a6 THE CANADA LANCET.

e = Jebh o U -

ascites, I determined to give ita trial in connection | life in a man, all of whose functions are vigorously
with Fer. et Strych. Cit., and at the end of oneweek | performed, doesin a great measure assist in doing
a marked change in her appearance was observable, { so in one whose voluntary muscular action j
and in the short space of three weeks, the dropsy | nearly #i.  Besides in a large majority of cag
was entirely gone, the appetite returned, and the | where beef tea is almost the sole aliment given, 5
general health at present, Oct., 27thall that can be ! in the advanced stages of the adynamic fevers, the
desired. question is between giving that with a small qua
tity of farinaceous food, or depriving the patient

Judging from former cases, treated by this drug,
and which have not recurred, 1 feel sanguine about i 3ltogether of food, and in such a case even Dy,
the non-appearance of the effusion in the case of ' Mackinnon himself would not, I think, hesitate o
Mis. S., but, even if it should, is not the easy and , S3st his theory to the winds, and give that which
certain removal of the fluid by this means much | the universal experience of medical men long
more preferable than the paintul, alarming, and ' DPefore Liebig’s time has found to be of value.
sometimes dangerous operation of tapping a deli-' 1 may here notice, though I should have doness
cate nervous patient? In every case of ascites or* Defore, . MeKinnon’s comparison of be
ovarian dropsy I would strongly advocate the use ! €2 With coffee, apple dumplings and potatoes. In
of this diuretic before any operation be performed | the case of the coffee the substance itself consiss §
feeling assured that its speedy, and in many cases | of cellulose (whichis totally indigestible) combined JE
its permanent effects will surprise the physicizm: { with a small proportion of volatile active principles §
racking his brain to discover a sufficiently powerful ! which whatever their stimulant power,have certainly
drastic or active diuretic that will not further ' N0 nutrition beyond the doubtful one of lessenig

exhaust his patient, and yet prevent the necessity i the rapidity of the changein the tissues. Inapple B
| dumplings and potatoes the starch of which they g

for repeated tappings. In cunnection with chaly- e .
beates, exercise and warm clothing I do not hesitate } consist is so confined that the boiling water hasm
to say this medicine will, in ascites, supplant the | POWer to rupture and dissolve the grains, andinth: |
trocar and canula, while in cases of ovarian cyst it former the soluble parts of the apple are also cor E

will be found deserving of a more extended trial | fined, SO that the apple dumpling tea, or potio §
than has ever been accorded to it. water is nothing but water containing a minue

quantity of starch in suspension. TFrom beef
the other hand, the water extracts the flavourn;

Parpres ty R
Omwﬁlwm&““ ‘ matter and the albumen, unless the product b
T T o boiled and filtered (neither of which should b :
To the Editor of the Laxcxr. done) when the latter is of course lost. ;

SIR,—While agreeing in the main with Dr. Mac-|  Further Dr. Mackinnon seems to have adopd [&
kinnon’s article in your last number, it seems to me ! Liebig’s old division of all food into tissue forniz; &
that he is inclined to a great extent to ignore the| or nitrogenous, and heat producing or nor-niti g
fact that “ beef tea ” is of very great and real value | genous, and that all food before being utilized m g
in those conditions of the system in which theibe first converted into tissue, neither of whil &
poswers of assimilation are much reduced or almost | propositions has, I think, been sustained altogethé ¥
absent. I am not now speaking of the so-called | by subsequent experiments by Parkes, Fiske wl
extracts of meat, which are little if any more than ' Wislicenus, and others, which seem to render®
the mere favoring principles of the meat, and ' probable that but little of the food ingested is e K
though of use as nerve stimulants possess scarce]y’. converted into tissue, but is utilized for the p* ¥
any nutritive power. But beef tea besides these | duction of heat and force at once; the exces
does, I believe, if properly made, contain a portion ! nitrogen being separated and excreted in the forc ¥
of the fibrin of the meat in a state of partial * of urea,and the remainder bearing much the re.li'
solution, or rather suspension. the finely divided ! tion to the tissues that the fuel does to the ik
coagulum usually present, consisting probably to a ! it indirectly sets in motion. If this be so, the“‘f {
great extent of syntonin and albumen coagulated of administering alcohol, starch, in the form §
by heat, and this though insufficient to maintain | arrowroot, &c., and other easily oxidizable fools



