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BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

Thoso facts are mentioned to show the necessity of
rotraining, if ono may 8o use the term ; and sucl. work
lics moro 1n the hands of the publishors and booksel-
lors than with binder.

It has boen said over and over again that a properly
bound book should open easily and remain open at
any page. Now, if a book is printed on vory heavy
or stout paper to make it appear bulky, as is
sometimes done for want of matter, is it possiblo for
the binder to make such a buok open casily and re-
main so without putting ench leaf on a guard, and

I machine forbookbinders, of whichgreat thingsare pre-
dicted. Although bookbiudingisa tradein which hand
labour must always be lar%ely employed, the adop-
tion of machinery is fast nltering the corplexion of
tho ' wsiness, and has promoted the growth of vast
bookbinding factories conducted on.a scale which &
generation ago would have been thought impossible.
—London Bookseller.
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BookrseLLING IN Russia,—The exporience of a
; Russian buokseller has just come to light, who

thus making it o guard-book !  Bouks printed three |, was for some time systematically persccuted and
hundred yenrs agu had good paper; their bindings , outraged by the Government officials, and finally
are in many instances in fair preservativn, and in all | rubbed of three-fourths of his property for no other
cages these bouks were bound with tight backs, a, reason than that he fostered the study of litera-
thing perfectly impussible to dv with the present class | ture in the district in which he kept his shop. He
of paper. The very fact of themn having tight backs | thereby offended the Government accustomed to
tended to their guod cundition ; t ¢ paper allowed of * treat hiterature and science as enemies, and to punish
such treatmont—it was good, thin, and pliable.  As, with the utmost severity those who became conspicu-
the paper altered in the manufacture and became | ous as students of either. The unfortunate man who
adulterated, so the binder had to meet the require- just nuw is described as an instance of the Russian
ments such paper demauded, and the hullow back was | Govermuent’s brutality is one named Kervelli, a
mtroduced to ¢nablo the bouk to open moroe easily. . Fronch citizen, who obtained patents from the Crown
There is a great deal of difference between a tizht  to sell bouks in Karkofl, a city of 60,000 inhabitants,
back as above and a flexible back.  The former had . in Southern Russis. M. Kervelli excluded entirely
paper glued upon paper until the back was as hard as , from his stock all so-called *illegal ” buoks. His
iron.  In many cages these layers were quite one six- , shop was several times examined by the police, but
teenth of an inch thick ; in the latter the leather is . no illegal literature was o be found, and everything
almost fustened direct upon the sections, thus per- | went well with the book-seller, his business growing
mitting the book to open perfectly flat. But this rapidly. In August, 1883, M. Kervelli was taken
method is not suitable fur all bindings of the pre- | into cust dy, and his house and shop again ran-
sont day. It has been asked, Why caunot one get a | sacked; Lut no forbidden bouks were discovered.
book bound nuw equal tu thuse of two hundred and , Yet ho was detainad twenty-five days, and then ‘‘ ex-
fifty years ago? This is answered, that ono can get , amined.” The Russian mode of examining political
better binding and mure accurately dune by guing to | prisoners is a process entirely unique, and almost in-
a binder of good standing, for bouks are quite as , variably results in the sending back of the suspected
elaborately decorated mow as in furmer years; but  person to prison, who has no idea of the nature of his
modern books are of less money value, therefore , crime. After the farce of questioning M. Kervelli
have cheaper bindings.  But when a bouk has over had been gone through, he was sent to St. Peters-
fourteen days spent on its decoration, one must bo . burg, where he was confined for tho next seven
prepared for the charge of time expended on it. , months, At the end of that time the ¥rench Consul
When Channing said, * God be thanked for books,” . interfered, and gained another examination. In re-
he ought to have added, *‘ and good bookbinders.” ' ply to » demand for a statement of the prisoner’s of-

France is producing suvine very fine buuks, the  fence, the chief of political police said : ¢ You have
paper made purposely for the work, the type all that | done nothing openly illegal, I admit ; but that only
can be desired, illustrations perfect. Let our pub- , shows how prudent you are, and therefore all the
Jishers fullow the example aud produce some works , more dangerous. It is true also that we have found
worthy of the name of books, and our bouvkbinders no forbidden literature in your possession. All the
will, it is quite certain, put a jacket around them  same, wo know quite well that it is possible to ar-

equal to the printer’s offorts.
O e e

Woop ror Book Covers.—There is a process of
* carving ” wood by softening it, and then pressing
itin moulds. 1In a Parisian process, known as Xylop-
basty, the wood is softened by steam and imbued
with certain ingredients, which impart to it suflicient
ductility to enable it to receive bas-relief impressions
from four to five millimetres in height. For medal-
lions, bosses, &e., maatic is forced into the hollows,
so that all tendency in the compressed wood to split
or open is complutely overcome. For bookbinding

urposes, much seems expected from this process, as
1t is applicable to tho :cented or odoriferous woods
—cedar, teak, cypress, rosewood, &ec.—which repel
worms.—Kx.
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Booxpixpers' Turrap SewiNe MacHiye,—Mr,
Aug. Brehmer is perfecting a new thread sewing

. range an assortment even of authorized books so as
. to spread subversive ideas quite as effectually as if
they were revdlutionary pamphlets printed at Ge-
neva.” Or, to speak candidly, a person living in Rus-
sia who may show unusual intellectual activity is
deemed a traitor to his country, worthy of such a
punishment as fell to the lot of M. Kervelli. The
! tinal outcome of this affair was that, owing to the
[ perseverance of the French Consul, Kervelli was set
' at liberty, with instructions to leave the country

forthwith. He was allowed, however, to revisit Kar-
| kaff to dispose of his business. On tho 22nd of last
March he reached his destination, escorted by two
guards. With wonderful consideration the officials
had closed up the shop, and he was ordered to liqui-
date his business in twenty-four hours. The result
was that a valuable stock of books was sold for one
quarter of their actual cist. The next day he was ac-
companied to the frontier. His travelling expenses
and the expenses of the soldiers who guarded him




