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agreed that I the determination of such

three referees be final and conclusive,"
the Ministers whicih succeeded were

bound, according to the invariable usage
of the Imperial Government, as weil as

according to honor and good faith, to
stake their own existence on procuring
the assent of Parliament to the nward.

As to thequotations fron the Globe, which
are brought forward to disprove our asser-
tion that Mr. Mackenzie bound his Gov-
ernment to abide by the award, we will
only remark that the Gaze!te should have
given his opinion as ta the effect of the
orders in Council, and not newspaper
articles. On the viole, we may congratu-
late ourselves that our article has drawn
forth such a nild criticism fromn our able
daily contemporary.

IOTELS AT SUMR RESORTS.

Hlotelkeepers at tîse sesside and other slsm-
mes resorts chose a rather inopportune season
ta advance prices thtis year whsen our American
neigibors have begun to feel the edge of a
business depression which, however, it is hoped'
may be warded off r deferred by tlie unexpected,
becausse late, improvement in the harvest. There
are scores of hotelkeepers on both sides of the
line whose principal conception of a first-class
hotel is the price per day. These men, baving
been brougit up themselves at second or third
rate hostelries, or having developed from the
frugal simplicity of farm or village life, have
but little idea of the modern requirements of a
well appointed hotel ; and as 'the highs figures
charged at really first-alass establishments,
whici they sometimes visit, constitute the
principal difference thtat strikes them, they fancy
that hy simply increasing prices they can
advance their hitherto unpretending thoughs
possibly comfortable bouse itto a first place
among the hotels of the country. The seaside
hotelkeepers who advatnced prices some 25 to
30 per cent, the present season, thus driving
away a numnsber of their old customers, were
glad to 1ill their empty ronts by the beginning
of August ivith guests at even less than the
former rates. MXany ieople who Visit summer
resorts do not object to paying first-class rates
for first-class accommodation, but they do and
will object to pay firt-cltss prices for second
or thsird rate fars1e. Fur example, no one who
can afford it objects to pay tte price demanded
by the best hotels in the White Mountaini and
Francoia ranges,-Fabyans, Crawford, Profile,
etc., where, althougI the season is no longer
than et the seaside, everything la served and
suppilied with as good haste as ie possible at the
best houses of Boston, Mlontreal or Torouto.
It la an old remark tlat-"5 It takes a smart
man to keep hotel ; I it talkes more than'nere
Bmartness or business ability ; tie landtlord-
hiiself must be a man of taste, and able to
judge of the requiirements of his gstestsvhbat-
evec be their status. Such landlords are not
ttlwaysexclusively to be found in large cities
sme of the most successful hotelkeepers we

have ever known carried on business in some
of the maller tons or villages of th Docin-
ion, but it was not because of the Istand" or
the structure, but becanse the proprietor was a
man of tact and taste. There are hotels ont-
side of \Iontreal and Toronto, as well as in
these cities, making money for the owners that
bad ruined the former proprietors. The most
deservedtly popular hotelkeeper probably in
Canada finds himself in the present proportion
ately quiet season doing a business considerably
in advance of that of last year, and there are
a few similar exceptions.in other places. When
a hotel is not paying one of the first causes toa
look for is in the landlord himself or his partner,
where he bas one. It is no paradox to remark
that the proper man to keep a hotel must b
born as wei as nade.

00-OPERATIVE LIFE ASSURANCE.

In referring to co-operative lite assurance, it
jS obvions titit there must be somte definition
given of wtiat is meanit by tiis expression. It
shapîens that discredit bsss been bronght u pon

a word that otherwise is fuil of-intelligent and
valluable meanig, by the misuse whics has
been made ofit by certain disreptiable porsons
in ise lJcitd States. Ail litea ssuesrance is, as
a matter of fact, c-operative; but it has been
reserved for speculsators in a kind of business
wlsic is tothing score or lyss titan an organized
swisdlo ta rendar thse very naine of anaîsera-tive life assurance I a hissing and a mockery "
througlsout ail the nations of the earth. It has
been contended by the managers of these fraudu-
lent inatitutions, that ttey aie bsted upon
rinciuls xvhicb bave beau in existence in
reat Britain for centuries, and which bave

been successfully carried out by many large
and pawerfsl associetions an this count o, nt
ta spesk of societias misici are obvious y ssn-
sound, and which can never by any possible .
stroke of luck recover themselves. Reference
hsas ban made to institutions like the Odd Fol-
lows, Foresters, and kindred associations,
whici bave not merely pover to retrace any
talse Steps made in the past, but the resolsiion
to do so.- Lt nuist b premised, hlowerer, that
co-operatnve assurance on what is called the
assessment plan is not practised by these
societies. The assessment plan ias been fosund
by experiene to be citbrous, expensive, and
unrelable. It is, ther fore, not used il tihis
country, in which, it may be observed, every
possible kind or iisurance ias been tried an]
tested to the uttermost. The assassmentplaii of
assurance is the name which should b sibsti-
tuted for co-oierative, and, in future, it would
be wvIl that tius definition shouîld b drawn.
But how bs it fitred iith even those laire
socieies ivsich ivre doing their best ia ensure
the solvency of their reserves, and which have
beet worksng with tiis intention for s long ?
As a matter of fact, it was discovered soie
yers ago, aifter careful ilvestigations, thait
the msjority of tie Friendly Societies ot Great
Britaid were more or les insolvent, -iliat is in
say, they were insolvent as regards thseir con-
tingent liabilities, althossgi up) to nov tley
have been able to meet ail claims as they fail
duse. Fortunatly, these socicties anticipated
.te danger before any strain was actualy eX-

perienced, and after a careful review of theair
position the proper steps were taken to brinsg
them inta aBoivent condition.

As an illüst'ration of hsosw true this view of
the case is, we may refer to a speeci recntly
delivered by Mr. G. iI. lNsEnD. an actusary of
great experience, wla four d it ncessary to
state that the Ancient Order of Foresters, witîh
e revenue of£573,629 and expenditure of £138.-
404, and ihich put by during the tsvlve
nionths £135,224, was yet not in a satisactory
state,-in filat, that the society was isolvent.

As the Odd Fellows had already been reported
to bejn the same condition, he thought that his
hearers should not be downhearted. Re further
pointed out, that a contribution of the aggre-
gate of £2 trom each membcr would place them
in a thoroughly sound condition. Under these
circumstances, there was no great difficulty to
get aver, altbongb tey were a million sterling
on tha wrong side. Witb half a million mom-
bers the work was easy, and the average sub-
scriptions had therefore been raised with a
view to gradttally naking both ends men Th
great ditl'erence, however between the Farest-
ara, the Odd Fellows, anâ the co-operative or
assessment companies of the United States is
that the former are honestly and loyally work-
ing with th intention of doing the straight-
forward and proper thing by their members. If
tbey have bico niisled by defective information
it is an error which experience will rectify, ant
the consequences of which are now distinctly
seen, and in time to permit of their being
obviated. . This is precisely what the assess-
ment offices in the United States do not do. It
is possible that the promotion of the original
companies might have been based upon a cer-
tain amount of commercial probity; but we
have no hesitation lu stating, that for many
years past not one of these associations bas
been started with any more intelligible reason
thtan that of flling the pockets of the managers
and enjoying a briaf but merry existence.
When, with ail the experience and care taken
by the Foresters and O.Id Fellows, such mis-
takes can be made as those shown by recent
reports, it is not diificult to understand how
tis public, whos, after al, are the sufforers in the
long run, sheuldici the United States bave'
fallen easy victimos to the wiles of the managers
of these now properly-named graveyard insur-
auce companies. One thing e wish ta
emphiatically repeat, and that is, ttsat th '
assessment möÔde of tife assurance as practised
by these companies in tie States is absolu tely
tunknown in this country and that any person
claiming for bis society tiat it is based on simi-
lar, lnes ta institntions wbicb bave worked
successfully in Great Britain, is stating that
which is absolutely unirue, and which he
probably also personally knows ta be false-
London, Inssurance Review.

FIRE RECORD.

- ONTARIO.

Schomberg; July 26.-J W. lughes' store-
bouse, store, and dlwelling destroyed. The fire
spread to P. J. Keena's hotel which was wood
wvas destroyed vith stables and eshed. Total
loss $13,000. Hlusglhes was insured for $8,000,
and Keetna for $600, on stock and furniture;
none on building. Orangeville, Aug. 1-The
brick stables of the Gordon house destroyed
with contents. Loss aon contents $6,50, on
building $700 ; insurance smsall. Barrie, Aug.
7.-The building owned by E. B. Compton,
with stock partly burnt Insurance net known.
Paris, Aug. 8.-A. J. Ialter & Co., button
factory, totally destroyed mith contents. la-
sured for $8,40D in following comrsanies:
Queen, S2,400; Citizens, $2,600; Phoenix,
$1,0; Waterloo MutuaI, ,800. Total loss
$10,000. Torontlo, Aug. 8.-Two simili build-
ings on Dufferin st. destroyed. Isussred for
$300 in Scottisi Imperial. , /idland, Aui . 10.
-The new miiill, vith contents and adjouning
hoiuses, owned by'the Britishs Canadian Lamber
Comspany, totally destroyed. Total . loss,
$130,000. The total amount of insurance is

63I,000, of wiich th Commercial Union hold
330,000. Stratford, July 10.-A large tire
broke ont lere, destroying threce Iouses and a
factorv, and doing considerable damage to a
chusrchs. The-bu.ildings burned more, onc brink
and one franie ownied by Mr. Osborne, totally
destroyed, lss $j,000 ; insured for $1,200 in
Perthà ietial ; one frame dw elling owrsed by
Mr. Wond, losa $1,000 ; uninsured; the Meth6-
dist Church, damaged to the extent of $400


