
THE PORTFOLIO.

Tîii: pianjoforte %vas iiivenfed by a Gerînar
name(l Aniericus Backers, and wvas first used
in public at Covent Garden Thîeatre in 1767.

Bclls Nvere first set up iii chiurchies as a de-
fence against thiunder and lighitning. Tlie
flrst bel]l buing in lingland, was in 945.
Cliinies wvere inv'ented in Belgium in l 47

"I neyer lu rny life committed more tliai
one act of folly'," said an acquaintance one
dav lu the presence of Talleyrand. " ut
Mhen wvill it endc ?" inquired thie latter.

Teachier: " Femininîe of friar?" First
brighit boy: "Hasn't any!"* Teachier

N ext." Second brighit boy c ui1
Teachier: Tliat's rgt"First brighit boy
indignantly ejaculates: Il Tbat's just wlhat
I said."

A NATIONAL scbool0 of art Nvood carving
lias beeîî establishied ii lEngland, to revive
the neglected art of carving iii tbat country.
It offers twelve free scbiolarshiips.

TiiE_ %'ord Ilnewvs" is generally attributed
to thie adjective " new." Some ingenious
mmid, bowever, fluds its origin iu a custom in
former times of placing on tlie newspapers
of the day thec initial Jetteis of the cardinal
points of thie comnpa-s*s, tUs

N

This svsnbol wvas inteuded to indicate thiat
tbe paper contained intelligence from tlie
four quarters of tbe ý1iobe.

PIIISno niiistakze toucbing our fellow-
nien is more counnuon than thiat of judgiug«,
of tlie ordinary feelings -and liabituaI dispo-
sition of a writer by tbe toue of blis produc-
tions. Especially is it truc of wits and
b uinorists. Cervantes, M-Noliere, and nearly
ail the celebrated huumorists, Nvere melan-
cbioly meii, and their dismal experience re-
niiiids us of the comic nctor vobaviug
split tbe sides of tlip Parisians witb bis fun,
asked a physiciain to prescribe for lus pro-
fouud mclaucboly, and 'vas told tliere w~as
but one cure-to go and sec Carlini. "Alas !

Nvas tbce replv, "' I ain Car11liini."

Thcrc's ,,ot a thiing h'ttunci to mirth.
Hnth not its chord of nielancholy.

TiiE feit hat is as old as Homer. The
Grceks made them in skull caps, conical,
truncated, uarrow or broad-brirnmed. he
Plirygian bonnet wvas an elevated cap, witb-
out a brim, the apex turned over in front.
It is knowvn as thie cap of Liberty. An an-
cient fiigure of Liberty in tflie times of An-
tonious Livius, A. D. 115, hiolds the cap in
the righit band. Thie Persians wore soft
caps; plumed biats were thie biead-dress of
thie Syrian corps of Xerxes; the broad-brinî
wvas wvorn by tbie Macedonian kings. Castor
means a beaver. Tbie Armienian captive
worc a plu.- bat. Tbe merchants of the
fourteenthi century wore a Flauders beaver.
Charles VIIL, in 1469, wore a feit bat lined
witb red and plumed. The E nglisb men
and women in 1510 wore close woollen or
knitted caps; twvo centuries ago biats were
worn in the house. Pepys, in bis diary.
wvrote, IlSeptember, 1664, got a severe cold
because lie toolz off bis bat at dinner,"' and
again, in January, 1665, lie got anothier cold
by sittiug too long w'iti ]lis bead bare, to,
allow bis "'ifel>s maid to comb bis luair and
iwasb bis cars; and- Lord Clarendion, iu luis
essay, speaking of the decay of iespect due
to the aged,. says thiat iii Iiis youzigcr days
lie neyer kept blis bat on before those older
tîman lmnseif, except at dinner. Ini tlie tbir-
teenth century, Pope Innocent IV. allowed
tbe cardinals tbe use of tbie scarlet clotbi
luat. Ilie bats now iii use :are the clotli at.
leathier buat, paper biat, silk liat, spring-brim
bat, and straw bat.

SAYS tlue London Tridh :- "I advised tbe
clergy ]ast wcck, wvbo coinplain of tbie small
coins tbat flnd tbeir w'ay into offertory
bags, to substitute basins. On,- of the uuost

wity f urjudges says that wben biegoes

witlb a tbrce.penuy piece lu one pocket and
a sovereign iu the Cther. & If there is a
bac,' bie observes, ' I get off witbi flue thiree-
penice, but if there is a plate it costs mne tue
sovereign.'

THE Cliicago Tribune lias adopted time fo]r
lowing, Ilspelling rèforni" chan.ges :--ýDrop

n u cb w'ords as dialogue, catalogue, etc.,
and tlie final c in suclu w'ords as definite, infin-
ite, etc., whcere tbe preceding vowel is short.
Tung for tongue. Drop final te and ,nc ini
sucb words as rosette and programme, and
cliange phs for f iu words like photograpli.


