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_ the beams upon the fupporters are lo clolely fitted that it may be taken for
the fame piece of wood ; the roof is very high and has a great flope; the

“thatching ingenioufly dene with the goca-nut leaf; the infide is curidﬂy
crved in variogs figures, and the gable ends have the appearance of Gen-
too temples, decorated with figures of men and women.

Every Ruflack or chief, has a {quare piece of ftone caufeway before his
houfe, and a fmall detached place, like a pigeon-houfe, where they keep.
flore of yams for prefent ufe; this little place was at firft taken for.a houle
of worfhip, but it was found they have not any notion of a Deity, though
they have many fuperftitious prejudices, '
_The party left Coroora, where they had been ona vifit in great. ftate, and.
arrived at Arrakappalang at {un fet, when the Englifh Union was hoifted
ypon a point of the land, and the foundation ftone laid of Fort Abercrombie,,
in honour of the Governor of Bombay, and by Abby Thulle’s. permiffion,
poleflion of it was taken: in the name of the Englifh.

The Ifland is about four miles in circamference, and well watecred by
fprings and rivulets; the foil rich, and fit to produce any thing by cultiva-.
tion;. it was refolved by Captain M 'Cluer to leave the Endeavour there
while he went in the Panther to Canton, in prder to {hew the natives the

" ufe-of the tools {ent them by the”Company, and to forward the culiivation
of the grounds, which had been lown with rige and garden feeds. The
Mafter of the Endeavour, who had a {hip’s company of about 5o men, was
direfted to fecure the provifions and {tores left with him. by a bamboo,
ftockade work at Fort Abercrombie, but on no account to affift the natives,
in their wars, - Co - - P

Before the Panther failed Abba Thulle went oni a fithing party, accom-
panied by Mr, White, his favourite, .who is perfeétly converlant in the lan-
guage; they returned in the evening with a good cargo, and gave two-thirds-
to tne Englith, who immediately {alted it for flore, " .

. The next morning two Chiefs, from the illand of Medez, were introduc-
ed to Captain M’Cluer, as friends to AbbaThulle; alarge looking-glafs in
the cabbin perfe&ly aftonifhed them; they did svhat monkies have been
{eén to do, put their hands to the back of the glafs and feel it. ¢ Thefe’
“ people (faid Abba Thulle) whilfk I was alone, and had not the Englifh,
 formy friends, did not affociate with, or give me the leaft afliffance i,
** my wars againfl the Pellews, but now they wifh to be -friends, and get
* what they can from me.” - ‘ o
. The Captain obferved that while the Englifh were his friends his Ma-.
jefty had no body to fear, and that even the Artingalls, his greatéfi ene-.
‘mies would.come and beg his friendfhip; this plealed him.{o much, that.
he made for anfwer that #¢ thefe iflands no longer belonged to him, bnt to
“ the Englith, and if they would affift him to conquer the Axtingalls they
¢ {hould have thofe iflands tc0.” ‘ g U

Shortly after two canoes arrived from- Artingall, onan embafly of peace;
and alliance with Abba Thulle, bringinga large bead as'a prefent of recon-.
cilation, which was but coldly received, nor were, the Ambafladors per-
mitted to approach the Englifh veflels, : ‘

Singe Captain Wilfon’s time another Malay Prow had been caft away
upon the Pellew iflands, the crew of which, {hewinga {pirit of refiftance, .
Were mof.tl).t. cut off by the natives, _qxcep}ingafew who were faved by the
people of Coroora, and by them condufted to Ab_ba Thalle, who treated

them with his accuftomed humanity. Kkz Evi-



