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HEAUTIL AND IIOME,

==

Intrgo numbor of deatlis from rymotle disenses
might bo provented, as woll as deaths from con-
sumption—tho Inttor disoaso boing ngyravated

" nnd mado more futal from living in damp and

unventilated houses, Ifo nlso spolo of tho neces-

. pity of the Dominion having a Sanitary Bonwd
~to carry into offoct those powora over which it

had control, particularly in rolution to immi-
grants, with whom o groat deal of disonso was
imported into tho country ; nlso to tho nocessity
of n I'nctory Act. Thare was much, ho snid, to

~ to bo dono by the joint action of tho provincinl
~and municipal govornmonts, partienlarly in ro-

lation to sewernge, and the draining of malarin
st voundings of eities, Mo contonded that thovo

~ xhould bo local Boards of ealth in overy pro-
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vineo, with complote organization, to put into
offoet any sanitary suggestions madeo. ITo trustod
that tho outcome of tho Convention would Lo to
strengthen tho hands of those who wore onden-
vouring to bring albout reforms that would effoct
a raving of lifo throughout the province,

Tho first papor read was by Dr. Canniff,
Medical Ofticer of Ilealth, Toronto, on the

SaNITArY EpuoaTion oF THE MAsses, As Con-
pucTED IN THE Gity oF ToroNTo Dpunring
A rERtop oF Four Montus,

Wo give tho full contentsof thispaper with a
fow observations, as an oxnmple to other Bonrds
of enlth at pregent oxisting, and to those that
muy horenftor bo establishied, should tho Ienlth
Bill now Lofore the Provincial Parlinment of On-
tario to enforcotho formation of Bonrds of Ilealth,
becomo law.} If so much can be done by an
cnorgotie physician in so short a timoe, lot it boa
caution to municipalities novor to appoint a
medienl ofiicer, who is an incompotont man, to an
offico of such great importance, in which he, to a
great oxtont, holds life and death in his hands,
"To appeint uny incompotent physicinn to such
an important offico, meroly to givo him the moans
of living, is sacrificing human livos to his ignor-
anco and inactivity.

DR. CANNIFF'S PATER,
My, Chairman and Gentlemen :

Wirhing to contribute something to further tho object
of your Convention ut this time, 1 havo thought st might
tie well to lny before you two short reports® vespocting
tha #anitary work done in the City or Toronto during
lust gumner, or, speaking more nceurately, during the

1 ‘This 1813 hus slnco becemo Taw,
® Yor ono of theso ruports sce pnge 44e
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monthe of Anguat, Scptember, Ootober and November
and, with theso reports, rome nocount of the Inanguras
tion and prosecution of the work.

T think there nto eomo fonlures of ihis worle worthy
of tho attention of Snnitarinns generally, and I liaveo
1enson to believe that the ennitary condition of Toronto,
a3 reported, is not altogether singulary also that the
remarks coulained in the report will lnrgely apply to
clher places,

Tt is handly nocessary to make the elatement that the
public are woefully ignorant about ennitary requirements
in connection with their homeay that municipal bodies
are ns o common thing, quite imlifferent, or are averse
to availing themaclves of the services of medieal men
who, from their peofessionnl eduention, are able to give
enlutary oid on auch mattera  Chis indiflerence, or
aversion—this unwillingness to spend money for the pre-
ecrvation of the health and lives of the public, ia
doubtless due to a want of knowledgoe of the subject,
or pre-concurred opinions. Snnitation as applied to muni-
cipalitics, as well as to private and public places, ia of
&v recent grow th that its importance awd power for good
ia too generally unknown. It istheduty of those engaged

in sanitary work to avail themeelves of every possible [

wmeans to carry information into the homes of every
municipality. It is true wo have lawa, provincal and
municipal, by which certain sanitary evils may be over

come, nbated, or preventedj und in a certain way, very |
eflicient Jawa they are; but thismode of treating insani- |-

tary evila by legal steps I venture to assert is not the

best; at least, law should be o dernfer resort, If wetake |

it for granted that many transgress at once the laws of
health and the municipat law through ignorance, it is
obviong that the cvil ehould be first treated by persuasion

and cdueation rather than by coercion, Thia is the point |
which I desire to make, in bringing the aubjeet before ¢

this Convention.

Allow me to relate some portion ot my expericnce a3
Madicul Health Offices for Toronto during st yene,

1 may sny the office of Medieal Officer for ‘Toronto
wng crented at the beginning of 1883, T was appointed
to the oflice on the 13th Mareh, There had been a very
efficient Cily Commissioner for many years, who wus
also health officer, though not a medical man, I eny
very efficient, in fact fuw, if any, non-professional person
conid, to 80 great an extent, haveattended to the sanitary
requirements of the city us did City Commiesioner Coate
worth, Therefore, when n medieal otficer was nppointed

it wan not thought necessary, if indeed thought of at all, |

to relieve that officer of «ny of his work nahealth officer,

which, however efiicient tho ofiicer might be, could na j
be done on the same principles ns would be done by s f
medicnl inan,  More than that, tho Commissioner had §.

other and pressing duties to attend to as Commisaionet

of Works; besides numerous matters constantly referred

to him ns an exccutive officer. SNl more, the City of
Toronto hng, during the last few ycars, grown very
rapidly and nssumed tho charncteristics of a  grent
metropolis, The result had teen that tho private
premincs of many citizens were in a condition far from
sutisfuclory from a ranitary standpoint, As tha eummer
ndvanced I became painfully aware of the fact thal
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