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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Nothing of any consequence has baen
done at Ottawa during the week., The wa-
rious Departmental reports show that the
country is in a very prospoerous condition.

The agitation for the overthrow of the
Secottish and English Established Churches
geems to bo continually gathering strength.
Mr. Miall is to bring the ma fer before
Parlisroent. These who have entered up-
-on the crusade have their work beforo them,
-though we have no doubt that evenwally
‘their object will be gained.

‘In Scotland, the people are all busy elect-
ing their School Boards, and getting their
new Education Law into full working or-
der. Iu general, matters are apparently
managed very harmoniously. In some
't;aécs we observe-the measure is denoune-
ed a8 Tnfidel in its tendencies, because it
does not make the reading of the Bible and
the teaching of tho Shorter Catechism 1n all
-cases imperative. Well meaning people
are often too ready in denouncing every
measure and every man as “infidel” when
they do not quite accord with their notions
of tue fitness of thiugs.

The Minirterial erisis m England still
continues. Mr. Disraeli has definitely de-
clared that he does not see his way to form-
ing a Ministry. TItis possible that M.,
Gladstone may bo asked to return to Ins
former position, but he can scarcely be ex-
pected to do this without reeeiving assur-
ances of more thorough allegiance on the
part of his professed followers than he has
had for some time past. In his desire to
conciliate the Roman Catholics, he has dis-
gusted many Protestants, without receiving
the -~upport he desired from the followers
of the Pope. We rather think that with all
the respect and admiration generally feit
for Mr. Gladstore's personal character and
gifts, few in Canada, at any rate, of any
shade of politics, regret his downfall.

<

The rejection of the Prombition Bill on
the ground of itsn. being in the power of
-the Local Legislature to meddle witn such
a subject, has led the Total Abstainers to
agitate the whole subject culy the more
earnestly and to carry thie question to the
proper place, viz: the Dommion Parlia-
ment. Botlrin Canada and in the States
public dpinion is becoming more alive to
the fact that something must be done tostay
the ravages of Intemperance. In the
weantime, why do Total Abstainers not
iy to make ase of the law they already
Ppossess 2 By the Dankin et a majonty
of the ratepayers cinat once vote that
-there shall be no e nses ssurd within a
municipality. If Teetotalers cannotenforce
that, how could they meunage anything
more siringent 2 The fact is, the Legisla-
turo caw only go with safety as far asitis
reached by overwhelming public opinion,
and, that public opinion is net ripe for pro-
hibition, is evident from the Dunkin Act re-
maining & mere dead letter.  We are glad
to see the causo of temperance gathering
strengil, but it must become n jreat deal
stronger than it is at present tefore it ean
stop.the manufactu.e and sale of mtoxieat-
ing liquors. When the voice of the general
public says that this must be done 1t wl}

Lo done, bub fo press it prerosturely wonld |

only be to invite defeat.  We =ay this with
tho greatest possible respect for Total Ab-
stainers, ard the most ardent adharence to
the principles of Total Abstinenve. T.egis.
1ature can do something, but the great work
is for every ons to Lecome a pe-sonal ab-.
stainet and psriade others to do the same.
When e greal. majority have taken that
step, prohibition.will be easy: without s,
we raviier fear all mere repressive legisli-
tioh wilt be vain. It is'a great-step in ad-
vande, 10 “a¥or, When tho general consei-
ney i becoming unensy over the atrocities

of the Biqnot: téafils, and in llint-very.jnter- |

dobate are hittle thought of, and whilo ¢ach
day's sitting costs the cotntry hundreds of
dollars, the time is swasted in frivolous and
offonsive personalitice. Sonte of tho se-
counts for “furnishings ‘ make tho profession
of sobriety o the part both of i past
and present ministries look very curions,
There must cither have been extensive
breakage: smony the wine glasses provided
af the public expense, or a very consider-
-nble stock must now be on hand.  Still the
manuer in which tune is wasted over what,
ut the best, are very small mattery, is very
disgracefal,  The Speaker has very little
Ufaculty for keoping order, amd some of the
anembers have not the slightest notion of
propriefy.  Snrely wo are not called uapon
to beheve that these persons are the first
gontlemen of Ontario,

YOUNG MEN'S OHRISTIAN ASSO-
CIATIONS.

Wo are always glad {o chronicle the suc-
cess of any enterprise that is calculated to
benefit the general community, and there-
foro feel pleazed to notice the pregress
made by the Christicn young men of Toron-
to in securing s commodious and elegaut
edifico in which to hold their meotings and
transact the varied business of the Associn.
tion. During the past week a very suecess-
ful bazear was held by tha ladies of this
city in the new bulding vu Queen street,
which realized about §7,000. Ina very
shor} time thero is overy appearance of the
debt being entirely swept away.

There are some other very active and
suecessiul assuciations of 2 similar deserip-
tion scattered over the country. Every
weoll-wisher of his country must desire that
the numbers of these Institutions may be
continually increased, and he can practically
show his interest in that eountry in no bet-
ter way than by extending to thoe young
men of Ins neighborhood hys cordial co-op-
eration and support in establishing such an
Association for the benefit of the neighbor-
hood.

A GRBAT ABUSE.

The friends of Denominational Colleges
have often pointed to the States as affording
the most convineing proof of the necessity
of such institutions. Thera, they have cried,
are people entrammelled by an Estabhshed
Church, and yet they seem instinetively to
betake themselves to Denominational insti-
tutions for higher education, rather than
have them the common property and uu-
der the common control of all the sections
of the State. The ery now comes from
that same country against the wretched
policy which has, in this respect, been fol-
lowed. The New York Independent, in a
recent strong and oufspoken article, says
that this undue multiplying of “colleges”
and “universities,” to the extent of, we sup-
pose, about three hundred, is exercising a'
most injurious influence. By the excessive
competition thus engendered, the standard
of culture is lowered, the churches are op-
pressed with never ending schemes for col-
lege building and endowing, while the pro-
fessors arp over-worked and under-paid,
and all isin danger of .getting into confu-
sion. The Independent erles out for a non-
denominational system. It says that sure-
Iy “Presbytorians, Baptists, Methodists, and
Episcopalians ought to be able to study
clhiemietry, geology, mathematice, langnag-
es, or history together, without wrangling
about beliefs. They can further educution
by working band in hand ; but they only
hinder it by striving tolabor apart. Cannny-
balls are much more effectivo than handfuls
of small shot.” Thisscems reazonable
enough, and yet it is excessively difficult to
get people to believe it.  The absurd multi-
plying of colleges will no doubt eventuaily
cure itself, but what an almount of suffering
and loss to the cause of Christ may be in-
curred before that takes place. The Chris-
tian people in the States are no doubt very
liberal with their money, but what ean be
done when single denominatioas have as
many aseight or ten colleges in single
States ?  Lev as in Canada take warnmng
aud guard against the same nustake, To
be sure we are not in great danger, for
wlile i general secular education is pur-
<ued ot the sume seats of learning by the
studicus youth ot the (ifferent denomina-
tions, there appears « considerable amount
i of backwardness on the part of many to pro-

vide the reguizite r.eans for giving even a
i thurough theological traiming to the future
; pastors of the churches.  When wealthy
I denominations find themsolves uablo to

equp and maintuin in reputable order and
officiency 4 simple  theolugical traiming in-
stitution, theie will not be rauch immediate
{.danger of an undue multiplication of Tenc-
radmational Colleges for wstruction in the or-
dmary secular branches of a Liberal sduca-
-tion,
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Knowledge, eveu .of -Gaspel truth, is
emptiness, unless love, practically exercised
towards God and man, accompany it.

1% is the proper office of faith to be]im:e‘{
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Professor Loone Lievi, Englend, hns pre-
pared a pamphlot soiting forils the amount
of taxation in the United Xingdom which
falls upon the “working xaen.”  Lvidently
that class haa no reason to complain in
Britain any more than in Canada, of the
pressure of tho tavation. They tax them-
selves eonwiderably, aud if  thoy pay much
into the revenue, they have themaslves to
blame. The total popnlation of Britain is
81,800,(00, Of theso 21,000,000 consti-
tude what i3 called the “working claes.”
Imperial and Jocal expenses require £00,-
000,000, Of this sum the middle and npper
classes pay £60,000,000. Thnus the 21,-
000,000 have just one-third of the whele to
mect. .Of the local taxes the working class
pays five millions out of twenty-five.
Then the greater portion of what iz paid is
from the use of luxusies they wosld be bet-
ter without. 'The working classes pay in
Britain £21,400,000 of taxes on apirits, beer
and tobacco.  Altagather it is caloulated
that they speud on these injurious articles
£382,000,000, that is one hundred and sixty
millions of dollars every year. Andyet
they talk sbout being oppressed and under-
paid though they can worse than throw
away that enormous sum anpually.  If the
working men did not drink and smoke
they would not pay the tenth of the taxes
in Britain. No more would they in Canada.
Our working men are well off in general,
hut if they gaveup spints, beerand tobacco,
and did not waste their incemes ir some-
thing worse than folly, thoy might all
provide for sickness and old age, and beas
perfectly independent as it is possible for
any class to become. 1t is about time that
well paid mechames andinbourers were told
with all-frankness and faithfulness that if
they are kept poor, itis not through the
sinsof thosoabove them, or by the eustoms of
society, but from their own wastoful ways
and their indulgence in vicious and expen-
sive habits.  If the workimng men of Canada
would forswenr the tavern and the tobacco
pipe, it is scarcely possible to think of any
class of men that mightbe more comfortable
and more independent.

Rlinisters and Churches,

Tite Rev. George Gilfillan, of Dundee, is
busy with a life of the late Dr.xWilliam
Anderson, of Glasgow. The work is ex-
pected to be ready by the end of next
month.

Deatns oF PRESBYTFRIAN MINISTERS.—
Some rather prominent Presbyterian cler-
gymen in Scotland have died lately, We
have already mentioned the removal of Dr.
Guthrie, Principal Barclay, of ‘Glasgow,
has also passed away at an advanced age;
and Dr. Simeon, of Greenock. Dr. Wil.
liam Pringle, of Achterarg]er, & most
scholarly and accomplished divine, died a
few weoks ago. He had been minister of
the same charge for the long period of firty-
four years. The Rev. Robert Gardiner, of
Wolverhampton, was recently killed by a
passing engine at the station of thet town
as he was crossing the railway line,

The annual Missionary meeting of the C
P. Chureh, Cookstown, was held on the
27th January. The Rev. G. Dumnfield,
iPastor), oocupied the chair. Addresses
Ayere delivered by the Rev. McKee and
Smith. An Indian choir added much to
the interest and pleasure of the meeting.
Ono or two picces were alse sung in the
Iundian language. The audience numbered
between threo and four hundred. The sum
of $48 was collecied during the evening for
missionary purposes. The interest evinced
by the people, as well as the financial
result of the meeting, were very gratifying
to all concerned.—Com,

On Thursday evening, the 6th mst., a
numnber of the members and adherents of
the Canadn Presbyterinn Churely, 1n the
village of Nubleton and vicinity, proceeded
to the residence of their pastor, the Rev.
James Adams. and presented him with a
purse containing $42.  An address expres.
svo of the feclings of the donors was read
by Mr. Philipe. My, Adams, though evi-
deatly taken by surprise, managed to ae-
knowledge his sense of the kind treatment
ho hind expesienced from the -congregation
smee bis sottlement in Kuing.  After the ad-
dress and presentation, tea was served up
by the ladies. in excellent style, and a very
pleasant eveninng was spent by all.  Such
espressions of kudly feehngs on the part of
the people must be encourzging to their
m'nister.—~Coyr.

To admit the 1ightconsness of man, be 1t
ever so hitle, mto tho-title deed of heaven,
is to ¢ Imit a flaw info the seaurity.

When the time shall come that your eye-
strings shall break, and your face wax pale,
your breath grow cold, and this hounse of,
clay shall totter, and yotir one foot shall be
ovor.the houndary in eternity, .t +ill be
your confort andjoy ‘that ycu. gave your

Christ. The grohtest part of the
wp:!%t)ﬁng heavén at'the next  door, and
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Sociuty was held last ovening mn tho base-
ment of Kuox Church, Thero was a large
awlicnee, demonsirating the favonrable
consileration given to tho cxoreises of the
socicty. The Rev, Dr. Topp, pastor of
Knox Churoh, oceapicd the chair, After
prayer, the proceedings commeonced with
the readingot an cosay by Mr, IL H. Me-
Phorsen, M.A., on the subject ** Dosign 1n
Nature,” wlie displayed much carcful
reading and reficotion, ae well as correct
composition. It was received with marks
of approval. This was followed by read-
mgs:—** Mark Antonys Uration,” from
Bhikespeare, by Mr. E. W. Panton, in geod
stylc, showing eareful preparation ; and the
story of *Dameon and Pything, " by Mangan,
read by Mr. H, McKay. Thoe ovent of the
evening was tho debateon the question—
“Havo modern scientific discoveries been
injurions on the whole to the cause of reli-
gion?" On the affirmative were Mesars. J.
Serimger, M.A., and A. Bell; on the nega-
tive, Messrs, D. McKeracher and J. A. Car-
michael. Tt was contended on the affirma-
tive that the whole tone and action of
scientific research were hostile to roligion ;
that the scientific formula would upset the
belief in mjracles nnd divine revelation;
and that the benefita conferred on roligion
by science are meagre compared with the
doubts engendered by the jssumptions ~f
seientific mon. It was argued on the nega-
dive that trath cannever injure truth; that
scienco gives us higher views of religious
truth ; that seience has scattered supersti-
tious errors, and has stimulated 1eligicus
zeal. The arguments on both sides were
delivered with force and earnestness. The
Chairman, in summing up, observed that
the qnestion liad forced itself on every in-
telbgent mind, and compiimented the
debaters on the skill they had displayed in
its treatment.  He 1eviewed the arguments
Lriefly and decided in favour of the nega-
tive. The meeting was then closed with
the Lenediction.

KNOX COLLEGE STUDENTS MIS-
SIONARY SOCILETY.

A meeting of this Society was leld in the
Colloge, on Wednesday evening, the12th
inst., to consider and determine the fields
to bo takenup during the sammer. Deep
interest was manifested i the matter by
all the students, and after much dehibora-
tion thofollowing fields were selected and
missionaries appointed to them: Penetan-
guishenue, &e., Mr. J. 8. Stewart ; Wye-
bridge, Mr. A. McFarlane ; Waubanushene
and Port Severn, Mx. W. Frizzell ; Tay and
Medonte, Mr. Stuart Acheson Tort Carl-
ing and Loke Roussenn, Mr. P. C. Goldie;
Parry Sound, Mr. R. P. McKsy: Hagor
man and Ryerson, Mr. J. J. Henry; Sault
Ste Marie and Bruce Mines, Mr. W. H.

Rennelson, M.A.; Silver Islet, Mr. H. H.
McPherson, M.A.; Sowmbra, Mr. P. Nicul,
North Hastings, Mr, J. A. Carmichael and
Mr. D. MeNeil.

BARRIE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SOIREE.

The fifth annual sowee of the Barrio
Presbyterian Church was held on the eve-
ning of February the 18th. The attend-
ance was very good, the weather boing fa-
vorable. The duties of the chair wero very
efficiently discharged by his Honor Judge
Gowan, an estimable and Lighly mfluentizl
member of the Xpiscopal church, Ths is
not the first occasion on wluch the Judge
has been pleased to give the like counten-
anco to this congregation. It may be sin-
ted here too—ought to be stated, perhap
that this gentleman has extended to tho
Barrie Presbyterian congregation substau-
tial proof of his good-will, and Christian
large-heartedness.  Addresses were mven
by the Revs. »” ssrs. Milner, P. M. ; Me-
Dowal, W. M. ; Crompton, P. M., an - the
Pastor, Mr. Fraser. As a whole, an ex-
ceedingly pleasant evening was passed, nd
$110 were realized as wt profit. snis
sum, at the request of the ladies, and by
the vaice of the congregniiun, was added to
the manse fuud. A mu.~ bas Just been
purehased by the congregation, in the heart
of the town, and every way suitable, at a
cost of $4,500, ifour thousand five hundred
dollars.)—Coar.

WESTON.

LECTURE ON ** HUGH MILLER,”

For a loug tune the C. P. Churceh, here,
was n 2 very lifeless condition, but now it
seems to be waking up fo its duty. Last
Inday evening, under its ausprees, a lee-
ture on “Hugh Miler™ was delivered by
AMr. W, H. Rennelson, M.A., of Knox Col-
lege, in aid of the Sunday School. The
church was crowded with an appreciative
audience. One very mnoticeable feature m
the Jecture was s bejug unhke most loe-
tures on heroes.  There are two mothods of
tieating a hero, whielr are very much in
vogue at present.  One is to st him up on
2 lofty pedestal for “young men and-mai.
dens, oldmen n ~ children” to gaze at in
admiration, and make genuflections to, The
other is to place him with his back to the
sudience, and uso him merely asa_post to
paste wise saws, and heavy moral roflee.
tious on, But last Friday ovening we ‘wero
introduced to & genuine ~ man, with w.«im
we got pretty thoroughly acquainted before
ll}:h g\vmexgpg‘wag over. The Very meeting
Withsuch & man: wae ennchbling, ‘and My.
“whols community for the v ;
intorviéw ks gavo:us with Hugh Miller,
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This Preshytery met nt Prines Albey o.
4th March, and although the stato of ¢ .
roads provented several mombora o,
prosent, there was a pretty fair ml-oting,j
and a Jargo amonnt of business was tran.
gncted, The most im{)ortani mattery oaly
will be of gencral interzst. A lotter g
read from Rev. My, Fraser, clork of Mani..
tobn Prasbytery, addressed to Dy, Thom.
son, and  desring to know the groungs of
the Ontario Presbytery’s “'non-concurrgppy
in their applieation to tho Goneral Asse,
bly in regard to the reception of the Rey,
Noil MceDougal. Dr. Thornton informed
the court that as a limited thne was al.
lowed to answer said letter in order that-
the reply might bo in time for a Tmesting
of the Prebytery of Manitoba, ho had ye,
plied in genera! terms, and on his own jy.

Gid not consider it was lus provines as .
clork to - answer porsonally. Tho Prechy.
tery considered that neither in theip cc;l.
lectivo capacity ave they called on to s, °
the grounds of *non-concurrence” at pre.
sent, but will be ready to do 80 if requireq
before the Gencral Assembly. Mr, B
mondson reported on behalf of a connmittes
appointed to draft an overture to the Synod.
of Toronte, anent tho subject of total absti. -
nenee, at_onee in regard to chureh mem.
bers, and the youth in Sabbath Schiools,
The report was reeeived, and after confer.
ence_thercon, Dr. Thornton, seconded b
Mr. Edmondson, maved, that the Presby-
tery adopt the overture inro far as it ap.
plies fo the introduction of the total abs.
nence princi-le into  Sabbath Schools, but-

Assembly, ﬂsmying that Dody to give a
strong and decided recommendation of the

the part of chureh members “and congre.
gations. Tho metion passed unanimonsly,

dividual responsibility, stating alco that he |

that the Presbytery further resclve fo°
prepare anothe. overture to the ,General -

adoption of total abstinence principles on,

and a commitiee was appointed to prepare
the overtur:s and report at a futuve sede.
runt. Mr, Seotl reported having moders.
ted on a call in Peel st. churel, Lindsay,
The call has Dbeen unanimous in favor of
Rev. Geo. Burnfield, of the Presbytery of
Simcoe.  Messrs, Scott and Ray, commis-
sioners from the congregation, intimated
the remarkable ardor and unanimity of the
congregatiot in the movement, indicated
also by the liberality and promptitudo with
which, in th- limited timo afforded, they
had subseribed for the support-of a minister,
Tho eall was sustained and ordered to be
transmitted without delay t6 Mr. Burn.
field. The reasons of translation also to be
Jforwarded to the congregation of Cookstown
as speedily as possible. The Rcv. Jobn
Smith, Bowmauville, was appointed the
representative of the Presbytery, and also
of the congregation of Lindsay, to prose-
cate the eall beforo the Simicoa presbytery.
A telegram was forwarded by the clerk to
La rie, whie the Simeoe presbytery were
understood to be sitting, “intimating the
fact of said call being sustained; andan
answer thereto ere long conveyed the intel-
ligence that the call could be taken up on
the 18th along with cne to Mr. Burnfield
from Searboro. An application was re-
ceived from Sunderland and Vroomanton,
for sup{)ly of preaching. The positicn of
the appliconts was oxplained by Mr. Daw-
sen.  Messrs, Hutkins, from Sunderland,
and Mr. Glendinning, from Vroomanton,
commissioners, were fully heard. They
explained the prospects in regard to o fur-
ture should supply be obtained, and assured
the Presbytery that the subseription now
presented could be depended on.  They de-
sired to have a student located there in the
summer months. ‘The application was
granted, and Mr. Scott was directed o se-
cure s student for this field of iabor. A
the meeting of the Home Mission commit-
tee, Rev, J. L. Murray was appointed at a
couvenient season to visit these places and
make further enquiries, and give all need-
ful encouragement to the people. Reports
were then given by the severat members
whe had been engaged in Lolding mission-
ary meetings. The meetings in most in-
stances had been good, and the spirit of
Liberahty was manifestly upou the inerease.
AIr. Scolt reported that these appointed to
visit the i i sations and nold  meet-
Ingsial fulfilled their appointments with
great faithfulness and with encouraging re-
suits, The Piesbytery next taok up the re-
mits from the General Assembly, and first,
that in reference fo the appeintment of a
mnssion  seerefary. The appointment of
one to this offico was regardod as impera-
tively required now, from the cirenmstan-
ces of the church. The regulations pro-
posed in regard to the dutins of the office
were approved with some slight amend-
ments.  The remit in referencs to the sia-
tus of retired ministers was also considered,
ermore properly the 8rd clause in ono of
the articles on this point; and it was, on
Taotion, agreed, “that caid-clanso bo adopt-
ed asit pow stands.” In regard to the
speaification of the duties of the mission
secretary above veferred to, the Presbytery
rerommend that the 2nd should reed thus,
¥iz., *That under the direction of the Home
and  Boreign French Evangclization and
Ranknkee Aission Committees, he shall
have the gencral oversight of tho mission
operations of the Church.® And the fol-
lowing words wero in like mnanner recom-
mended {o be added to the Brd—'annd me-
°r, ez-ofiicio, of all the other mission coni:
Iiittees of the church.” That the last

claiso of the Sth—instead of i support of
iil.xg Homo and Forcign Missions"—read,
Yin support -of ‘the tissions -aud other
schemes of the church.” 6. Insert after
be words, “pages-of the Reeord"—“Bni-
TI9R AMERICAN 'PRESBYTERUN mngl other-
¥ise." Tlio.Presbytory then procoedéd.to
heartho trials fgnoxgiiution, agsignod t0-
t- Cockhuirn, nnder eall 46 Uxbridge and

Mr. C, xﬁor&ng}y‘nd » lec-
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