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or carelessness, thap this, on the part of those around your lord-
ship, if not on your part also? DMy lord, condemned criminals-
have not only feelings ae weil as other men, aed probably morc
acute opes too, but have also certain mghts, and privileges,
which, even in their degraded state, as human beings still breath-
jog their Creator’s air of life,they eau not be divested of, But
1 kpow full well, that your feelings as a man, apd seotiments as
a christian, noble and exemplary qualities, which po oue wilk
deany apperlain to your lordship, revolt at the idea of having
been the cause, through official inattention, (for as beforesaid,
the faults of your servants must be attributed to you,) of hav-
ing tampered, and played, with the feelings of mep in the
dreadful situation in winch these men were.

The blame of these trapsactiops the’ in the first instance per-
sonally cast from your lordship, rebounds again to you from
the reflection of your allowing such officers to be near your
person, and invested with copfidential situations ,who are igno-
rant of, or inattentive to, their duties. But, my Jord, the evil
does not rest with the temporary disrepute into which such
carelessness aiust briog the administration of your government;
it is hkewsse extended to the tangible detriment of the public.
You cught to be aware that these men can not now suffer legal-
Iy. ‘The law did oot take its course at the time specified; and
any subsequent execution would pe ap arbitrary exertiop of
power, oot justfied by the law.* Your lordship, it is undex-

man, the soldier, and the gentleman, you are neither a lawyer,
sior & stalesman ; and that you appear,en this mstance,to have
been swayed by a muliary disregard of forensie, or political
minulie, which, the' apparcntly trifing, lead to the worst con-
sequences if not strictly observed ; and o have set a‘warrant
of the anful and responsible nature of the one tn questin, npon
a par, wih a field.order, or the regulation of a marck, lo be
signed by an adjutlant-general, or an aid-de-camp, by order of
the commander i chief. L. L. M.

* Tt can not be denied that, under the circumstances both of
the former case, and of the present pne, execution would be ab-
solutely murder in the eye of the law. Itisnot the executiop-
warraot alone, that isa justificaion for the sheriff, i perform-
g his uopleasant duty, but it must be officially known to him
that the criminals were found guilty, legally sentenced to death,
and, if respited, respited by the proper autherity, and in due
foum. If all these circumstances do not concur, if the chaip i
broken in the shghtest liok, or if any informality or neglect in-
tervenes, he can not execute the supposed sentence ;{ for the law
will never consider it as a real sentence, unless accompanied by
all those essentials.) But peither the sheriff nor the  governar,
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