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mittee have no furtier suggestions to offer ;
but thoy wouhl at the present moment, when
the attention of Parlianent is drawn tc the
subject of better legislation for the mercantile
marine, respectfully call attention to the con-
cluding passage of that Report, referrinag to

the fertile source of disease in our sea-port
towns afTorded by the sailors of the merchant
service."

Il. Referring to the declarr.tion of Dr.
Miacloughlin laid before the Adiniralty, that
the health of the men in the public service
(soldiers and sailors) is habitually lanaged by
the use of nercury, which the writer alleges to
be indiscriniiately administered by surgeons
in the public service, for the cure o? a disease,
viicl, ii bis opinion, has no existence, they

nlirn huit, on the contrairy, the evidence es-
tablishes that the practice generally aidopted in
the Navy anad Arimy is in, accordance witli the
methods iicst approved by the lighest aitlori-
ties in the profession, anuid that the nedical
oflicers of both services bave showna theinselves
to be thoroughly impressed witlh the import-
ance of a careful and judicious treatmiient of the
disease. They also allirn that there is a syphi-
litie virus, and that syphilis is a disease as spe-
cifie as smnallpox.

III. As to the origin :yjyphilis several of
the witnesses, anid wri iliin a portion of the
commînittee concur in opinion, exiressed their
belief that syphilis, under fàvoring cireina-
stances, may ie generateud spontaneously. That
syplilis wivas firt introduced into Europe at the
latter end of the fitteeithi century, is an opinion
uiow enter taiied by the few.

IV. Of Veiereal Sores they describe two
species: tle sy1)hi/itic and simple.

The siniple lcal sore, the iniuence of which
never extends beyond the inguinal glands, is
emincntly contagious, pro<ticiig simnilar sores,
but is incapable of infecting the constitution
like gonorrhwa, it is often the product of irri-
tatinig anti conîtagions secretions. This is the
miost commnnion forn of veiere:al sore, and pre-
vails over all other varieties in a ratioof about
four to onc.

'The sy hilitic sore is seen under tirce forns:
one chiaeterized by induration throughout its
entire cour:e ; one soft in its carly stage and
becoming siusequniitly indurated; and oue soft
throughout its whole course, but which, unlike
the simple local sore, is follow--l by constitu-
tional disease. Al prinary venereal sores are
liable to inavolve the inguinal glands ; the soA
frequently, the hard alnost iivariably.

The evidence is conclusive as to the inpos-
sibility of pronouncing vith certaiity tpon the
character of a sore on its first appearance, Î. e.,
as to wlctler it will or will not be followed by

constitutional symptoms ; in other words, whe-
ther or not it be a syphilitic sore. As a rule,
however, the exceptions to which are rare, z
soft sore, whether followed by suppurating
bubo or not, is only a local disease, nnd dces
not infect the constitution; and an indurated
sore, more especially if accompanied by indu-
rated inguinal glands, does*infect the constitu-
tion.

V. The constitutional manifestations of
syphilis follow the primary sore at an uncer-
tain interval of time, ranging fromn four to ten
weeks. the average terni being about six weeks.

Althoughl the evidence tends to the belief in
the occasional dcvelopmenat of any of thesi
forns of truîptiona anad other disease, in a given
c.se,tlie CoAmittee have suflicient ground for
expr-s;hing iheir opiuiou that the dry and pain-
less f is of ertpn n, viz., psoriasis, lepra, and

·tuis ._, but esp..cially the two former varie-
ties, :.stita-e te predoaunant symptoms fol-
lowinig tho indurw 'd sore, and that the romain-
der more commonly follow the varieties of the
soft or moist sore.

VI. Syphilis in it s rdtinateform is capable
of affecting every organ of the body. The
ei age which cccur in the invetorate forms of
the more advaiaced stages of syphilis, are due
to the dposition of a fibro-pliastie material in
the various tissues of the body. This product
appears te ho ideutical with that which. in the
so-called "secoidary" stage, is exuded in the
houes, in the glands, on the iris, and indeéd in
the iiurated chancre itself; but is now liable
to be poured out in any structure, where areolar
tissue exists. In addition to these character-
istic and peculiar effects of syphilis, there is a
lendency in those who have long been its vio-
tuis to .;uffer from degeneration of tha tissues
of the body ; and thus a very frequent cause of
the nortality in long-standing syphilis is a uni.
versai fattv or lardaceous decay of the organs.

VI . Iereditary Syphilis is the cause of a
nunmber of cases of still-births and abortious,
aind of well-known changes in the developuent
of the i.aniit. lThus, very often the whole
boly is pinv, the forehead projects, the nose is
flattenaed, the skin around the mouth is often
puackered from old ulcerations; and lastly, and
most important, a peculiar change takes place
in the teeth, the incisors being dwarfed in size,
narrowed, rounded, .ud notched.

VIII. As to the Period of Incubwaion.
Upon the whole, the weiglit of evidence greatly
preponderates in) favor of the view that there
is no definite period of incubation, either for
the infecting or the non-infecting sore ; assum-
in)g the terni incubation to imply such an uni-
fornity as exists in the period of incnbaticn of
other specific diseases, as ncasles, smallpox, &ec.


