid-up
capital, $62,500, was paid the shave.
holders on the business for the year, or 4
per cent less than in 1883 ; while the pro-
fits {o policyholders were $3,376, against
$9,911 in the previous year.

It is gratifying to note that the death
claims in both branches, Life and Accid-
ent, ave less than in 1883, being §4,590
and $2,500 respectively, an evidence of
continued care in the selection of lives, n
care which should be-all the greater ow-
ing to the unconditional character of the
Sun policies. _

We have taken the liberty of thus
pointing out a few of the more salient
points in the report’ of the company, in
the hope that the management may gird
up its loins and put forth renewed efforts
towards placing the Sun progressively
among the leading life -institutions of
native origin "as well as those who by
their large and pradent investments in
the country have become no less Cau-
adian in their character. '

THE NORTH-WEST REBELLION..

Just as our lastissue was going to press
the startling news of a rising of the Halfl-
breeds in the vicinity of Prince Albert, in
the North-West Territories, was received.
From that time to the present there has

been constant anxiety as to the fate of*

the scattered white population in a region
where they are surrounded by o great
number of Indians and Hall-breeds. The
first engagement was attended with serious
loss of life on the part of the police and
volunteers, It is most satisfactory to
find that in the emergency that has so
suddenly avisen -all parties are disposed
to co-operate in putting down the rebel-
lion, which is generally attributed to the
influence of the notorious Riel, who took
such a prominent part in the rebellion of
1869-70. We are inclined to think that
even the strongest opponents of the rapid
construction of the Canadian Pacific rail-
way will be ready to acknowledge that it
was fortunate that the line was runin
- Canadian territory, north of Lake Superior,

and-that the work. was. prosecuted withi.

vigor., It appears that there are only gaps
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of about seventy miles, and that the
troops that have already proceeded to the
front have had but little delay in reaching
Winnipeg. In all parts of Quebec and
Ountario, officers commanding regiments
have volunteered their services, and have
undertaken to raise the number of men
required. N

There has been, naturally enough, n
demaud from the leader of the opposilion
for information as.to the claims of the
Half-breeds, the non-recognition of which,
it is asstied, must have led to the rising,
It is, however, very doubbful how farit is
expedient to discuss that subject at
preseut. Tt is not pretended that, as re-
gards the Indian tribes, there has been
any failure to fuiiil the various treaties
which are in force ; indeed we have no
doubt that they have been much more
liberally dealt with than what was pe.

quired by those treaties,—moreover they
have not been discontented, although the
pernicious influence of Riel has been
sufficient to induce them to join his gang:
There is a general conviction that the
time has atrived when the maleontent
Half-breeds pmst be tanght a lesson that
will prevent any similar attempt during
the settlement of the North-Western ter-
ritory. Itis deeply to beregretted that
several viluable lives were lost in
the engagement which took place, which
certainly seéms to bave been owing to
an error of judgment.

INSOLVENCY MEASURES,

Owing to the very great uncertainty,
which prevails as to the fate of the Bill
now pending in the House of Commons,
and the ohjections which are entertained
by many to the insertion of any provision
for the discharge of a bankrupt, there
has been o movement set un foot to pro-
cure an amendment of the Civil Code of
the Province of Guebec. A meeting was
held a few days ago in the Corn Ex-
change, to consider the question, and a
series of amendments which we under-
stand were framed by a committee of law.
yers, with the assisionce ol an experienced
firm - of accountants in the cily, were
adopted, and a petition, which we shall
insert, was agreed to and has been sent
round to the wholesale firms for signa.
ture. We fear very much that there is
little chance of any Insclvency Bill pass-
ing the House of Commons, It seems to
be generally understood that any Insol.
vency Bill passed by the Dominion Par-
liament must contain , a provision for the
discharge of "the bankrupt, -and to " this
thie mercantile community are sirongly

opposed; and, however guarded the new ‘|
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Bill may be, it will fot be likely to give

satisfaction to the commercial classes

either in Quebec or Ontario. We have
received a pamphlet, written by Mr,

Clarkson of Toronto, advocating an insol-

vent Act, and suggesting the estublish-

ment of a tribunal for ths protection of
the interest of creditors. It is possible

that this pamphlet, which is a valuable

treatise on the question, may induce

some of the opponents of discliy e under

any circumstances, to consent to another
trinl under the stringent conditivans

which the author thinks absolutely neces-
sary, but we own that cur own impression -
is that no Bill will pass the House of
Commons during the present Session, and

it may theréfore be desirabls that an

effort should be made to procure an

amendment of the Civil Cude.

TIE “WIND HAZARD” AND OTHER
THINGS.

The earnestness and grave decorum of the
proceedings at the recent-Insurance Parlinment
in Torento, of whiclia synopsis was givea iu,
our issne of last week, found fitting relagation
during the dinner at the Queen’s Hotel on
Wednesdny evening. Tt was not to be expecied
that the lnbors and discussions of several days
and nights preceding could be so wholly cast
aside that the feast of reasoa should not savor
somewhat of - rates, visks and renewals, pre-
miums, policies and preventives, and lhat when
the representatives of 5o much wisdom and
keen inteliigence nubent themselves for an
hour or two there should not be some contests
of playful wit and humorous allusions to the:’

‘peculiarities or idiosyncrasies of one or more .

members. i
““ Sacred in future, oh Wednesday, thou art .
T'o the seven o'clock joys of the Insurance table,
When the xh‘lembcrs allmeet to make muoek of thag
par -
With whiek they so rashly fell out in the fable,’*
One of the cleverest speeches of the cuter-
tainment was thatof Mr. Alf. Swmith of the-
Imperinl.  Mr. Sinith drew the atiention of the
Association to a huzard for which no provision:
had yet been made, aud whick in their delibera-
tions, seemed to have been totally neglected o:
ignored,—he referred to the #Wind Houaed.”
There was scacvcely o mewber present wiio
eyuld deny haviug hasl considerable experience
of this kind of hazard individually a3 well as.
collectively; there was more or less of it ull”
the time,butit had been more than usually severe
during the present sessioa of the Association,
aud hie hegged to move that Messes, 1. R,
Wood of the Aiinn and 8. F. Magurn of the
City of Liondon be appointed a special .comnnit-
tee to report on this Hazerd.—This Lr.ght
and sparkling effusion, of which our words give -
but a faint idea, was received with shouts of
laughter in which the members of the proposed
committee, well known for their volubility and
readiness in debate, joined no less beartily
than the rest. o
Another speaker regretted the loss which the
Associntion had met with in the departure



