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fatally were due to actual lesions of tho nerve tissue,
principally in the shape of punctate extravasations.
Dr. Hamilton was perfoctly aware of the fact, and
amreed with the recent authorities that concussion
could not take place without some lesivn tothe
nerve tiseue,  He merely wished to be understood
assaying that there was no palpable lesion in such
cases.
DISCHARGE OF UDONTHID PRUCESS THLOUGE A POST-
PHARYNGEAL ADSCESS,
Dr. Sayre, in that connection, referred to a most
extraordinnry specimen of fracture of the odontoid

process that ke had seen ihat morning, shown him

by Dz, Bayard, of New Brumswick, Two ycars
ago a child had fallen from a height and struck
upon the back of the head.  Parzlysis of the upper
and lower extremitics oecvrred, and the head fell
sideways upon the left sheulder. The puralysis
and pasition of the head continued for a number of
weeks, the farmer, however, gradually improviug,
when Dr. Bayard was called to sce the case. He
strnightened the head samewhat by a suitable
apparatus. The patient, at the end of some months,
recovered suficiently to be able to walk sbovt, At
the end of a year after the injury the child bezan
tosaffer 3 guod deal fromn a cough, and an abscess
appeared at the posterior part of the pharynx. In
an attempt to open this abscess it had hurst and
discharged the odontoid process, which had been
fractured at its base. Dr. Sayre had seen the
speciwnen, and was satisfied that there was no mis-
teke concerning it
recovered.

Dr. Post referred to the case of a Long Island
farmer who had fractured one or two of the cervieal
vertebre by falling froma a hay-mow and striking
upon the back part of the head.
upper and lower exirenities had conrinned more or
less for n period of four years, when the patient
recovered sufliciently to got about and attend to his
business. The parts had becume consolidated soon
efter the injury, which allowed of the favorable
termination of the case.

: MORBUS COXARIUN,
Dr. Hamilton presented a specimen of diseased

hip-joint removed by operation from a child eicht

years old, on the 20th of May. The patient had
roceived an injury enrly in life, from which no per-
manent ill efficets bad been observable,  Three
yenrs ago it had received a second injury of the hip

following which the usual signas of morbus coxaring |

showed themselves in due evourse, viz., contraction
of the lower limb, sinuses communicating with
dead bone, &c. The general eondition of he pa-
atient was, Lhowever, measuceably pood, and Dr.
. deemed it yroper to perfurm exsection.  Ater
the reinoval of the part there was no great destruc-
tion of the dend of the bone or vther portionin the
neighberinod,  The retrogade metamorphosis had
removed the synovial memlrane and ecartilege of
incrustation. The acetabular eavily was ahnost
entirely free from disease.  The specimen was not
remurkable in itself, but ho presented it for the
sake of makinge the suggestion that a conunittee of
three be appointed to examine impartially into the
snerits of the exsection of the hip, knee, and other
joints, and report the results of their lJabors at the
end of six months to the Society. The appoint-
ment of this comumittee wes, on motion, madca
apecial order of business for the execntive sesgion.

The child subseruently entire- |

Parclysis of the !

| Transactions of the Gynscological Scciety of Bosten,

In accordance with the desire of several medical
, men of Boston and its vicinity, who had previously
‘ consulted upon the subject, 2 meeting was held on
| January 22, 1869, for the purpose of establishing s
- Gynmecologieal Soclety, the first, so far as can be
; ascertained, of its kind in this country.

1 The meeting having leen organized, Dr. Storey
i presented the arguments that had influenced the
They were the

i miembers to found the new Society.
i following:— -
1. That such a Society seems necded, in order to
i stimulate its members and the profession generally
to deeper sense of the jmportance of the diseases
peculiar to women, and by the combination of in-
dividual effort to advance their knowledge of the
canzation, the pathology, and, siill wore, of the
therameutics of the lesiona.

2. :hat it wenld de what can in na gense he just
i as well effected by other organizations already in
. existence.  What is for evervbody's interest is very
. apt to be done by no ene. At a general medical
* and surgical society, there is not to be expected thay
© intensity and foealizatinn of scientific interest regard-
! iny specii] poines which is necessary to advance the
: cuntines of a cowparatively new sciense, which turm
. Gyneeeological must he confeseed already to deaerve,
| 3. That there can be no douht that the special
- diseases of women comprise a vast vaviety of dis-
1 tnrbances, direct and retley, suuch of which is but
partially understood or entirely unknown,
¢ 4. That these disturbances are of extreme im-
i portance, uot merely to the individual sufferer, bui
! with reference to her relations to her fanily and to
) socliety,
i &, That their importance, their variety, and their
| frequency are tmt partialiy appreciated by the pro-
festiam, and still less by the community.
! 6. That nat merely is this statement tre of great
|
%
t
i

numbers of imverfectly educated physicians, but it
is also true of many gentlemen of acknowloedged
skill a8 practitioners, who have either lacked oppor-
tunity to perfeet themselves in a knowledge of these
! discases, or throngh an excessive conscrvatism have
; hesitated to acknowledize their existence. )
© 7. That the marked advance of gynrecolagical
| science and art within the past twenty-five years,
+ gives reasonable promise of a still more rapid vro-
! gress in time to come.
8. "That so far from its being a disgr:
sicinn o be interested in wterine diseases, it should

i nee to a phy-
| rather he considered, if he is known io have been
i
i

thoronghly educated in general practice, an honar.
i As with the discases of epeciad sense, the eve and

the car for instance, the diseases of the throat and
> chest, and of the mind, so here, all treatment must
P rest upon general principles;—and afl methods of
diagnosiy, 55 all procedures of practice. not vpun
gnesswerk, but upon seicuce and commen senee.

@, That many of the great improvewenta that
have been made have been American,—as the first
suceesful performance of ovariotomy by MeDowdl;
the supgestion of the rational treatment of vesico-
vaginal fistula by Marien Sims; and of flexions of
the uterus Ly Emmet;—American g_v.'nmcolngists
have rlready sccured for the country a preéminent
! Eosition iz the world of science; it is for the mem-
| bers of this and kindred socicties to make the posi-
tion the more permanent.



