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GENERAL PRESBYTERIAN
OOUNOIL.

WrpNgesuay, July 4th.
RIn oontinuation of the proceedings of
the Counoil given Innt woek, under tho pro-
gidency of Dr. Goold, Ediuburgh, the next
paper was read by
r. Staart Robingon, Lionisvills, on the
# Churchlinesa of Calvinism.” Remarking
on the distinotive thoological opinfons of
Zwingle, Liunthor, and Qalvin, ho showed
that Oslvin sdvapced on Lnther and Zwin-
gle just as the Inter astronomionl theories
advanced on those of Ptolemy and Ooper.
nious. Tho carlior fathers made {L  ocen.
tro of thelr theological systema the Son of
God, but Oalvin showed the whole pystem
moved round another force, *'the efernal
urpose of God.” What was the whole

ill therefore but a pnblioation of jomrnals
of eternity, just as they wonld publish the
journals of this Council when they got
through ? This docirine of the deoyoer of
God, about which so muoh was said, was
not s dootrine apart in itsclf, bat was rather
the standpoint from which they looked at
all truths God had ever revealed. It was
by interproeting the Bible in that way that
they could hope to undorstand it. The
peculinrily of the Calvinistiy theory on
whioh the Church rested was that it no*
only set forih the plan of redemption, but
the organisation of acociety. The mission
of Meseinh, when Ho came fo exeoute fhe
sovenants of cternity, was not simply that
of n tenching prophot or an atoning priest.
He was to be ruling king as well.  (Ap.
plauge)) Honco the visible Church was

med when the first sinner was saved, and

ould bo completed swhen the last sinner
dhrought to Ohrist. It was rometimes
sAld ** Oh why don't you proach the Gospel
and leave Churelusm alone 2"’  But what
if Churcliism were n part of the Gospel?
In prenching the Gospel he mnst make &
pinner feel that ho was born into the
family of God, and to tho soolety of the
people of God. (Applause.) It was be-
oause & mutilated Gospel was preached
that they had so much Low Charchism in
theso days. On thiy fooling they could
have s clear and healthy and consistent in.
{erpretation of Boripture, and they should
find that according to this theory the teach.
ing of Scripture conceruing the fupotions
of the Ohureh visible wus all made plain
in tho way he went back from
the commencoment of the OChurch to
Abraham, for he professed to be a higher
Churohman than many of his Episcopal
friends—(laughter)—that talked about the
Chureh organised by the Apostles. He
said the Aposiles never organised a Church
at all. They found it organised already.
(Applause.) They were just an exiraordin.
ary convention, with power to remodel the
Chureh of one nation into a church for all
nations. (Applause.) Then he found one
form of government running through the
whole Bible. Moses, for instance, did not
go on “*his own hook” to Pharaok. (Qreat
laughter,) Ho went.to bis Presbytery and
satieficd them that e was traly ecalied of
God, Didn’t they remember that Elijak
wag holding presbytery when the messen.
gors of Benhadad cameto bim? and was not
Erekiel sitting in presbytery also when the
spirit eame upon him, for ke gaid “I was
sitting in my house with the eldera?” It
was the general assembly of an apostato
Ohurch that condemned tho Son of God to
death; and, when the new Charch opensd,
they had the presbylery agaiv, and he
might remark in regard to all thal had
been paid about * Presbytoros ” and “*Epis-
oopos ? that, while the former word was
frequently used in the New Testament, the
Iatter wasonly employed four iimes, and
then it was only when the Apostles were
speaking to the Greek Gentiles, who did
not know the mesning of * Presbyteros.”
(Great laughter.) ¢ Episcopos” was used
st a sort of explanation, just a8 it would be
explained fo & stranger that a Scoloh pro-
vost was the same a8 a chief magistrate or
mayor. And the Church in heaven was
not & mob, it was still under government,
for Jobu in his gublime vision, when he
saw the door of heaven opened and the
Tamb seated in the midst of the throne,
saw also the same Presbytery, for there
was the Ohurch and the lour and iwenty
olders~—(laughter)—casting their crowns at
big feet, They would see then that thers
was reason for the apirit whioh animated
the old Covenantors, on whom so much
ridienle had been cast, when they declaved
for ‘¢ Christ’s Orown aud Covenant.” They
might search through the Word of God but
they should not find & single place where
apy man who was not inspired ever exer-
oised by himself ecclesiastioal authority.
That was always exercised by tribunals,
and that was the essence of Presbytery.

Dr. Inglis, California, next sddressed
the Council. He showed that Presbgter-
isn standards and polity wore alone fitted
to ocountoract and overcome the most
marked tendencies of our {ime. To all
the false tendencies of modern philosophy
and scienoce, the Presbytorian standards and
doetrine, a3 the interpreter of the Bible,
were opposed,and they declared thas philos-
opby andscience werealike out atseawithno

art, no compass, no definite voysge, no

itive destination until they accepted the

oa of God as supreme, whioh makes Him

the Creator and Ruler and supervising God.

Presbyterianism had always held, sud never

more frmly than now, to the divine anthor-

ity of Boriplura, and here also it met a
direot tendenoy of the time.

Dr, Fabri, Elberfield, who spoke in Ger.
man, whioh was interpreled by Professor
Cairng, 2aid that last summer when Dr.
Blafkis vieitod him at Elberfield theguestion
arose ‘“What do you mean by the Reformed
Ohuroh; is it the Calvinistic or the Ohuroh
of the Reformation #” to which Dr. Blaikie
aid he was quite willing fo underatand it
a8 the Churoh of the Refcrmation in the
widest sense, They wonld ask, perhaps,
why any importance ehould be attached to
this interpratation moro than another, bat

g e e

t
it rocmed to him of vital importansa that | was alto one of its revommoudations. If  biefore the Liord and their brothren to think
their gpirhaal Ifo Jangnlshed in heart or | the Jurgest thoughts, and fool the wilest

thoy shonid detormine whether tho term
» Preshyterian " In this programme applied
to tho Chnrch of the Reformation or the
mere form of Chureh Govornmont for them
on the Qontinent ospecially. Tho answor
to this preliminary quostion wad of groat im-
portance. Thoy had sxamples in the Qhinroh
of Tingland of Churchos that held the doo-
frino of the Reformation without being Pres-
byterian, without belouging §p the Reformed
Chnroh in the siriot sense, On tho contravy,
they hind examples to the opposite on the
Ruine. Tho Fresbytory systora on th3
Qontinent, withont porhaps knowing it e~
aotly, was colobrating great telumph..
They saw how in tho Churoch in Germany,
evoryono wes now inolined tu como over to
tho Prosbyterian system, Althoagh tkere
was atill not a little that was obsoure and
dark, eapocially 10 two parts of Pruesia, in
the accoptauce of this prinoi}i:lo thoy still
saw that thore was an admission of the
principle and the froedom of the Clhristian
Ohureh, and in whai ho might call in &
certnin sonso the vountary principle. He
believed thss in many parta of Germany o
traneition of this kind weuld fcrm & Lappy
ohange. (Applanse.)

Dr. Biuikie, at tnis stage, said he hald
boen asked by the Lusiness Committoo to
take the opportunity of laying upon the table
the paper on the Presbyterian Churches
thronchont the world—a sketoh of their his-
tory, statintics, and work, compiled by de-
sive, to the General Prosbytorian Council,
snd snboottted to this weeting in Edin-
burgh, 3cd Jaly, 1877,

Tho Counell now adjourned.

EVENING SEDERUNT.

Bueiness was resumed at half-past seven
in the Aseombly Hali, whick wae ngain
orowded, The obair was oconpied by tho
Righit Hon. Lioxd Moncrieff, Lord-President
of the second division of the Court of Ses-
sion, Edinburgh, who delivered an address
on Prozbyterianism from a layman’s point
of view, Ho upheld the coamopolitan char-
acter of the Presbyterian Church, and ex-
Libited by Lappy illustrations its complete
and symmetrical nature, touching delicately
but sharply on the question of its
distinotion from and advantages over other
ecolesinstical systems.

Tho subjeot for consiloration this even-
ing was *The simpliolty and Soriptural
oharacter of Presbyterianism : its expan-
siveness and adaplation, and its friendly as.
poot to other Evangelical Ohurohes.”

Dr. Hoge, Richmond, addressed the
Oouncil, He said theirs was a Church
which was stable in oharacter, bat flexible in
administration ; conservative in priuociple,
aggregsive in work, and furnished with
overy insfrumentality for promoting the
extension of the i$ruth in the home and
in foreign felde. In coriain quarters there
was a certain distrust of the preaching of
what wore sometimes called the unpreach-
ablo docirines of the Bible. Thore were
men who hesitated to use even the phrase-
ology in wbich Paul gave exproesion fo
some of the grandest truths in his eplelles
—(applanse)—{rutts in whioch he gloried,
truths before which thege oraven-hearted
tomporisers quailed. Thoy said, even if
those dootrines were in the Bible, it was
not politio to preach them ; thoy exoite pre-
judice, are powerless for gnod, potent only
for evilk Wag not that taking a strange
Iiberty with the Divine Word ? to bring it
to the test of human views of expsdiency.
Was it nol very arrogant to take ceriain
fruths, botile them up, and label them
¢ Poison”—truths which God intended to be
ooxdials to the hearts of His ohildren ?
(Applauee.) Bide by side by its doctrinal
truth their Ohurch was distinguished equally
for the eatholicity of its spirit. It was not
a Broad Churoh in the sense of embracing
in ity arms the Calvinistic creed and the
Arminian olergy; it was not a Broad
Churoh in the sense that it believed in the
Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
and then denied the divinity of Jesus
Christ ; but it was & Broad Church in the
sonse of believing that, notwithstanding the
diversitios expressed between Christian de-
nominations a8 to organizations and forms
of worship, there was, and there must be &
real unity, in spite of all want of uniform-
ity, among ail whose lives are hid with
Christ in God. (Applause.)

The Rov. Mr. Hendoerron, Ballarat, Aus-
{ralia, spoke of the rapid growth of the
Prosbytexian Church in Australia, and the
union that bad boon consummated amongst
them. They fook ministers from all
branokes of Presbyterianiam, and they had
one minister to every 1000 of the popula-
tion, and ho oalled upon all Presbyterians,
ospeoially in Sootland, to follow the ex.
ample thoy had set, and anite in ono grand
Church,

Dr. Ormiston, Brooklyn, proceeded to
speak of and illustrate theexpansiveness and
adaptation of Presbyterianism in different
lands. Noting, in passing, tha} he had
heaxd with pam eome people sven in Scot.
l1and deolaro th-$ the Shorter Oatechism,
which was oxpressly prepared for thoso of
weaker understanding, was not fitted for
ohildren, he aseured them it was, because
he had ¢ried it. (Laughter,} It might be
that tho form of some of the words was like
& pease-bannock that heremembered in his
early days—he found it hardto get his teeth
through—but lot them orumble at it and
round it; let thom begin &% the middle and
go to the end, and then get throughit, and,
having snoceeded, they would find that the
teaching of the Cathecism was sirength te
the hear}, avd, if they went fo the pulpit,

and matter for preaching. (Lsughter.)
go next considered Presbyterianism in re.
epeot to its simplicity inits modes of wor.
ship. Got two good Presbylerians together,
down they kueel, and if they uttered the
Lord's Prayer and a paslm, that was wor.
ship in itsell complets ; and if the one man
go$ up and exhorted the other, and the other
returned the compliment, that was good in«
struction. (Applanse) The simplicity of
Presbytorianista in respeet of disolpline

homo, if olosots wero unvisited or family
altara woro grown cold, if Christian lite

was nof nurturcd with the fineat of thn i

wheat, they must not lay the blame of
failure on the aystem they profesessd, but

sympathies, and to do tho noblost deeds.
tLoud applause.)

kev. Dr. Maogregor, Edinbargh, said
that it was quite posgible that they oonid
make a groat deal too muoh of their Pros-

vather attribnto it to tho feokioss, holplass, | byterian prinotples, e hoid by them as
nseloss way they usetherr weapons, They | founded tirinly on Seriptace, but he did not

hed heard.to-day that Prosbytorianism wae

| think our Lord or His apustles laid dewn

of Divine aathority, and sertanly its snn- | any luvlastio, rigid priuesplos within whioh
plicity seemod to spoak to ifs origin, all | alf Cuurohes must bo coufined. 1t was a
the Divine laws beiug sitnple. (Applause.) | great pity, be thought, that the landed

Dr. Orpiiston conclided by adverting te

| gontry and the ar.stooracy of Sootland had

the great progress which I'res yterianista | lott the Prosbyterinn Ghiureh of the Scottish
had made over the world, and by urging {soil. It wasa piy for their own order,

continned and stronger offorts in the {uture.
{Applanse.

and & pity for the stasility of these institu-
tiona o olosely hung together, that so many

rofoseor Braommolkamp, of the Re- { of the great landowners had bocome aljsus

formed iFrest Ohureh of the Nothor-
Innde, who addrossed the meeting in his
cwn Jangunge, eaid that from the first mo-
ment he loarned that there was to bo a
Pan Presbytorian Counoil bis hoeart leapt
for joy. They could become one, becauso
they wors ono, having one feith, one hope,
one trust in tha Lord Jesus Carist, Evory.
thing was united to bring them togother ;
thero was ouly onae voico againstit, and
that was the voico of Satan, who was al-
ways pushing forward everywhere little dif-
ferences, and fixing their eyes on tham as 11
they bLad netling lo do but make them
as Jarge as poesible, whilo the great thing
was to noknowledge and follow tho Lord
Josus as the orownoed Head of ali. After
reforring to the synoed of Doxt, ho said
theso good men did nof seo the tire they
wichiod for, but those niw assembled were
happior than they. What they wished
they now saw ronlized almost at this mo-
mont, and ho prayed that they mught bo
ono in love,

Rov. Dr. D. Frasoer, London, said he
bad boon seked to say & fow words upon
tho relations which their Church onghtto
mawmtain  towards other Caurches or
branchoes of the Chureh of Gud.  Touch-
ing upon the phrage in the creed, *We be-
f1eve 12 the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholio
Churoh, the communion of saints,” he re-
marked that they did not beliove—at least
he did not—in the comwmnuion of Presby-
terianism, He Joved it, but only s a
part of the great commaunion of saints- It
had never¢come into their thoughts to ay-
rogate to themaelves a position of exclus-
ive dignity and favour, and to dispavago
their fellow-Christians who are under ad-
ministrations different from theivs, and
who do not assent to all the points in the
Presbytorian confessions and oreeds, All
their sister Coaurches might be all the
more assured of their respect and regard
whon they smid they wera notat all becoming
unsottled in thoir attachment either to
their theology or to their polity, but they
learned to look, as they bslieved, quite bo
yond thoso considerations that affect therwr
particular branch of the one Church of
God to those larger considerations which
affect the whole ot the Churels everywhore.
They were slow to unchurch others, and
wero not anxious to raise invidious ques-
tions as to the validity of other forms of
Churoh government, They were not in-
different to matiers of Ohuroh pohty, but,
at the samo time, they did not lay down
that a mere question of external polity
could of itsolf determine the right of any
Ohristian community to be allowed a place
a9 an integral part of the redeemed Church
of God. They would be very sorry to think
that none were true Churches of Christ ex.
cept those that were in perfeot dootrinal
harmony with $hem. Yet they did not
countenanoce the shallow and, in some re-
speots, misohievous opinion that wasabroad
that it was of little consequencs to which
Churoh a man belonged, 80 long as he him.
self was a genuine Christian, While they
admitted that the Divine Spirit oarried on
diversity of operations, under diversily of
ministration, he did not entertain the ohi.
merical notion that they might force or
fuse all religious bodies into one. They
should be carefnl, he humbly thonght, of
using such langnage as would seem to
justify or merely indioats that they were
contented with the present ill-arranged and
ill.compaoted condition of evangelical Pro-
testantism. (Applause.) As stadents of
theiwr Bibles, and as lovera of order, logio,
and simplicity, thoy ought to sce whether
they could do anytling on their part to
lessen existing difliculties, and where those
diffionlties could not be removed, to estab-
lish what they called & modus probend:,
bettor relation of interconrse betwoen
Churches. Thoy should now proceed to
efface from the minds of English peoplo the
notion that Presbylerians were & fractions
sob of people. They were just in the vosi-
tion that if they had enly discretion enough
and sweetness enongh for the task, they
ought £ exercise & most poweriul healing,
calming and balancing intlnence upen the
Ohristian Churches of the world. (Ap-
plause,)  They had_more episcopacy
than any Oburch. Epiecopaoy way s
groat principlo with them. Congregation-
alism was & groat principle with them, de-
volopment of ocongregational life and
aotivily was one of their great prinsiples,
and he hoped was woll practised amongst
thom. Methodism was & great principle
with them, methodical combination aud
aotivity was the prinoiple of Protestantism.
Thore was n truth in every one of these
things, It was not by denying or decrying
them, but by recognizing and conciliating
them that tho highest condition of the
Churoh of God as a visible lustitution ought
to exist. Thoy would coms to some grand
praotioal eonclusions if only they could oul-
tivate love to God aud man with their fel.
low-Ohriatians about them; and to rejoice
in one aunother's welfare, and scorn the
fosling of rejoicing over oue anothsr’s dis-
saters, If thors was & Churoh among them
that had better principles or constitution,
let it show it by its frmits, (Applause.)
Surely those men that had tho wiseat pians,
the highest priviloges, tho grandest me-
mories, and the brightest hopes wore bound

to tie refigion of the Soeottish soil, aud Lad
ihus vetranged themsolves so much from
tiso pocplo in what linked man to man in
meeting and wershipping together in the
samo ohurch. iApplauso,s This was
among the thiugs whioh had led to the as-
goriton that tue uobility of Sootland had to
8 very considerable extont ceaged to bothe
Soeotush nobility. Applanse.)

Mr, J. P. M Clure, Bollast, moved a vote
of thanks to Loxd Monereiff for prosiding
;n:\i tm? oac:nséon. Whlmh h:wimg boon ackuow-
cdged, tho Counoil was olosed with
by Dr. Knox, BDelfaet, th prayer

THUREDAY,

Tne Goneral Presbyteriasn Council ro-
ctuaed at haif-past ten o'olock—Dr. Phin,
Edisburgh, Moderator. Protersor Qaldor-
woogl, Edmourgh, vend the voport of tho
Bueiarss Cmmitico, whioh stated with
reference to the motion wade at yestorday's
toroncen sederuat by Mr. A, Taylor Innos
anont confcsaons, that, if competsnt undexr
the consutution of the Coanoil, the mover
bad submitted & short prenmble, whioh ho
desiced inserted, to the effect * that the
Couneil, recognizing the umty of faith in
the consonsus ot the Reformed Confessions,
appoint u commiites,” and 50 on ; and the
comumittoo recomwmond that this be agreed
to by the Council. With regard to the dis-
oueslon on tho privciples of Presbyterianism
1 tho afternoon sitting, while the papers
submutted might be regarded as setting
forth subsiantinlly what those principles
wero, tho commitiee recommended that
uo formal motion need be passed by the
Council. The suggested preamble of Mr.
Taylor Innos led to some discussion, Dr,
Bogg at once demurring to scceptance of
an aiteration which Le had heard read only
onoce, without time to oonsider it, and warn.
ing the meoting {hat if they wished the
Counail to have a long-continued eoxistencs
they would avoid specifio definitions as far
ag possible, Dr, T. Smith took a similar
view. Alter romarks from Dr. Goold, Dr.
Plumer, and one or two others it was agreed
to leave out tho preambls and the report
otherwise was approved. One or two for-
mal intimations wero mado, including one
by Dz. Binikie that Dr, Duff, who was un-
able to be presont, had issaed an address
(a8 a volnme gob up in boards) titled
‘s Missions the ohief end of the Christian
Churoh,” as his contribution to the proceed.
ings of the Couneil, and copies of which
would be presented to memboars.

Dr. Howard Crosby, New York, read the
first paper on * Proaching, and the training
of the Prescher.” The aim of the Charch, he
said, ia to bring soulsto Ohrist—the pasior's
work is the confirmation of the discipleship.
His aim is not to oivilize man, but to per.
feot him in God’s truth; to build him up
in godliness, or God-likeness. He shonld
never let his hearers loge sight of the truths
of Divine revelation. A philosophioal
soheme, the result of his own speoulation,
isnot the Word of God. If he seek to
amuse or delight his audience with elaborate
rhetoris he has abandoned his holy work.
Whatever will turn his hearers’ attention
from the Word of Godis falee preaching,
however favorably it may be received Ly
the community or applauded in tfie news-
papers. Hg must not meel atheists, soep-
fics, and scientists on their own ground and
becutue o cosmical Humboldt while the
Book of God is neglected. A man who
knowa Lis Bible well is fit for any opponent.
Ho should not preach too much for men's
intollects, The Bible is God's attack on
the Lieart, and preachers lose all their ad-
vautago when $hey prefor men's attack on
tho intellect. Egotism and parade of learn-
ing chould bo avoided by preachers. He
protested against any mingling of amnse
ment ot laughler with proaching. The
ccoontricities of the pulpit, as those buffoon-
ories wore emphatically oalled, wore all new
wounds inflicted on the Lord in the house
of His friends. It was a low siate of the
pulpit when men went, not for edifieation,
but for titilation. Hoe also protested against
mechanioal preaching, as if the preacher
were & man working a$ & orapk or pump,
a hireling rather than s shepherd. As to
its manner, proaching shonuld be honest,
solomu, natural, sitple, clear, fresh, and
earnest. It should not be above the peoplo
or bolow the people, but to the people.
Proachers should ba trained more in exo-
getics thau in systematic thoology. The
groat defect of theologioal seminarios is that
thoy do not teach thoBible, but teach about
the Bible. A mimster thounld go forth
oharged like an eleotrio battery with the
Word of God, and should have his heart
consearated for the work.

Dr. Oohen Stuari, Amsterdsm, read a
paper contsining suggestions eoncorning
pulpit eloquence with regard fo the ohar-
aoter of Prosbyterian Ohurohes. Ho said
that the prominenca given to thissubjeot in
the Qounvil's procsedings was as il ought
to be, The Churohes of the Rafermation
stand decidedly on the basis of the Word.
The more consistently the prineiple of Re-
formation hag developed itself, the more
ovidently this sido of Christian life apposrs,
The Luthe.an and Episcopal Chuavches
having rot gone so far in rejecting Roman-
1gm, aro more or loss saoramental still.
The Presbyterian Churches, more consistent

and radioal, with its dutnosratle orpanizas
tion, Calvanistio Croed, and Paxitan apirit,
fornuny the extrae loft of s otestantism,
18 mort essentially by its nature and tond-
enciea the Ohuroh of the Word, consaquont-
Iy, of Gospel preasling and pnlpit 2loquence.

Nowlioro in {lie Cliristian Church does pul-
pit vluquesie tnko wiol n promivent place
83 1 & Procbyterian congregation. No
aliar here, but the palpit with its open
Bitle; no hitar:y, 1aerely snvo tho preach-
ing of tho Gospsl.  Preashioy with naiatho
waia part of relizivas sorviee A ght we
spy, too mnoh to ? and the wreat wenng of
edifioaticu.  Tako 1t away, and t ua noth-
ing 18 Joft.  The mere important tha placs
preachiug acouplon i the Christis i, ¢+ - ~iale
Jy o tho Prosbytorinn Choreh, 1 ¢ higher
out responeibility fordoing . 4.1 Bathie
toponnbility felt and elogiewte will nog
tail, Tt is & gift of the Holy Nyirit. Though
1t ehould be oultivate 1 by eluds, s indood
nothiog else but * wuth pro leirged with
oarnestuess and love.”" If tho Spirit's fire
be kindled in the hieurd the t.n.ue will be
tonched by the bLuruing altar conl. (Ape
plause.)

Rev. Dr. Dykes, London, suid Le was not
sntiefied that the priptt waslaein 7 its pawer.
His obsorvation and experience 'od liim to
au opposite conclusu, 1T+ be'isved that
m ail Protostant countries dis pulpit was
as slroug now as at any pericd iv the his.
tory of the Churoli. Thepulpit had & greater
diffienity to contend with than {ormerly in
the wider culture and tho extrimely varied
intellcotual aotivity of tha pooplo; and ows
iog to tho inciwsivenesa and freshnors with
whioh ourreut topies were trented in the
publio proes, after the manner in which sub-
jeots wore handled in tho proes, tize pulplt
mode of treatwent was tame and common-
placo. The first suggestion whiont must
ocour to overy one was that 1t behoved
them to porfeot, if thay oonld, thotr wnstru-
menta and apparstus of theologionl and
practieal traming of preachers, Ha was far
from thnking that the Churoh had adapted
therr yenunarios of training to tho ohanged
ciroumstances and enlarged requirements
of the modern time as she ongut to have
done. The Churoh of Rome required from
the ordary cuzates no power of speaking
feom the pulpit; but the Churol of Rome
had shown hor wisdom in this as in other
matters by always picking out and speciaily
training men distinguished for oratorioal
power, and by bringing her edueationsal ap-
paratus to bear upon them go as to developa
and use fneir powers to the utmost. He
thought that when they fonnd amongst
them men of eminent pulpit ability it was
hardly right to condemn them to perform
the whole of the duties of tho Christian
ministry,so that they never conid be trained
to tho highest pulpit power of which they
waore capable, and they never got the beat
work ontt of thom.  (Applause.) Thero was
anothor matter st whioh they might look,
and that was whether it was possible to
carry the divition of labor in the work of
the minigtry auy farther than they had
dono, He confessedthat the events of God's
providence within thelast fow yeurs seemed
to him to have been pointing in a direotion
in whioh the Ohareh must take conselous
ard deliberate steps before long, His ven-
orable colleague in the Conneil who read the
firat paper had very properly distingnished
betwoon what was usually ealled the paséor-
al and the missionary work, Now, it seemed
to him that subdivision of work lying aloa
the line of that divislon had beon fore g
upon them by circumstances. Till withi &
recent Hime both tho work of preaching tne
Grospel for the conversion of sinners, and for
the ediffeation of saints, fell to be performed
by the same men. But now they all knew
that while there wasnot less missionary
work done by ministers, a great deal mora
of it was doue by those who wero not min-
isters ; and so far from viewing that with
joslonsy, he thought it beeame ministers to
hail it with devout thankfulness, (Applause.)
Heo thought go, because it was absolutely
impossible for thoge who wore tied to a par-
tioular congregation, and bonud to give
their mainstrength tothe edification of their
own poople, to give suflicient attention to
missionary work , and the important ques-
tion here was what methods oould be
brought to bear for the Chureh organizing
and direoting to propor vesulis the vol intary
and at presont unauthorized and nuothoial
labors in missionary preaching of the mew-
bers of the Church, (Applsuse) There
wero throe factors whickh mainly, by their
proper harmony and combination, detor.
mined perfect preaching. Thnese were—
firat, a duo relation to Holy Seripture as the
sourco and form of trath, aud the constant
powor of the life of the Church ; second, &
proper relation to the Church's own life and
fath ; snd third, & proper relation to the
man himeolf—to his humanity and idioayn-
erasy; and it vgas inthe due apportionment
of these threo®cloments that the perfoot
proachor must be sought. Reforring epe-
owmlly to tho first of tuese, lie eaid thoy had
alwaysin the Prosbyterian Churoh attached
umportance to this, that preaching should
ve denved from Seripture, baced upon that,
sud informed by it; bat it appeared to him
that the {rue relation of the preacher ¢, the
Seripture was that it was not 80 muoh in
tho use of Bible phrases that they shounld
seok tho relation to Seripture as in the
preacher himeelf, and in his ntterances he-
ing saturated with the essential thonghts of
the Seripture, and his maintaining & Bibli-
osl tone of seniiment and feeling in the
exproseion of those thoughts. They mnust
not merely take care in their expositions of
Soripture never to make & foxt prove what
never meant, but moat preachers wore now
required tafeel that what ought to be aimed
at more than this was to mako the organio
upity and distinguishing development of
veligion intelligible to their paople-—~so to
preach that their paople wonld nndersiand
that the Bible was not a mers magazins of
texta by whioh dootrines were to be proved,
but would be trained tu understand tue pro-
cise value in its own place in the historieal
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