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Middle age, with dark complexion,
and sunbiu nt, as one -ho lad braved
tie weadther both by sea and laid.
His hair was iron grey ; his oye, darl
aid piercing, and the face bore the in-
press of a mortified life, andt1 of an
ardent and 0vor active chprity.

The traçellers rode on in silence-
passed their late, companions on foot
without any sign of recognition; and
on reaching the town, again crossed a
bridge, and entered the hostelry of the
".Golden Harp." Here the. iorchant
recived a warn welcome under tho title
of " Master 'Doui-," whon 'Mine
host supposed was come to Droghleda to
take ship for the Oriney Isles. "oI I
have hearld," added he, " that the captain
of the " Good Hope " will set sail for
those parts iii a few days from this."

" Ye have diviued aright, My fricnd,"
said Master Doglas, sniiling.

"I intend te imake another voyage wi th
mily good compalion, Captaii Murphy;
and mneanwile I will tarrv bore, an' il
pleases you."

"Itpleases me marvellously well, good
sir,'' replied the host. I I trust that
with all these voyages yor honour
is.growing rich. And thou knowest,"
continued he with a grin, ' the com-
pany- of rich merchants is always desir-
ed by us pool publicans, tbougb it mnst
be said with truth, Master Douglas,
thou art too sparing of our good cheer."

"Perhaps 1 am not s0 rich as you
deem," answered bis gust.

Na sir; it is surely nought but
somle g;r eat'gain that; can1 tempt You to
peril your life on the sto-ny seas, and
in that cockle shell of a craft of Captain
Murphy's, for those far distant islands,
-where, men tell me, folks are well nigh
savages."

The mercbant smiled.
" Truly it is the hope of great gain

that tempts me, mine host; but thon,
thon and I might differ in opinion as
to what that great gain is."

'Gold of no light weight, sir,"retorted
the publican, grinning ; i a bag of that too
heavy for my best horse to carry is the
lightest sum that would make me peril
life and limb;-but why stand I chatter-
ing here ?-sure and your bonour will
dme at once ?"

Not so," said the merchant; "I had
refreshment on the road. I will dine

and sup together, and ifypu ,will care
for our nags, my servant and I hye
business in the town.

So saying, the two sallied forth into
the narrow and ,dirty strots of
Drogodà, and, uielonin tirstops,
began to nonunt a hil w'hih led thmen
in the direction ofS. Lawrence's Gate.
Conspicuous on their left as they ap-
>roached the gate, rose ti beautiftl
ingdalene steeple of the Doininican

Priory.
The travellers bent their stops towards

the gate, beLneath which they rejoined
their former compinions, the pedhir's.
They stood for a nonent undler its shel-
ter, and those of then who had soldoin
visitei Drogheda, gazed with admiration
at the beautifnl specinen ot achitecture
which ovorshaîdowed themn. It consist-
ed of two lcfty circulai tow'ers of four
stories, between which was a retiring
wall pierced like the tow-ers Nvith loop-
holes ; on the town side Oach story w-as
divided by a platforin of tinmber ex-
tending f* om tower te tower, and onab-
ling the leopholes to be used for the de-
fonce of the city.

Irogleda had already sustained one
severc.siogo, and lad been s0 well de-
fended by Sir lInry Tichboi-ie and
Lord Moore, that Sir lhelim O'iNill
(who connanded the Ulster arny be-
fore the arrival of Owen Roc,) had been
coipelled to raise the siege. But
troublons tiies oiver net over, and the
grarrison of Drogieda wcre on the alert.

The font travellers now, formed into
ene party and proceededl alonîg a nar-
row lane. Here and there vas a mud
cabin, but soon even tlhese disappeared,
and tie party seeed te be advaneinig
towairds the open country, and to a
thick wooded part which lay on their
left. t w-as a fair scene: ther weore
coî-nfields and green ieadows, lcdges.
aid wild flowers; w-hile fiar bencath
their feet on the right lay the noble
river, the shipping, and the irregularly
grouped buildings of the town. In a
few pninutes they reached the wood,
and as they drew near, they perceived
that the trocs were not so thickly plant-
ed together as they appeared in the dis-
tance. But there were spaces of pasti,-
land between, on which a few cows were
peacefully graziag. On one sin, n-
deed, nature haU formed one of ber


